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Your Guide To Successful Fishkeeping 


AQUARIUM 

FISH 


—Are you thinking of setting up an aquarium, but 
don't know how to choose the right equipment 
and fish? 

—When problems develop in your aquarium, are 
you frustrated and confused by sources of con¬ 
flicting information? 

—Are you curious about the latest techniques, 
trends and technology of this fascinating hobby? 
Well, whether you're just starting out or are al¬ 
ready an advanced hobbyist, AQUARIUM FISH 
MAGAZINE will guide you every step of the way in 
starting, improving and maintaining beautiful 
aquariums. Reliable experts discuss everything 
from ensuring the health of both freshwater and 
marine fish to reviewing the newest and best 
aquarium products, equipment and services 
available. 

With your very first issue, you will: 

Learn how to use aquarium equipment and 
accessories effectively # Find out about fresh¬ 
water and marine species and their unique 
characteristics # Get expert tips on buying, 
breeding, and caring for popular and exotic fish 
# Learn how to decorate with aquariums # Dis¬ 
cover the positive psychological benefits of keep¬ 
ing aquariums # Enjoy page after page of 
beautiful photographs 
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AQUARIUM FISH MAGAZINE Subscription Dept ALMO 
RO. Box 484, Mt. Morris, IL 61054-0484 
YES please send me AQUARIUM FISH MAGAZINE every 
month as follows: 

□ 12 Monthly Issues Only S21.97 (Save S8.03 off the newsstand price) 
U 24 Monthly Issues Only S36.00 (Save S24.00 off the newsstand price.) 

MyName _ 

City/State_ Zip_ 

□ Send gift to: 
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Address_ 

City/State _ Zip _ 

□ Payment enclosed □ Bill me (U.S. and Canada only) 

Allow 8 to 10 weeks for delivery. 


Subscribe Now and enjoy the science of aquar¬ 
ium management. 

12 Monthly Issues for $21.97 
Save $8.03 off the newsstand cost. 

24 Monthly Issues Only $36.00 
Save $24.00 off the newsstand cost. 

Every issue of AQUARIUM FISH MAGAZINE has facts 
and information that you won't want to miss. 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE-You must be com 
pletely satisfied with AQUARIUM FISH MAGAZINE or 
money for the balance of your subscription will 
be promptly refunded. 
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Water Wonders 

We were inspired by the August 
1990 issue’s article about attracting 
birds by “moving” water in bird baths. 
While waiting for our Oasis dripper, 
we rigged tubing from a drip irrigation 
tube used in our landscaping. Within 
48 hours the bird count in our yard 
was doubled! 

We get lots of Scrub Jays, titmice, 
Black-headed Grosbeaks, House 
Finches, Mourning Doves, Band-tailed 
Pigeons, Rufous-sided and Brown to- 
whees and some other birds I haven’t 
been able to identify yet. In addition, it 
attracted a doe mule deer and her 
triplet fawns—we get a lot of deer. The 
big attraction besides the feeders is the 
WATER. 

We installed the Oasis bath and the 
dripper; we now have two levels for 
bathing and drinking. The birdbath is 
a big ceramic saucer placed on top of 
an overturned 16-inch plastic pot. We 
added a small overturned saucer inside 
the big saucer for small visitors. The 
Scrub Jays and towhees prefer drink¬ 
ing from the water that accumulates in 
the rim of the overturned support pot. 
I guess that makes three levels of 
drinking water. 

Thanks for the article. You have in¬ 
creased our pleasure in bird and wildlife 
watching tremendously. 

Doris A. Woods 

Placerville, California 


Binocular Buffs 

I just wanted to say “Thank you” for 
the articles and information about 
binoculars. I have become very inter¬ 
ested in bird watching, and although 
most of my bird watching is limited to 
our farm and backyard, binoculars are 
necessary. 

I own a small, inexpensive set that 
gets me by for now, but some day I 
hope to buy a better set. Thanks to 
WildBird, I will have a good idea of 
what to look for (I even like the ads for 
binoculars). 

Thank you for this wonderful 
magazine; it takes me places and helps 


me learn about birds that I might not 
otherwise see. 

Geraldine Holman 

Ava, Missouri 

Thank you for your great binocular 
articles in your July issue: “Beyond 
Binocular Basics” by Stephen Ingraham, 
and “Binocular Directory” by Tim 
Gallagher. They were comprehensive 
and easy to understand; the best I have 
seen heretofore. 

Jacob Robbins 

Massapequa Park, New York 

Bluebird Duffer 

I am responding to a recent letter to 
WildBird that was concerned with 
placing bluebird nesting boxes on golf 
courses. 1 had shared some of the same 
fears because I work on a golf course 
and can see for myself the variety and 
quantity of pesticides that are used on 
the course. 

In 1980 I put up my first bluebird 
nest boxes at Beekman Country Club 
in New York state. We did not have 
any nesting birds at that time and no 
one could ever remember seeing a 
bluebird here. Well, that has all 
changed, forwenowhavemanynesting 
pairs that fledge about 60 young each 
season. 

We have lost some nests to raccoons, 
but only one bird in 10 years died from 
pesticides. I suggest that anyone in¬ 
terested in starting a bluebird nesting 
trail on a golf course should do so. But 
I would also offer the following hints: 
(1) Don’t install nesting boxes near the 
greens, because that is where most 
spraying is done. (2) Let the public and 
the golfers know what you’re doing 
and you will find them helpful. Put up 
some information about bluebirds in 
the clubhouse—golfers love to watch 
birds. (3) Make your bird houses deep 
to avoid raccoon predation. 

With these precautions, I’m sure you 
can raise hundreds of bluebirds on golf 
courses. 

Fred Von Helms 

Stormville, New York 
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Cold-blooded Towhee 

In northern Minnesota it can get 
very cold, so I was surprised one 40- 
below-zero day in December to see a 
Rufous-sided Towhee eating under my 
sunflower feeder. I had never seen one 
before and I wondered how it was left 
out of fall migration plans. 

I thought the towhee was crippled at 
first, but it actually was standing on 
one foot to keep the other one tucked 
under its feathers. Sometimes it sat 
down in the snow and looked very 
miserable and cold. 

After January we had some milder 
days and the towhee came early in the 
morning and again toward evening 
almost every day. After an absence, it 
returned again when we had two heavy 
snows in April. By then it was warm 
enough so it could eat with both feet 
on the ground. 

I haven’t seen or heard the towhee 
this summer, but I truly hope it gets in 
line for migration this year. 

Mildred Broadbent 

Park Rapids, Minnesota 



Larry Skala’s durable, four-perch 
finch feeder made from PVC pipe. 


Durable Feeder 

Enclosed is a photo of a finch feeder 
made from PVC pipe. It has four 
perches positioned at four feeding 
holes. It has proven very popular and 
should last for years. 

Larry Skalla 

Stone Ridge, New York 
































The Pursuit of Happiness 


TWIN-1 

WILD BIRD 
FEEDER 



• Hang or post mount 

• Plastic Covered 
Aluminum 
Perches 


An innovative design 
combines the features of a tubular 
feeder with the strength and longevity 
of aluminum. 

ASPECTS products are available at 
Gift Shops, Lawn & Garden Centers, 
Audubon Societies, Museum and 
Nature Shops. 



ZEISS LEITZ KOWA NIKON 
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„ (703)241-4077- 


BAUSCH & LOMB 


Squirrel Feeders 
Make Great Gifts 



Send SAS 
envelope for our 
squirrel catalog 


Wild Bird 


r-O.M.P.A.N-Y® 


617 Hungerford Drive 
Rockville, MD 20850 

(301) 279-0079 

e 1990 awbc, he. Open 7 days 


Squirrel-A-Whirl 
(with com) 
$20.00 (Postpaid) 


Red-Tailed Hawks And Hot Air Balloons 


by BEULAH ZANDER 


Against the background of a deep 
blue sky, the Red-tailed Hawk caught 
a thermal, tipped its wings and glided 
higher. It wheeled overhead, then 
circled low. Its copper-colored tail 
gleamed like a new penny in the bright 
sunshine. 

I pulled my car to the side of the road 
to watch. The melody of Henry 
Mancini’s “Dear Heart” played on the 
car radio. Was it my imagination or 
was the hawk soaring in time with the 
music? I watched spellbound for magic 
moments. 

As music ended I wondered what it 
would be like to float on sun-warmed 
air currents. Almost a year later the 
opportunity presented itself to me by 
means of a hot air balloon. 

A balloonist friend trucked his 
equipment to our meadow. His crew 
stretched the balloon to its full length, 
then fanned cold air into the bottom 
opening. The balloon grew fuller and 
fuller, then lurched upright like a 
sleeping giant awakening from his nap. 

Giggling like two children, my hus¬ 
band, Dick, and I climbed into the 
woven basket. The pilot lighted the 
burners, and as the cold air warmed, 
the balloon began to lift. The crew 
released the tethers and we started to 
ascend. 

Our ascent provided a unique feel¬ 
ing. As we lifted from the earth, it 
seemed more like we were floating in 
mid-air while the earth retreated. 
Friends and well wishers below melted 
away in the distance. Whole forests 
moved by, as did houses and farms 
while we seemingly hovered in a sta¬ 
tionary pose. 

Dick pointed to a large brown bird 
sitting on a fence post. It spread its 
wings and lifted into the air. The 
chunky body, broad wings and ochre- 
colored tail identified it as one of North 
America’s largest buteos. It was another 
Red-tailed Hawk. 


As we drifted on the air currents, we 
saw a Red-tail perched in a dead tree 
bordering a hayfield. With binoculars 
we viewed another one feeding on its 
prey on the ground. 

Throughout our flight, we heard the 
wild calls of Red-tails and saw them 
flying above and below our soaring 
vantage point. It was a truly exhilarating 
experience to share the sky with these 
aerial masters. 

In all, we spotted nine red-tails 
during our one-hour flight. These 
hawks like the mix of open fields, 
streams and woodlands that make up 
the rolling hills of Carroll County, 
Maryland. 

We heard the wild 
calls of Red-tails and 
saw them flying above 
and below our soaring 
vantage point. 

It was time to return to earth. The 
pilot tugged on a rope to open a vent in 
the balloon. Hot air escaped and we 
started to descend. As the balloon 
drifted lower, the hayfield below 
loomed larger. 

The basket bumped the ground, 
dragged, raised again and bumped 
down. The chase crew converged on 
the landing sight, grabbed the tethers, 
steadied the basket—and we climbed 
out. 

The pilot poured the traditional 
champagne and we toasted a success¬ 
ful flight. From overhead came a loud, 
clear keeer-r-r. I raised my glass sky¬ 
ward with a toast: “My friend, may 
your copper tail gleam in our skies 
forever.” 

The Red-tailed Hawk caught a 
thermal, tipped its wings and glided 
higher. 


WildBird / December 1990 

























“Shh... Listen... What’s that?” 


Mature 

Books with all the right answers. Press 






















































Through the Looking Glass 


Surviving Winter's Storms 


Article and Photographs by LAVERNE R. STINSON 


I t snowed during the night. When 
I looked outside this morning the 
pines drooped, their limbs so heavy- 
laden with snow that they sagged to 
the ground. A high mound of fluffy 


white snow covered the bird feeders, 
and the ground was a uniform, pow¬ 
dery white. 

A starling landed on a limb piled 
high with fresh snow and took several 


large mouthfuls of this refreshing de¬ 
light. He peered down to see if the tube 
feeder that is attached to one end of the 
branch was accessible for him to 
breakfast on. Or perhaps the hopper 
feeder on the other end of the branch 
would provide more tasty morning 
dining. 

To assist with photographing birds, 
I mounted a tree branch on a six-foot 
piece of galvanized pipe and secured 
the two feeders on either end of the 
branch. When I first bought this 
property in Bensenville, Illinois, six 
years ago we had only a few birds show 
up at the feeders—mostly starlings, 
House Sparrows, Mourning Doves, 
grackles and crows. 

After we developed a bird-friendly 
“ecosystem” in the garden, we began to 
attract many different species. Called 
“snow birds” by many people, we en¬ 
joy the Dark-eyed Juncos as they hop 
and flit over the snow. The Black- 
Capped Chickadees, darting back and 
forth from the sunflower-seed feeder, 
snatch their seed and zoom back to 
their home base to feast. 

Northern Cardinals hop on the 
feeders and the fresh snow on the 
ground like living embers of fire. The 
House Finches are just becoming 
regular visitors, along with Downy and 
Hairy woodpeckers and Northern 
Flickers. 

I moved a two-foot high maple stump 
into the center of my bird-feeding area. 

I load the top and base with bird seed 
and many birds are attracted to this 
natural feeder. The Downy Wood¬ 
pecker has been the most regular visi¬ 
tor to this stump. It clings to the side of 
the stump and feeds on the sunflower 
seeds. He has also begun pecking ener¬ 
getically on this old stump, although 
I’m not sure why. 

I also have four fat red squirrels and 
one gray squirrel that are regular visi- 



A Northern Cardinal joins a House Sparrow, Northern Flicker and Euro¬ 
pean Starling at the author’s maple stump feeder. 
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tors to my backyard feeding area. Each 
morning they head straight for the 
stump looking for a breakfast of sun¬ 
flower seeds. 

I set up a blind close to the house and 
focused on the stump one bright sunny 
day. I began shooting birds and what¬ 
ever else came along, from 8:30 a.m. 
until 4:00 p.m. 1 was lucky enough to 
capture almost all the different species 
that are attracted to this feeder and had 
a lot of fun taking winter bird-feeding 
photographs. 

This season I began spreading feed 
on the ground, including cracked com, 
mixed bird seeds and the ever-popular 
sunflower seeds. In response, we have 
been getting more and more ground¬ 
feeding birds, especially when there is 
snow on the ground. 

As a storm front was building on a 
cold February winter’s day, there was 
an outbreak of “frenzied feeding” at my 
feeding station. The temperature was 
down to 30 degrees and the wind was 
whipping around the house in antici¬ 
pation of even nastier weather. I had 
broadcast a variety of seeds on the 
ground and my bird feeders were filled 
to the brim. The tube feeder had been 
filled with mixed bird seeds and the 
hopper feeder was full of sunflower 
seeds. 

The regulars gorged themselves in 
an uncharacteristic manner through¬ 
out the day. Late in the afternoon, 
much to my delight, a flock of North¬ 
ern Cardinals came swooping into the 
feeding area. The males were a blaze of 
fire against the whiteness of the snow; 
the females were embers of orange- 
brown. 

I had never seen this many cardinals 
together at one time before. There ap¬ 
peared to be four pairs here on this 
cold winter’s eve. Contrary to their 
usual behavior, the birds accepted each 
other with no animosity. 

The other birds had already deserted 
the yard by the time the sun set behind 
heavy cloud cover. The starlings, 
Mourning Doves, House Sparrows, 
House Finches, Dark-eyed Juncos, 
Black-Capped Chickadees and the 
Downy Woodpecker were all gone. 
The last to leave—the highlights of the 
scene—were the brilliant red splashes 
of the cardinals. They too completed 
their “feeding frenzy” and left, for 
darkness had arrived. 



Handcrafted Rough Cedar 
Birdfeeders 

- t “ rough-hewn cedar, 100% 
natural - no preservatives. 

- shatterproof plexiglass 
windows. 

- hand-nailed. (no staples) 

- built to last for years of 
enjoyment. 

* send for catalog to: 

LAKE OF THE ISLES FEEDERS 
2107 Penn Avenue South 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55405 



Made in U.S.A. 

[" THE HAPPY CRICKET Dept wb"1 

P.O. Box 670 
» Asheboro,NC 27204 
. Dear Happy Cricket, 

| Please send#_Scarves @ $12.50 ea. | 

#_Sweatshirts®$21.50ea. I 

] 1 have checked sweatshirt sizes below. 


• CEDAR WAXWING Scarf (13 3 A" x 49”) 
Captivated by its timeless splendor...Natures 
beauty of the Cedar Waxwing. Shimmering 
with vibrant fashion colors, this silky washable 
polyester scarf is sure to bring new life to your 
wardrobe — and what a great gift idea! 

$12.50 ppd 

• “LET IT SNOW” Sweatshirt 

What a combination! Chickadees and Snow 
on a warm and washable poly-cotton fleece. 
Screen printed in 4 colors, with white dimen¬ 
sional puff to bring out a classic effect. Should be 
on your gift list...to give or to get. $21.50 ppd 


AfMimu 

Apt# 

City 


Sweatshirt Sizes: Ds 

i Dm Dl Dxl 

Check Enclosed CH (nt 
VISA □ MC □ 

) cash) Money Order d 
(NC Residents Add 

5% Sales Tax) 
Exp: 


We pay surface shipping within 48 states... 
LetUPS fight the traffic for you... 
"SHIPPING is on the CRICKET!" 

“Our cricket is one little fellow you can trust” 



THE HAPPY CRICKET 

P.O. Box 670 

Asheboto, North Carolina 27204 


L 


-J 


“Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back” 
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SOLAR 

SIPPER'" 



“Because birds like a drink of water 
too.” 

The portable bird-tested Solar Sipper 
is a cold weather bird watering device. 
It uses the power of the winter sun as 
well as air insulation pockets to extend 
the time that water remains liquid in 
freezing temperatures during daylight 
hours. 

It is environmentally safe and makes a 
perfect gift. It may be used on the 
ground or on a dry birdbath. An availa¬ 
ble mounting bracket is useful for ele¬ 
vated installations near windows or 
feeders. 

Order now from Happy Bird Corp. 

479 South St. , Foxboro, MA 02035 
Made in USA. Pat. Pending. 

Model STD SS Solar Black $19.95 
Model DLX SS Berry Red $26.95 
Add $15.00 for Mounting Bracket 
Add $3.50 per unit (with or without 
bracket) for shipping and handling. 
Dealers may wish to write for informa¬ 
tion. 


ausJENA 



From 

Germany- 

aus JENA 



WildBird Q-and-A 


Nesting Tree 
Swallows 

Tree Swallows are nesting in 
my yard. I bought a nest box and set it 
up on an iron pipe on the top of my 
fence. Can you answer some questions 
I have about the Tree Swallows? When 
do they nest? How many eggs do they 
lay? How long is their incubation pe¬ 
riod? When do the young birds leave? 

We in Montana enjoy all the good 
reading you provide about birds. 
Thank you. 

L. Helen Lavalley 
Great Falls, Montana 

• Tree Swallows are cavity nesters 
that adapt well to nesting in bird houses. 
In your area of Montana, Tree Swal¬ 
lows nest from late May to late July. In 
other areas of North America, their 
nesting period varies from late April to 
late July. Adult swallows will arrive 
some time earlier in the spring to begin 
courtship and mating. Nest building 
takes from a few days to a few weeks 
time. 

Tree Swallow clutch size varies be¬ 
tween three and eight eggs—usually 
five or six. The eggs are pure white and 
only the female incubates them. Incu¬ 
bation takes about 14 days. Both the 
female and male brood and feed the 
nestlings after they hatch. The nest¬ 
lings fledge in about 20 days and be¬ 
come self-sufficient shortly after they 
leave the nest. Tree Swallows usually 
nest only once each year, but some 
pairs may renest if an early nesting 
attempt is unsuccessful. 


Bluebird Society 

I saw a reference to the North 
American Bluebird Society in the Au¬ 
gust issue of WildBird. Can you please 
print the address? 

Gasper and Sandra Holland 
Pleasanton, Texas 


For information about the North 
American Bluebird Society write to the 
society headquarters at Box 6295, Sil¬ 
ver Spring, Maryland 20906. The soci¬ 
ety is dedicated to helping to re-es¬ 
tablish the bluebird as a nesting bird in 
areas where it has disappeared and 
bolstering existing bluebird popula¬ 
tions through active management by 
setting up bluebird nesting boxes. They 
offer a variety of information about 
bluebirds including a quarterly jour¬ 
nal, S1AUA, and the book: The Blue¬ 
bird: How You Can Help its Fight for 
Survival by Lawrence Zeleny, the 
society’s founder. Annual dues range 
from $10 for students and seniors to 
$15 for regular members. 

WildBird Back 
Issues 

Q* At last, a bird magazine for the 
backyard birder! When was your first 
issue printed? Are back issues avail¬ 
able? 

Ronald Heikes 

Blooming Prairie, Minnesota 

Al • The first issue of WildBird was 
published in June 1987. It was printed 
bi-monthly until October 1988; since 
November 1988 WildBird has been 
published every month. This Decem¬ 
ber 1990 issue is the 35th issue to 
come off the presses! Most back issues 
are available. To get a list of back issues 
that includes a brief description of the 
contents of each issue write: WildBird 
Back Issues, P.O. Box 6050, Mission 
Viejo, CA 92690. Back issue charges 
are $3.50 per copy, six copies for 
$ 19.50 or $3.00 each for seven copies 
or more. 

Blue Jay Nests 

Q • In central Illinois we have many 
Blue Jays, but never in my life have I 
been able to find a Blue Jay nest. Where 
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do these rabble-rousers raise their 
young? I often wonder about their 
nesting habits and the color of their 
eggs. Thanks for your help, and for 
WildBird. 

Luther Kern 

Kansas, Illinois 

.A.* Blue Jays prefer to nest in open 
woodlands of deciduous forest or 
mixed coniferous-deciduous woods. 
They also have adapted well to nesting 
in wooded residential areas and city 
parks. Blue Jays prefer to build their 
nests on horizontal branches or in the 
crotch of a tree trunk or large branch. 
The nest is compact and built of twigs 
and other plant materials. Sometimes 
the nest is cemented with mud like an 
American Robin nest. Blue Jay eggs 
may be blue-, greenish- or buff-col¬ 
ored, with brown-shaded spots. Incu¬ 
bation takes 16 to 18 days, and the 
nestlings fledge within three weeks. 

For a photograph of a Blue Jay 
nest filled with nestlings, see page 46 
of the October 1990 issue of 
WildBird. 

Pennsylvania 

Wanderer 

Q* Enclosed is a photograph of a 
hummingbird that was frequenting our 
feeder during the second week in July. 
We noticed right away that it was 
different from the other humming¬ 
birds that come to our feeder because 
it had a very bright orange-colored 
back. Because the Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird is the only species found 
east of the Mississippi River I assumed 
it was a freak of nature. 

We named this beauty “Buddy Holly” 
because it liked to sit in our holly tree 
and guard the feeder from the green- 
colored Ruby-throats. My husband set 
up his camera and tripod and took 
some photographs of “Buddy” in the 
holly. After examining the pictures, I 
consulted my bird book and discov¬ 
ered it looked like a Rufous Humming¬ 
bird. 

Could this bird indeed be a Rufous 
Hummingbird? If so, why is it so far 
away from its normal range? I am also 
interested to know if other WildBird 
readers have had birds visit their feed- 


Now available with leather grip! 

SNAPPY 
CONVERTIBLE 


Newberry 
Convertible 
Gloves are 
perfect for 
outdoor 
winter work 
and 

recreation. 
One quick snap attaches the cap to the 
back of the glove, freeing your fingers. 
Unsnap the cap and place it over your 
fingers for a quick warmup. Durable 
85% wool/15% nylon. 

Men’s or women’s convertible gloves: 
$13.95. Also Newberry fingerless 
gloves: $11.95. Wool-lined ragg-wool 
gloves and mittens: $12.95. Add $3 if 
leather grip is desired. 

Money-back guarantee if not 
completely satisfied. Check, VISA or 
MasterCard accepted. Shipping and 
handling included, NYS residents add 
7% tax. Send to: 

NEWBERRY 

Knitting Company 

Dept (W) 1420 Curry Road 
Schenectady, NY 12306 
(518) 355-1630 




Truly Useful Software 
for Birdwatchers! 


• AVES creates custom checklists for 
anywhere in the 48 states. 

• AVES displays ranges, habitats, field 
guide page #s, & taxonomy for each 
of 870 species, instantly! 

• AVES stores your birding notes for 
recall by location, species, dates. 


Easy to use. Only $65 
(CA residents add $4.71 sales tax). 
Indicate 5*4 or 3Vz inch disk size. 


CALL FOR FREE DEMO DISK 


VISA Satisfaction Guaranteed MC 



™ compatible with 320K RAM and two 
ves or one 3%" floppy drive or a hard 
registered trademark of International 


ECOSYSTEM SOFTWARE 

638 El Dorado Ave., Oakland, CA 94611 

1-800-345-9111 ext. 48 


STOP THE 
WAR! 

FEED THE 
SQUIRRELS! 

With the “original” chair 
& table squirrel feeder from 
Wildwood Farms. Research 
has proven when squirrels 
are fed on opposite ends of 
the property from birds, 
they tend to leave the bird 
feeders alone. They actually 
sit on the chair & eat com 
off the table. 

HAND CRAFTED-USA 
SOLID CEDAR 
Order yours Today! 
Wildwood Farms Inc. 

P.O. Box 304 
Clinton, Iowa 52732 
1-319-242-3767 


Please send me: 

□ 1 Feeder w/com - Only $24.95 

□ 2 Feeders w/com - Only $39.95 
Add $3.00 shipping and handling for 
each feeder ordered. 

BONUS: Free Catalog with order. 

IL Residents Add Sales Tax 


Name _ 

Address_ 

City _ 

State_Zip 

Phone _ 

VisaD MastercardD#_ 
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ers that are far from their normal range. 
Gale Burton 
Enola, Pennsylvania 

.^^..The hummingbird in your 
husband’s photograph is indeed a 
Rufous Hummingbird—an adult male. 
This western species is known as a 
casual fall migrant and rare spring 
migrant in the eastern United States. 
Rufous Hummingbirds are know to 
disperse widely after breeding in late 
summer, therefore your bird may have 
been a wide-ranging dispersing bird. 


There are a number of western birds 
that are regular vagrants in the eastern 
United States. As for eastern Hum¬ 
mingbirds, if its not a Ruby-throated, 
your next best bet is a Rufous, as they 
are the most common vagrants from 
the West. 

We plan to run a number of letters 
from readers who have had rare or 
unusual birds visit their feeders in the 
“Reader Forum” in January 1991. You 
may be surprised at some of the birds 
that have wandered into people’s back 
yards. 




Keep wild birds happy 
with a 
NELSON 
BIRD BATH 


HEATER. 


A NELSON Bird Bath 
Heater can help you provide 
a crucial source of ice-free 
water for wild birds this 
winter... and for just 
pennies a day. 

Economical, yes... 

The NELSON “Blue 
Devil” Bird Bath Heater 
(Model 30204) is economical to operate. Special pre-set thermostat 
saves electricity by switching heater on only when necessary. Heater 
automatically shuts off when water level runs low. 

Built to last, too. The NELSON Blue Devil Bird Bath Heater is 
waterproof and sealed in epoxy to withstand harsh winter conditions. 
Coiled stainless steel spring protects the heating element from impact. 
Heater is so dependable it carries a FULL THREE-YEAR WARRANTY. 

Recommended for all types of bird baths, the NELSON Blue Devil Bird 
Bath Heater has made birds happy for more winters than any other brand. 

Ask about the NELSON Blue Devil Bird Bath Heater at 
your farm supply store, neighborhood lawn 
& garden or nature center. 


ms*u 

Nelson Manufacturing Company 
3049 12th Street SW 
P.0. Box 636, Dept. W 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52406 
Phone 319-363-2607 



Bird Field Guides 

Q» I moved to Florida from New 
Jersey in January 1990. I have been 
bass fishing in the Everglades ever 
since. 1 enjoy WildBird very much, but 
I originally subscribed to your maga¬ 
zine in hopes that I would be able to 
identify some of the many wild birds 
that 1 see while I am fishing. Could you 
please suggest a field guide that I could 
purchase for identifying birds in the 
Everglades. 

Diane Lynn Beasley 

Hollywood, Florida 

In the March 1990 issue of WildBird 
the four top field guides for North 
American birds were reviewed by a 
panel of veteran birders for strengths 
and weaknesses. You may want to con¬ 
sult that insightful article, or do your 
own comparisons. Check out the Na¬ 
tional Geographic Field Guide to the Birds 
ofNorthAmerica; Golden Press’A Guide 
to Field Identification, Birds of North 
America; the Peterson Field Guides’ A 
Field Guide to the Birds of Eastern and 
Central North America ; or An Audubon 
Handbook for Eastern Birds. These books 
can be found or ordered from most 










book stores. Also check out the adver¬ 
tisers in WildBird. 

Thanks to all our readers who have 
taken time to write us a letter and share 
their inquiries with others. If you have 
a question about wild birds, please 
send your letter to “WildBird Q & 
A,” P.O. Box 6050, Mission Viejo, 
CA 92690. 


Reader Forum 



This month’s “Reader Forum” 
question is: 

What kind of bird 
feeder do you prefer? 

Due to a shortage of space in 
this December issue, we’re sorry 
to inform you that “Reader Fo¬ 
rum” will not be published. 
However, “Reader Forum” will 
return in the January 1991 issue. 

In the mean time, please let us 
know about your bird feeder 
preference. Tell us whether you 
think a thistle tube is the best, or 
a platform feeder, a suet feeder, a 
nectar feeder ... 

By now, your winter feeding 
program should be in full swing. 
Which type of feeder do you 
prefer, and why? Some of you 
may even be able to provide 
comparisons between different 
types of feeders that you use in 
your yard. If you have a photo¬ 
graph that illustrates your favorite 
feeder in use, please send it along. 

Send your letters to “Reader 
Forum,” P.O. Box 6050, Mis¬ 
sion Viejo, CA 92690. 



VICTOR EMANUEL NATURE TOURS 


EO. BOX 33008, AUSTIN, TX 78764 

1-800-328-VENT 



Capture the Image 

With the World’s Only Multi-Coated 77mm Fluorite Lens! 


High Performance Series 

TSN-1, 45° Offset, Multi-coated 
TSN-2, Straight, Multi-coated 
TSN-3, 45° Offset, Multi-coated Fluorite Lens 
TSN-4, Straight, Multi-coated Fluorite Lens 


The Kowa Prominar offers the 
only fluorite 77mm lens on the 
market today. This lens offers 
a sharper image, wider than usual 


field of view and increased light 
gathering capabilities of no less 
than 60% over conventional 
60mm spotting scopes. 


Prominar Features 

■ High clarity, high resolution, 
multi-coated fluorite lens. 

■ Bayonet mounting for easy 
eyepiece exchange. 


■ High quality photo application 
(optional) 

■ Seven interchangeable eyepieces. 


KOWA OPTIMED INC. 20001 S. VERMONT AVE., TORRANCE, CA 90502 (213) 327-1913 
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Discount prices 

on Zeiss, Leica, Questar, Bushnell, 
Bausch & Lomb, Kowa, Meade, 
Celestron, aus Jena, Nikon, Swift, 
Swarovski, & more. 

SWAROVSKI 7 x 30mm 

Excellent waterproof roof 
prism binoculars covered 
in soft polyurethane ar¬ 
mor. A wide 7.3° field, long 
16mm eye relief, 14' close 
focus, a lifetime warranty. 

Our catalog has price and full details. 




Send a self-addressed stamped envelope (85c postage) for our free 36-page Discount 
Price List and Catalog 90W that tells you how to pick the right binoculars and spotting 
scopes. At Christophers, ltd., we discount price, not quality or service. We're not a 
New York camera store and we won’t treat you like one. Now in our 12th year of sav¬ 
ing you money on birding binoculars, spotting scopes, and astronomical telescopes. 


Christophers , ltd . 

Mastercard, Visa, American Express, Discover, Optima cards. 

Hours 10-5:30 CST, Mon. thru Fri. U.S. & Canadian sales only. 3% freight on credit card orders. 

2401 Tee Circle, Suite 106, Norman, OK 73069 

Toll-Free Order Line: (800) 356-6603 Advice/Tech Questions: (405) 364-0858 


—WILDLIFE—1 

T-SHIRTS and SWEATSHIRTS 

Triage; T\ui\i\cf TVaturcGs 

Dept, w 

130 N. Main Street 
in-1 j' 

^FLICHT^^W^ 
SONG • 

VHS VIDEO sjy 

A visual celebration of bird flight f \~~~( ) 
in natural sound with unique 1 ‘‘Sryv j 
musical accompaniment. L— — -jr-J 

Ol' Sam Peabody Co. ( 0 j 

109 N. Main Street \ i j 

Berrien Springs, Ml 49103 \ j ( 

616-471-4031 LLA 

Dealers Welcome LZP'vZ) 

FREE CATALOG 

V fticf^uCee 

Field Guide for the U.S. 

& the World 

Optics, Recordings, Checklists 
1330-L Wirt 

Houston, TX 77055 
(713) 956-2670 

Send $1.00 for catalog (refundable on 1st order) 

Watch for 

the NEW 
WildBird 
Emporium! 


Bulletin Bird 


Project FeederWatch 
Results 


A southward invasion of Pine 
Siskins and Red-breasted 
Nuthatches was documented in 1989- 
1990 by participants of Project 
FeederWatch. Pine Siskens were re¬ 
ported at 64 percent of the feeders 
monitored across North America dur¬ 
ing the winter of 1989-90, compared 
with only 30 percent of the feeders 
during the previous winter. Twice as 
many Red-breasted Nuthatches were 
counted in 1989-90 as the previous 
winter. 

The influx of these northern species 
indicates a shortage of conifer tree 
seeds, theirprincipalfood. Hence, these 
species and others moved south in 
search of other food sources. 
FeederWatch participants also re¬ 
corded increases in resident Pinyon, 
Scrub and Steller’s jays in the winter of 
1989-90. 

Project FeederWatch is organized 
by the Cornell Laboratory of Orni¬ 
thology (New York, U.S.A.) and the 
Long Point Bird Observatory (Ontario, 
Canada). From November through 
April over 8000 FeederWatch volun¬ 
teers participated in the feeder bird 
survey. 

Which birds were most commonly 
observed at feeders around the United 
States? In the Northeast, Bluejays were 
seen at 94 percent of the feeders and 
Dark-eyed Juncos at 90 percent. In the 
Southeast and southcentral states, 
Northern Cardinals were observed at 
99 and 97 percent of all feeders sur¬ 
veyed respectively. The Dark-eyed 
Junco was observed most often in the 
western states, but was second to the 
Black-capped Chickadee in 
northcentral states and Alaska. Conti¬ 
nent-wide, the most common bird at 
feeders was the Dark-eyed Junco. 

Anyone interested in participating 
in Project FeederWatch surveys may 
contact Project FeederWatch, Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology, 159 Sap- 
sucker Woods Road, Ithaca, NewYork 
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14850. In Canada contact Project 
FeederWatch, Long Point Bird Ob¬ 
servatory, P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan, 
Ontario NOE 1 MO. 


What’s Happening? 


December 1-2 and 8-9,1990. The 

City of Indianapolis Department of 
Parks and Recreation is sponsoring the 
third annual Celebration of Nature 
featuring a nature and wildlife art ex¬ 
hibit. The public is invited to the ex¬ 
hibit of paintings, photographs, 
sculptures and carvings by Indiana 
artists that will be held at the Nature 
Center at Eagle Creek Park in India¬ 
napolis. For more information contact 
Harry Feldman, Eagle Creek Park 
Nature Center, 6515 Delong Road, 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46278; telephone 
(317) 291-5618. 

December 1-2, 1990. The Bucks 
County Audubon Society is holding 
the ninth annual Bucks County Wildlife 
Art Exhibition featuring 50 wildlife 
artists that will exhibit their paintings, 
drawings, sculptures, carvings and 
photographs in person. Other activi¬ 
ties will include a silent auction and 
displays by government and non-profit 



Toll-free Adopt-a- 
Bird Number 


The Florida Audubon Society’s 
Adopt-a-Bird program has a new 
toll free number: 1-800-874-BIRD. 
The Adopt-a-Bird program is sup¬ 
ported by public contributions that 
finance the work of the Florida 
Audubon Society’s Center for Birds 
of Prey, an education and wildlife 
rehabilitation center located at 1101 
Audubon Way, Maitland, Florida 
32751. 


environmental organizations. A fine 
art poster commemorating the exhibit 
will be available for purchase. Pro¬ 
ceeds will benefit the Honey Hollow 
Environmental Education Center in 
New Hope, Pennsylvania. For more 
information contact the Bucks County 
Audubon Society, 6324 Upper York 
Road, New Hope, Pennsylvania 18938; 
telephone (215) 297-5880. 

December 7, 1990 - January 11, 
1991. The Endangered Species Media 
Project will sponsor the International 


Multi-media Juried Art Exhibition of 
endangered species and their habitats. 
The exhibition of paintings, drawings, 
prints, sculptures, photographs, films 
and videos will be held at the Transco 
Energy Gallery located at 2800 Post 
Oak Boulevard in Houston, Texas. An 
associated film/video presentation will 
be presented December 1 at the Rice 
University Media Center in Houston. 
For more information write the En¬ 
dangered Species Media Project, P.O. 
Box 460567, Houston, Texas 77056- 
8567; telephone (713) 729-6260. ED 


Finally, There’s A 
Computer Program 
That Lets You View Your 
Bird Sightings In Every Way 
You’ve Ever Wanted To. 


DATAHAWK 

Soars Above All Other 
Birding Software 



DATAHAWK produces over 100 kinds of lists— 
more than any other birding program—as well as 
spread sheets, counts, trip reports, and more. 

It’s as easy as making check marks on a check list. 
One check mark updates all applicable lists. 
Contains all species on ABA & AOU lists. 
Contains all state & province check lists. 

Special Introductory Price — $69.00 
(Plus $4.00 Shipping & Handling. CA residents add $4.66 tax.) 
Please specify 3 W or 514 " disk size when ordering. 
Requires IBM-compatible with hard drive & 512K RAM. 

TURNSTONE SOFTWARE 

1838 Barry Ave., Suite 12, Eos Angeles, CA 90025 

Call Toll-Free to order or for more information 

1-800-654-5676 
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Photo File 



Photo Blind Construction For Bird Photography 










by RICHARD DAY and SUSAN HAWES 


Photographing birds from a distance 
satisfies most birders for a while, but 
many of us aren’t content unless we 
can get up close and capture full-frame 
photographs. Without some degree of 
invisibility, this can be difficult. I have 
found that a blind is an essential piece 
of equipment for photographing birds 
close-up as they perform their day-to- 
day activities. 

I’ve found a blind constructed es¬ 
pecially for the job at hand works best 
for bird photography. With a little 
planning and elbow grease, con¬ 
structing a blind can be easier than you 
may think. 

Blind construction should adhere to 
three basic considerations; a blind 


| This versatile photo blind can be 
| set up in a shallow wetland or on 
| elevated scaffolding, as well as on 
I solid ground. 


should be portable, lightweight and 
self-supporting. I prefer a square¬ 
shaped blind, roughly five-feet square 
by five-feet high. This design allows 
plenty of room to store equipment and 
stretch my legs and be comfortable 
during the many hours that I spend 
sitting in the enclosure. 

The frame of the blind is constructed 
of 3 A-inch or 1-inch schedule 40 PVC 
pipe, which can be found in most 
hardware stores. You will need 12 five- 
foot long pipes (or 60 feet of PVC pipe 
that you cut into twelve five-foot 
lengths), eight PVC T-angles and eight 
90-degree PVC elbows. 

To cover the frame, I recommend 
lightweight camouflage fabric that can 
be obtained from outdoor supply stores 
or catalog companies. I used 25-feet of 
cloth that was 54-inches wide (112.5 
square feet). 

For your first set-up, make it easy on 


yourself and take your supplies into 
your back yard. First glue each of the 
eight elbows for the comers to one of 
the eight T-angles. Next glue the elbow- 
T combination to a five-foot length of 
pipe. 

Then simply slip four five-foot 
lengths of plastic pipes together to 
form a square and repeat the process to 
make a second square. Now join the 
two squares by slipping the four cor¬ 
ner pipes into place to make the frame 
into a box. There’s your blind frame. 

After you have built the frame and 
everything fits, I recommend color¬ 
coding each joint to facilitate easy set¬ 
ups in the future. The color codes are 
particularly helpful when setting the 
blind up in the low light of pre-dawn 
when you’re still half-asleep. 

Cover the frame with the lightweight 
camouflage fabric. The fabric should 
be sewed to fit the dimensions of the 



754 OSPREY armored 

7.5X.42C.F. • (367ft.) 
29.5 oz • RLE. 517 


804R AUDUBON 
wide angle 

8.5X.44 C.F. • (430 ft.) 
29.5 oz • RLE. 44.2 


Swift Instruments Inc. 

952 Dorchester Ave. / 

Boston MA 02125 OH 
L P.O.Box 562 
/NSan Jose CA 95106 ' 

In Canada: Cosman & Assoc. 
Rpy. * Islington, Ontario M9C1A8 


Almost as good as a bird in hand 


Swifts Audubon and Osprey binoculars 
incorporate lenses and prisms of the finest 
center-pot Barium Crown glass, as well as a 
unique coating on all lenses, providing squint- 
free, sun-safe viewing. We think they’re the 
most outstanding birdwatching glasses made. 
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Your Guide to Birding at Its Best 4BV 

READER SERVICES 


Feed your 
feathered 
friends 
for just 

$ 4 . 95 ! 

With the 
Fashion Feeder' 

• Enjoy small birds 
year-round! 

• Designed to keep out 
squirrels & predators! 

• Great gift for bird lovei 

• Order now for Christmas! 

• Ttvo color patterns available 

• Dimensions: 5" wide x Wh " tall 



Send $4.95 for 1 feeder • $8.95 for 2 

Plus shipping & handling* 

Send to: Fashion Feeder, Inc. 

P.O. Box 6722 wb 
Somerset, NJ 08875-6722 


Color selection: 

_(blue, green & yellow) or 

_(pink, green & yellow) 

♦Shipping & Handling Charges: 

1 feeder $2.60; 2 feeders $3.60 
Please allow 4 weeks for delivery. 




(Above) This lightweight blind is 
constructed of PVC pipe. (Below) 
While inside his blind, the author 
photographed this Great Egret. 


frame. One comer of the fabric cover 
should be left unsewed. Install velcro 
or string ties along this opening to 
close it. This opening will permit easier 
fitting of the cover over the frame and 
it will double as a doorway. Also, cut a 
few holes big enough to fit your cam¬ 
era lens through at different positions 
and heights to use as small windows 
for watching and photographing birds. 

For easy transportation of this 
lightweight blind, wrap the PVC pipes 
in the fabric, wrap a rope or strap 
around it and it’s ready for easy carrying 
to your selected photo site. Before you 


pack it all back up, try your hand at 
photographing from the blind in your 
yard. 

Position the blind where you will get 
the most bird activity and the best 
lighting conditions within the optimum 
range of your camera lenses. Feeder 
birds will usually accept blinds in just 
one day, so they provide great subjects 
to try your blind out on. 

This exercise will provide an op¬ 
portunity for you to work out all the 
little “bugs” in the comfort of your own 
yard—and have some photography fun 
doing it. You will find that you can set 
up this portable blind in just five 
minutes once you get used to it. 

Once you become familiar with set¬ 
ting up and using your blind you will 
want to move it to wilder areas to 
photograph wilder birds. If possible, 
always visit the area where you plan to 
set up your blind ahead of time to find 
where the birds are and to determine 
where to set up your blind with respect 
to lighting. 

If necessary, obtain permission from 
the landowner or public land manager 
to erect your blind. I’ve found that 
most people are very cooperative. 

This blind is also very versatile. I set 
it up in shallow water areas and, when 
necessary, on top of elevated scaffold¬ 
ing. In wetland areas I use a frame built 
from one-inch square steel tubing 
topped with a plywood floor as a 
platform to set my blind on. To stay 
dry, I use either chest waders or a boat 
to get to my blind. 

To photograph birds nesting in trees, 


§ 
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I have used this blind on top of scaf¬ 
folding, which can be built or rented 
from lumber yards or construction 
companies. Because this type of blind 
is impossible to move after it is set up, 
it is important to plan its location 
thoroughly prior to placing the scaf¬ 
folding. 

Determine which angle provides the 
best light for the time of day when you 
will be nhotosraDhine. Measure the 



mmm 



ease. I f 

inn 


WildBird 

YES, please send me WildBird 
every month as follows: 

□ 2 YRS. (24 ISSUES) $36 

(Save $24 off the newsstand cost!) 

□ 1 YR. (12 ISSUES) $21.97 
(Save $8 off the newsstand cost!) 


□ Enter my order as □ New □ Renewal Gift to: 

My Name_Name 

Address_ Address. 


UPPLIES 




City/State_Zip_ City/State_Zip _ 

□ Payment enclosed □ Bill me (U.S. and Canada only.) 

(Canadian add $4 per year; Foreign add $8 per year. Int’l. money order, please.) 

Allow 8-10 weeks for delivery. BL JO 


WildBird 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTION ORDER CARD 

Share the excitement of your hobby and order your gift subscription TODAY. 
We'll make sure that your friend receives a gift announcement card in your name 

Please send a 12-issue gift subscription for only $21.97 to: 

From: (Please Print) Gift To: 

Name_ Name _ 

Address _ Address _ 

City_ City_ 

State/Zip_ State/Zip _ 

(Canada add $4 postage per year; Foreign add $8 per year. International Money Order, please.) 
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Please allow 8-10 weeks for delivery of first issue. X LJO 
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WildBird’s new 

ORIUM 

in this issue. 


ATALOG 

ey's Seeds have been serving 
ind proven seeds for short sea- 
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les available for your garden our 
»colorful, 90 page, digest-sized 
f vegetable and flower varieties 
oy. Send for your FREE copy 
y thousands of gardeners make 
>ice in seeds. 
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I have used this blind on top of scaf¬ 
folding, which can be built or rented 
from lumber yards or construction 
companies. Because this type of blind 
is impossible to move after it is set up, 
it is important to plan its location 
thoroughly prior to placing the scaf¬ 
folding. 

Determine which angle provides the 
best light for the time of day when you 
will be photographing. Measure the 
distance from blind to subject and 
remember to look for level ground— 
try to avoid slopes and holes. 

Erect the scaffolding in sections 
working only thirty to forty-five min¬ 
utes at a time to minimize distressing 
the birds. After the desired height is 
reached 1 usually wait two or three 
days before putting my blind on top of 
the scaffolding. Then 1 allow another 
two or three days for the birds to get 
used to the set-up before I return to 
photograph. 

This arrangement has worked well 
for me with nesting birds, and none 
have deserted their nest or failed in 
their nesting attempt due to the pres¬ 
ence of my blind or my activities. 
However, there are a number of things 
to keep in mind about the ethics of 
taking nesting photographs. 

It is always best to wait until the 
young have hatched before setting up 
your blind. Use a telephoto lens to take 
your photos so you can set your blind 
up at an ample distance away from the 
nest site. If you need to get close to a 
nest on the ground, you should set 
your blind up at least 100 feet from 
your subject and gradually move it 
closer every day, or every other day, 
until you have it in the right place. 

It’s important to recognize that wild 
birds are not used to human distur¬ 
bance. When you go to your blind to 
photograph, be as quiet as possible to 
avoid disturbing the birds. Always re¬ 
member that you’re trespassing in their 
environment as an uninvited visitor. 

If you notice that the birds become 
upset byyour presence, leave as quickly 
and quietly as possible. The birds’ 
welfare is more important than any 
photograph. Use common Sense and 
be aware of proper wildlife etiquette. 

You’ll be rewarded with an intimate 
look at the life of birds and the op¬ 
portunity to record parts of it when 
the birds are blind to your blind. Wi 



BIRD FEEDING SUPPLIES 

• Expert Advice • No-Waste Bird Seed • Poles 

• Hanging Hardware • Nature Gifts 
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A Family Affair 

One Participant’s View Of The 1989 Christmas Bird Count 

Article by MARCIA BONTA 
Illustrations by JOHN SCHMITT 



T he thermometer read only 
four degrees above zero and 
the wind howled without re¬ 
frain across our snow-covered moun¬ 
tain top. December 16, 1989 marked 
our eleventh Christmas Bird Count 
here in the mountains of central Penn¬ 
sylvania. Weather forecasters had been 
in a frenzy for days, ever since the 
unprecedented cold and wind moved 
into the eastern United States. 

“Wind chill factor 40-degrees below 
zero,” one intoned from his warm 
studio. “Hazardous driving conditions 
due to blowing snow; travelers’ warn¬ 
ings have been issued.” 

The message was clear—stay home 
and sit tight until the weather warms 
up. But tomorrow would be a big day, 
a day for one of our favorite outdoor 
family activities. Tomorrow we would 
be participating in the Christmas Bird 
Count, sponsored by the Juniata Val¬ 
ley Audubon Society of Altoona, 
Pennsylvania. 

Despite the weather, our family— 
my husband Bruce, our sons Steven, 
Mark and David, and myself—settled 
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in to read through two exciting ac¬ 
counts of Christmas birding in antici¬ 
pation for the day ahead. 

First, we read an account of a 
memorable Freeport, Texas, Christmas 
count. Under the direction of world- 
class birder Victor Emmanuel, this 
group of Christmas birders often 
records the most species in North 
America north of Mexico. The second 
article chronicled the pelagic Christ¬ 
mas Bird Count conducted on the 
Bluenose Ferry, which plies the freez¬ 
ing waters between Bar Harbor, Maine, 
and Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. 

We had no chance in the world to 
rack up the number of species that 
Freeport does (usually between 208 
and 216) and we certainly would see 
no pelagic birds here in the woods and 
fields of Pennsylvania. However, these 
accounts helped us capture the spirit 
of the count. 

The Christmas Bird Count was ini¬ 
tiated in 1900 by Frank M. Chapman, 
ornithologist with the American Mu¬ 
seum of Natural History and editor of 
Bird-Lore magazine. The count was 


originally organized as an attempt to 
stop the slaughter of wildlife by the 
gentry at Christmas time. 

The nineteenth century “side hunt,” 
as it was called, was a day-long shooting 
competition held between teams of 
gunmen who shot at anything and 
everything that moved, including 
songbirds, to increase their deadly team 
tallies. 

Instead, Chapman proposed to count 
the total number of birds found in a 
variety of locations and record as many 
species as possible. He began with a 
small core of dedicated people. Over 
the years, as bird watching became 
more popular and bird guidebooks 
more sophisticated, the Christmas Bird 
Count gained tremendous momentum. 

Today over 41,000 people partici¬ 
pate in more than 1500 counts in the 
United States, Canada, the Caribbean, 
Central and South America and even 
some of the Pacific islands such as 
Guam. 

Bird-Lore was eventually superseded 
by Audubon and later the National 
Audubon Society added the bimonthly 














journal American Birds to its publish¬ 
ing schedule. The August edition of 
American Birds is traditionally a mam¬ 
moth volume that contains the com¬ 
plete, world-wide report of the previ¬ 
ous year’s Christmas Bird Count or 
“CBC,” as it is affectionately nicknamed. 

The CBC is now co-sponsored by 
the National Audubon Society and the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 
These sponsors have drawn up spe¬ 
cific guidelines for participants. 

The club compiler is responsible for 
organizing the local count and for the 
accuracy of the final report. Partici¬ 
pants must limit their sightings to a 
designated “count circle,” 15 miles in 
diameter, which has been officially 
accepted by the sponsoring agencies. 
The count area remains the same for as 
long as the group that conducts the 
CBC continues its annual endeavor. 

The compiler also makes the final 
judgment on unusual bird sightings 
reported by counters. Usually the 
compiler asks for a detailed description 
of the bird and its habitat, and some¬ 
times visits the locality the following 
day to see if the bird is still there. Our 
compilers have always been extremely 
conservative and some unusual calls 
have gone unreported. 

Finally, the sponsors set the official 
dates for the count each year. Last 
year’s 90th CBC was held between 
December 16, 1989 and January 7, 
1990. Each compiler then selects one 
day within that period as count day. 
Our compiler usually selects the earli¬ 
est possible date, reasoning that there 
may be more stray migrants lingering 
in the area. 

Some other compilers pick the latest 
possible date, hoping to find more 
northern species such as Common 
Redpolls, Pine Grosbeaks, Snow Bun¬ 
tings, Lapland Longspurs or White¬ 
winged Crossbills. Then, too, in our 
close-knit, family-oriented commu¬ 
nity, the closer the CBC is to the holi¬ 
days, the fewer participants we have. 

Our Audubon Society chapter’s best 
CBC was in 1985 when people and 
weather cooperated and we tallied 66 
species. It was also our family’s best 
effort over the years—30 species— 
including a Golden Eagle that flew low 
over the heads of my sons Steve and 
Mark as they walked up the road to our 
hollow. 
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This year, though, was going to be 
the best no matter what the weather. 
Steve so declared it, and once again 
roped his brother Mark (whom he 
considers good luck because of that 
Golden Eagle sighting) into being his 
birding partner. 

He also issued the game plan: his 
father and I would cover the bird feeder 
and the mountaintop trails. Meantime, 
Mark and he would exhaustively 
explore the numerous sheltered 
hollows on both sides of the ridge. 
Their route would require far more 
strenuous walking and twice as 
many miles as our assignment but 
Steve figured it would be no 
problem. Our third son David 
would help us with the feeder 
sightings. 

At dawn, after eating a substan¬ 
tial portion of the blueberry pie I 
baked the night before, Steve and 
Mark bundled up as never before 
and walked off into the frozen 
morning air, binoculars in hand. 

They would scour the tangles of 
wild grapes, mazes of mountain 
laurel shrubs and field edges 
clogged with blackberry and black 
raspberry brambles for the cold- 
weather birds that remained. 

Bruce and I watched from the 
kitchen window as they crossed 
the field and headed up Sapsucker 
Ridge while we comfortably ate 
our omelets, drank morning cof¬ 
fee and counted the birds that 
began visiting our feeder. 

A Red-bellied Woodpecker was 
first, followed by a White-breasted 
Nuthatch, two Northern Cardinals, 
two Tufted Titmice, a Black-capped 
Chickadee, an American Goldfinch, 
12 Tree Sparrows and 14 Dark-eyed 
Juncos that sparred with 76 House 
Finches for a place at our two feeders 
and the ground below them. 

By9:30a.m. Iwasreadyto brave the 
frosty morning and collect Bruce from 
his warm seat by the heating register. 
We dressed and waddled outside feel¬ 
ing like Eskimos in the Arctic. David 
continued to watch the feeders for the 
Carolina Wren and Pine Siskins we 
were still expecting. 

As the wind blasted our faces with 
cold air, our bird count remained zero 
after a half-mile of walking. As we 
reached the sheltered side of the ridge, 


the weather seemed much more pleas¬ 
ant, and the birds in residence re¬ 
flected it. 

I heard the high-pitched calls of 
Golden-crowned Kinglets, but couldn’t 
see them. We listed them as a species, 
according to the CBC guidelines and 
continued onward. 

We saw a Downy Woodpecker, 80 



Dark-eyed Juncos in a stand of golden- 
rod, White-throated Sparrows and an¬ 
other Tree Sparrow before Bruce spot¬ 
ted two Common Ravens—a rare CBC 
sighting. We pushed on. 

I like winter and I don’t mind the 
cold if I’m properly dressed. Walking 
through snow where only the animals 
have walked before me and threading 
my way along old lumbering roads 
and deer trails is one of life’s supreme 
pleasures. 

As we continued, we counted five 
Cedar Waxwings in a hedgerow. Then 
I spotted a brown-backed bird that 
turned its lightly-spotted white breast 
toward me while another obligingly 


tipped its reddish-brown tail up and 
down like ... a Hermit Thrush! I was 
euphoric as I watched it and confident 
that I would have at least one surprise 
species to report to Steve. 

On our way back home the woods 
became livelier in the noonday sun¬ 
shine. Three American Robins called 
from the blackberry brambles; a Ruffed 
Grouse exploded from a mountain 
laurel shrub. We saw our second 
Pileated Woodpecker, two 
American Goldfinches, a North¬ 
ern Cardinal and a Tufted Tit¬ 
mouse. 

At the wood’s edge, we looked 
upward to see one, then a second 
Turkey Vulture. They skimmed 
by so low that we could see their 
red faces without binoculars. 
They were the first Turkey Vul¬ 
tures ever seen during our 
chapter’s CBC! 

When we arrived home at 1:00 
p.m., there were two notes on 
the table. One was David’s: one 
Carolina Wren, three Pine 
Siskens. The other was from Steve 
and Mark: 25 species, including 
15 Tundra Swans, a Hairy 
Woodpecker, a Brown Creeper, 
two Winter Wrens, three White- 
throated Sparrows, a Song Spar¬ 
row, 41 Cedar Waxwings, 16 
Golden-crowned Kinglets, 13 
American Robins; but no Hermit 
Thrushes, Common Ravens or 
Turkey Vultures. 

I tallied up our morning’s count 
and found that we had already 
equalled our previous family 
record of 30 species. When I con¬ 
sidered the birds we hadn’t seen 
yet, my adrenalin surged. This could 
really be a banner CBC, in spite of the 
weather. 

After lunch and a warm rest I de¬ 
cided to give it one more try before 
dark. At 3:00 p.m. the sun had already 
left the hollow and the shadows were 
long. Nevertheless, a Winter Wren 
popped up from beside the frozen 
stream, and from the depths of a large 
hemlock tree I heard what I had come 
for—the hoots of a Great Homed Owl. 

1 arrived home only minutes before 
the boys, who did not see or hear the 
owl. But Steve was looking more com¬ 
placent than ever before and his first 
words reinforced his look. 
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“Anything you have, we have more 
of," he asserted confidently. But seeing 
the look on my face, he asked, “Well, 
what did you get?” 

“Two Hermit Thrushes,” I said 
hopefully. 

“We saw three,” he countered. 

“Common Ravens?” I ventured tim¬ 
idly. 

“Hey! Good sighting,” he acknowl¬ 
edged graciously. 

“Two Turkey Vultures,” I stated 
firmly, saving the best for last. 

“You’re kidding?” he said. 

“Nope,” Bruce interjected authorita¬ 
tively. “I saw them too.” 

Along with my Great Homed Owl, I 
had given them three more species. 
And David’s Pine Siskins turned out to 
be the only ones seen that day. 

But Steve and Mark had reason to 
gloat. They told us of the Great Blue 
Heron that flew up obligingly from a 
neighbor’s frozen pond; the Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet feeding at another 
neighbor’s feeder along with 60 
Mourning Doves; two Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers cavorting in a tree; a flock 
of 20 Eastern Bluebirds eating wild 
grapes, two Mallards along the 
riverbank; 10 Wild Turkeys in a thicket; 
and the Red-tailed Hawk and Ameri¬ 
can Kestrel that flew overhead, one 
behind the other as if they had been 
conjured up just for the boys’ viewing 
pleasure. 

They had seen 39 species in all. With 
the four species we supplied, we had 
observed a stupendous 43 species. Al¬ 
together the four of us had walked 28 
miles and had been abroad a com¬ 
bined total of 27 hours. 

Later, when we called in our obser¬ 
vations, our compiler was thrilled. Few 
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people had ventured out, even in cars. 
She had faithfully combed the valley 
roads, but she had a relatively poor 
count. The State College Bird Club 
that conducts a CBC nearby had simi¬ 
lar results. 

“Why did you do so well and the 
others so poorly?” she asked. 

I suggested it was because we used 
shoe leather instead of gas power. With 
the weather like this, the birds were 
hiding back in sheltered pockets, and 
many of those pockets are far from the 
nearest roads. Then, too, every year we 
get to know our area better and expand 
our coverage a little more. 

For once Steve was satisfied. He 
didn’t talk about “next year we will...” 
as he always does. But then, there 
would be no next year for him or his 
brothers. All three were fledging in 
January—Steve to Utah, Mark to Niger 
(in Africa) and David to State College. 


“You can always participate in a CBC 
in Utah,” I comforted Steve. 

“It wouldn’t be 
the same,” he answered, a few 
“I’ll be home for the "•*** 
Christmas Bird Count. 


If you are interested in par¬ 
ticipating in the 1990 Christmas 
Bird Count, contact the offices of 
American Birds at the National 
Audubon Society headquarters 
at 950 Third Avenue, New York, 
NY 10022, or telephone (212) 
832-3200. They will provide the 
location of the nearest CBC group 
in your area and information 
about how you can contact the 
compiler of that group and join 
the fun of birding in the 91st 
Christmas Bird Count. 
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Winter Birds Of The 
Southwest 

A Story Of Life And Death Encounters In The Backyard 

Article by LARRY GATES 
Photography by TERRIE GATES 


1 heard someone knocking at the 
sliding-glass door. When I 
looked up to see who it was, I 
saw no one. Yet the knocking contin¬ 
ued. This time I looked down toward 
the ground—it was the roadrunner. 
He fanned his tail like a turkey gob¬ 
bler, but I wasn’t impressed. I wasn’t 


exactly thrilled with the roadrunner— 
he’s been eating our hummingbirds 
again. 

During the winter we live in a birding 
paradise—a small cottage in Portal, 
Arizona. On one side of our home is a 
valley that slopes several miles down 
to the New Mexico state line. On the 


other side are the jagged cliffs at the 
entrance to Cave Creek Canyon. Here 
we enjoy the luxury of watching a 
wonderful variety of wild birds that we 
attract to our yard with feeders and 
birdbaths. 

Every day we feed sugar water to 
three different kinds of orioles: Scott’s, 


Greater Roadrunners are hardy desert predators that can become a problem when they attack birds attracted 
to backyard feeders and bird baths. 
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Hooded and Northern (Bullock's race) 
We debate endlessly about which of 
these brightly-colored species is the 
most beautiful. Their colorful orange, 
yellow and black feathers brighten our 
yard as well as our day, as they dart 
from the branches of the elms and 
mesquite into the bright sunlight. 

Often there are dozens of humming¬ 
birds darting by to feed at the hum¬ 
mingbird feeders. Occasionally one will 
begin a spectacular courtship flight 
and etch semi-circles into the sky. We 
have seen 12 different hummingbird 
species in our yard. 

A pair of Curve-billed Thrashers nest 
in the cholla cactus near our front door 
step. Throughout the day we see the 
thrashers gathering food and returning 
to their nest to feed their young. They 
fly only two feet above the bare ground 
en route to the nest. Both adults tend 
the young, but one bird usually stands 
guard on the fence while the other 
searches for food. 

Their nest is built with twigs and 
lined with grass. It was built atop an 
old Cactus Wren’s nest. I thought the 
nest to be unprotected and vulnerable 


to predation, until I brushed against 
the cholla as I attempted to peek at the 
gaping mouths of the four nestlings. I 
spent the next hour plucking cactus 
spines out of my arm and shirt sleeve. 

This morning I saw the roadrunner 
standing in the shade of the pome¬ 
granate tree. It looked like a plant with 
bristly leaves. It usually walks through 
the yard, or stoops its head low and 
runs quickly for cover. Occasionally it 
flies low over the ground for about 
twenty feet or so. 

There is a cultivated nonchalance 
about our roadrunner—an insouci¬ 
ance which, I am afraid, should not be 
trusted. It doesn’t appear to be up to 
anything, but.... The Gambel’s Quail 
pecking at the scattered grain pause in 
mid-step and gaze at him. They know 
the roadrunner’s sham. 

Early this morning I saw White- 
throated Swifts swirling, soaring, 
turning, gliding in the sky over the 
mouth of the canyon. Sometimes these 
cigar-shaped birds fly together, slap¬ 
ping their narrow wings together and 
embracing, then falling toward the 
earth, turning slowly, making love 
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Three species of orioles visit the author's feeders: the Hooded, Northern 
(Bullock's race) and Scott's. 
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A rare visitor to backyard bird baths, the distinctive Montezuma Quail is 
found only in Arizona, New Mexico and Mexico. 



A pair of Curve-billed Thrashers nested in a nearby cholla cactus—a 
formidable, spiny fortress. 


The rare Magnificent 
Hummingbird is one of 
the 12 hummingbird 
species that frequent the 
author’s nectar feeders. 
The northern tip of its 
range extends into the 
area surrounding Portal, 
Arizona. 



shamelessly in the bright desert sky. 

A rustic fence stands just below our 
view of the mouth of the canyon. The 
fence is made of rough-hewn juniper. 
No two boards are alike. From time to 
time, birds perch on this fence—White¬ 
winged Doves, Black-headed Gros¬ 
beaks and Gambel’s Quail, each with a 
large apostrophe balanced on the top 
of their heads. 

We have several ways of attracting 
birds to the yard. First of all, we spread 
peanut butter mixed with com meal 
on the top of the fence. We spread milo 
on the ground and put sunflower seeds 
in a feeder. Of course, we put out sugar 
water in hummingbird feeders and in 
tilted mason jars for orioles. We also 
keep water in a couple of bird baths. 

The peanut butter is always a hit. 
The Plain Titmice come to the fence as 
soon as we walk out the door with ajar 
and a knife. House Finches, Cactus 
Wrens, Acom Woodpeckers, Canyon 
Towhees, White-breasted Nuthatches, 
Curve-billed Thrashers, Northern 
Cardinals, Scrub Jays, Bewick’s Wrens, 
Yellow-breasted Chats, Summer 
Tanagers and Northern Mockingbirds 
all come regularly to eat this treat. 

All these birds also come for water— 
as do many other species—especially 
during dry spells. The bird baths are 
good places to practice discriminating 
between Brown-crested and Ash- 
throated Flycatchers. They are also 
good places to learn the difference 
between Curve-billed and Crissal 
Thrashers. When the Lucy’s Warblers 
come for a drink or batfy, we are con¬ 
tinually amazed at how small they are. 

About mid-afternoon I saw a road- 
runner perched on the horses’ water¬ 
ing trough. There was a Chihuahuan 
whiptail lizard hanging from the side 
of his beak. I knew there was another 
roadrunner in the yard somewhere— 
I heard it rattle its beak. 

A family of Gambel’s Quail squeezed 
through a hole in the fence and joined 
two other quail families eating seed we 
had broadcast on the ground. They 
pecked, then kicked around, then 
scratched with one or two toes. I spotted 
the roadrunner back under the 
pomegranate. It had its head tilted up 
and seemed to be looking at the sun. It 
yawned—siesta time? 

Then the old trickster decided to 
take a stroll. It seemed to be walking 
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sideways to, or away from, the quail. 
But for some mysterious reason, he 
kept getting closer. It looked like 
trouble to me. I turned my head to 
look at a female oriole sticking its head 
down into the syrup jar. The sun was 
in my eyes and I couldn’t decide if it 
was a Hooded or a Northern. 

1 heard some commotion and turned 
back toward the quail. I saw dust flying 
and wings flapping. Feathered bodies 
were running in half-circles and 
quarter-circles. The roadrunner’s tail 
skidded in the dirt. A mated pair of 
adult quail had their heads down and 
were ramming into him. 

The roadrunner wheeled about, fled, 
then ran into another mated pair of 
quail who also rammed him and pecked 
at him. All the chicks from both broods 
were either frozen still or fleeing. The 
roadrunner backed off. 

Quail, large and small, tip-toed 
rapidly to the hole in the fence, then 
funneled through like sand in an 
hourglass. 

Besides tormenting the quail, the 
roadrunner has become rather adept 
at catching hummingbirds at our 
feeders. The roadrunner creeps down 
the roof to dip his scythe-like bill be¬ 
low the eaves where the red tubes of 
nectar hang and waits for an oppor¬ 
tunity to snatch a hummer out of the 
air. It also stands beneath the feeders 
and looks up at the buzzing confusion 
of miniature wings and beaks and waits 
for a predator’s opportunity. 

As we ate supper that night, we were 
discussing ways to discourage road- 
runners, Cooper’s Hawks and other 
predators from feasting on our back¬ 
yard birds. Our friend, Harriet, stopped 
talking in the middle of a sentence and 
pointed into the dim twilight beyond 
the screen. 

“What’s that?” she asked. 

There were, it seemed to me, two 
stones balanced side by side on the 
edge of the bird bath. I lifted my bin¬ 
oculars and the stones came to life. 

They were a rare treat—Montezuma 
Quail—a harlequin-patterned male, 
and a tan female. They provided a 
fitting end to a 
birdy winter day as 
they drank the 
darkened water 
amid the night’s 
silence. 
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for bird watching 
friends—oryourself! 
Subscribe by sending 
$15 for six colorful, 
information-packed 
bimonthly issues to: 


backyard 
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BIRD WATCHER S DIGEST 

Box 110, Dept, a wb 2 Marietta, OH 45750 
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Wild Bird Supplies 
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Backyard Wildlife 
Habitat Services 
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(800) 451-6544 


HAVAHART 

LIVE CAGE ANIMAL TRAPS 


Raccoon Traps $49.00 
Squirrel Traps $29.00 
Plus $3.00 shipping and handling 

(800) 451-6544 

Wholesale catalogs available to dealers. 
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Article and Photographs by CHARLIE HEIDECKER 


Banding Maine 
Ospreys 


Maine’s Warren Island Provides A Prime 
Nesting Location For Ospreys 
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I t’s exciting that Ospreys 
are making a comeback 
along the East Coast of 
the United States and 
Canada. This photo essay 
documents the banding of an 
Osprey that fledged from a 
nest near Islesboro, Maine, 
on Warren Island. 

The Osprey pair had con¬ 
structed their nest on an artifi¬ 
cial platform that had been 
built in a 35-foot tall pine tree 
snag located near the island 
shoreline. Naturalist Roger 
Exline climbed to the nest to 
band the Osprey nestling. 

O ne adult Osprey was 
very attentive. It flew 
overhead and landed 
nearby, calling loudly through¬ 
out the banding exercise. As 
Roger climbed to the nest, the 
adult began swooping low to 
intimidate the intruder. 

To facilitate easier banding— 
and photography—Roger 
brought the feathered nestling 
down the ladder and banded it 


on the ground. He banded the 
Osprey using regulation “lock- 
on” bands issued by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Without delay, he returned 
the soon-to-fledge Osprey to 
the nest with its new bracelet 
that would identify it through¬ 
out its lifetime. 
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Birder Cameras: 

The New Automatics 


With Autofocus And Programmed Autoexposure, The New Single Lens 
Reflex Cameras Let You Concentrate On The Birds. 

by GENE BOOTH 

W hen you take to the field, 
the last thing you want 
to do is carry around a 
lot of heavy, bulky equipment. For 
birders who plan to photograph their 
quarry, the latest models of 35mm 
cameras have improved your options. 

Today, camera manufacturers have 
made the versatile single lens reflex 
(SLR) cameras virtually as simple to 
use as the “auto everything” point- 
and-shoot automatics. Moreover, the 
new SLRs are almost as lightweight as 
the automatics. 



Pentax SF10 


35mm Single Lens Reflex Cameras For Birders 
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LX 
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Space age materials are incorporated 
into the new cameras to provide lighter 
but solid construction. The miniatur¬ 
ization of the electronics that provide 
computerization reduce the camera's 
weight. In addition, some manufactur¬ 
ers have developed special lightweight 
long lenses for the SLRs that seemed to 
have been designed with bird pho¬ 
tography in mind. 

Autofocusing SLRs have been around 
a couple of years now, and while this 
marvel of hands-off camera operation 
requires some careful thought before 
using, it can be a comfort to the birder 
in the field. The significant thing is that 
manufacturers are turning out longer 
lenses in the autofocus (AF) mode. 
Minolta’s 100-300mm AF zoom and 
Canon’s 70-210mm AF zoom each are 
impressive additions to any camera 
bag. 

Metering 

Most modern SLRs have built-in 
exposure metering that controls the 
exposure in various operating modes. 
Automatic exposure (AE) control pro¬ 
vides the option of shutter priority, in 
which the shutter speed determines 
the exposure. Aperture priority pro¬ 
vides an alternate f-stop preference 
that controls the shutter speed assigned. 

With aperture priority autoexposure, 
you select the f-stop to control the 
depth of field in the photo. By opening 
the f-stop to a wider aperture, you 
achieve a sharp focus on the subject 
while throwing the foreground and 
background out of focus. By extending 
the depth of field with a smaller f-stop 
you will capture all elements of the 
image in sharp focus. 

Similarly,shutter-priority 
autoexposure lets you choose the 
shutter speed to focus on the action, 
either by freezing it with a fast shutter 
speed or by enhancing the motion 


•Handcrafted 
•Western Red Cedar 
and Redwood 
•Satisfaction Guaranteed 


■ **«* *<^ 



Inquiries 


OBF-1 $95 16x23 OBF-2 $120 18x24 

H B Oak Ridge Products Dept Wi 

RD2 Box 1022, Cobleskill, NY 12043 « 518-234-7607 


Authorized Dealer for the 
World’s Finest in 
Binoculars & Spotting Scopes 

Leitz • Zeiss • Swarovski 
Leupold • Nikon • Bausch & Lomb 
Mirador • Kowa • Swift 
Celestron • Meade • TeleVue 
Bushnell • Minolta • aus Jena 
Questar • 

Informations Price List Available 

Toll Free Order Line 800-289-1132 ,,«■/?; - ■. 


maam 


6109 Odana Rd. Madison, WI 53719 
(608)271-4751 



Nothing is as exci 
sending out a sou 
having dozens of so 
flying in to you in ji 


Hours of waiting or days of feeding are no longer neces¬ 
sary. This 56 page book details methods and techniques 
deeded to call songbirds within arm’s length. Here is a 
complete calling/photographing system in one volume. 

SEND FOR YOUR COPY TODAY! 



• Made entirely of aluminum & steel 
with easy to see through lexon ^ 
hopper - holds appr. 10 lbs. of seed. 

• Divided into four sections, with eight 
feeding stations 

• You will never have to worry about squirrels 
destroying your feeder again. 

— Engineered to last a lifetime! — 
SQUIRREL PROOF 
This attractive feeder is divided into four c 
sections, which can be filled with sunflower, 
thistle, or any other mixed seed blend appeal¬ 
ing to the palates of your favorite feathered 
customers. Two specially designed finch 
feeding stations are included in addition to 
eight feeding stations. 

h/i&ctfo/e P/LOttucts 



THE LAST FEEDER YOUR 
BIRDS WILL EVER NEED! 


WildBird / December 1990 31 
































Bird House 


Bird Feeder 



Overall size H 8" W 7" L 9" 

Durable fade-resistant poly 
Bottom opening for clean out or filling 
Feeder holds 4 lbs. seed 

$39.95 each plus $3.00 shipping & handling - prompt shipment 
INCORPORATED 

|P.O. Box 108, Le Sueur, MN 56058 • 1-800-426-1848 
Dealers Welcome 



COSTA RICA! 


fr*' Enjoy binding, hiking or just 
relaxing in 500 acres of lush 
rainforest and butterfly gardens 
along the Sarapiqui River. 

Excellent accomodations with 
private bath and a friendly, 
knowlegeable staff. 

For more information call-./ity 
1-800-451-7111 wb /20 & 

Selva Verde Lodge -r-/ 

3540 N.W. 13th Street \ 

Gainesville, FL 32609 \ / £. 




Minolta Maxxum 8000i 


with a slower speed. 

In all models you may still revert to 
manual control and crank in your 
preferred shutter speed and f-stop as 
you always have. The manual mode j 
lets you create effects beyond the ca¬ 
pabilities of the automatic modes. You 
might want to overexpose the subject 
for a high-key effect or underexpose it 
to make a silhouette. 

More sophisticated programmed AE 
functions also are available on some 
SLRs. Typically, these include a scenic 
setting, an action setting and a general 
purpose “normal” setting. 

In these programmed modes, the 
camera computes the exact exposure 
for the type of subject without any 
action on your part. It sets its own 
priorities for shutter or aperture to fit 
the program choice or averages them 
for a perfectly exposed picture. 

High-end models from some 
manufacturers incorporate computer- 
chip technology to tailor special pro¬ 
grammed operations. In some cases 
these programs operate in conjunction 1 
with the particular autofocus lens. 

For instance, Canon’s EOS 10S has 
an accessory bar code reader to input 
the program from a set of typical ex¬ 
ample cards. Minolta’s Maxxum 8000i 
uses chip-like “creative expansion 
cards” that slip into a slot in the camera 
body. 

One programmed mode controls the 
built-in pop-up or external dedicated 
flash units, which provides automati¬ 
cally correct exposures. Although this 
function may be of little interest to 
birders in the field, it can provide the 
proper lighting ratio in synchro-sun- 
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light images. In some cases, it can also 
capture nighttime background lights 
while the foreground subject is prop¬ 
erly lighted. 

A programmed feature that some 
SLRs share automatically brackets ex¬ 
posures for a series of three pictures. 
Tied in with the automatic film advance, 
this feature varies exposure from one- 
third f-stop over to one-third f-stop 
under for the same scene. This gives 
you the choice of subtly different ex¬ 
posures. In some systems, you can 
even adjust the bracketing to vary as 
much as four f-stops to dramatically 
alter the visual effects from a high key 
to a low tone image. 

As you move up the scale in cameras, 
the through-the-lens light metering 
systems add functionality. Most cam¬ 
eras provide a center-weighted aver¬ 
aging for the scene, but higher end 
systems add spot readings and multi¬ 
segment averaging with a flip of a 
switch. What more can you ask for? 

Lenses 

Lens selection in the field depends 
on your subject and the photo method 
you’re going to use. For the smaller 
songbirds in the trees, you’ll need the 
longer and faster lenses—400 to 
600mm with openings of f2.8 to f4. 
They’re also bulky heavyweights, and 
a sturdy tripod—or at least a 
monopod—to hold them steady also 
must be carried along. 

In more open areas where shorebirds 
and waterfowl are found, and when 
shooting from blinds, more moderate 
telephotos can be used. This is where 
the lighter lenses come into play. It’s 
also where autofocus works best. 

Manufacturers use differing means 
to accomplish the automatic focusing. 
Contrast against the surroundings, 
movement or texture are all used to 
trigger the focusing mechanism. Re¬ 
gardless of the method, the systems 
push their limits when attempting to 
photograph small birds fluttering amid 
tree leaves or thick cover. 

They do function satisfactorily in the 
more open shoreline, water or sky 
scenes. For these applications you’ll 
want to check out Minolta’s 100- 
300mm f4.5-5.6 zoom, Pentax's 70- 
210mm f4-5.6 zoom, Canon’s 100- 
300mm f5.6 or Nikon’s 75-300mm 
f4.5 zoom. 


HYLARIOUS 


THE ORIGINAL SQUIRREL PROOF BIRDFEEDER 

The Graham Carlson Company has 
been in business for over 20 years and 
l cited in numerous publications as the 
I answer to squirrels raiding at the 
I birdfeeder. 

The counterweight system will close 
off the feed opening when a squirrel 
tries to feed. The Hylarious® ts also 
adjustable to eliminate unwanted 
J birds. Made of painted, heavy gauge 
, sheet metal (simulated redwood or 
beige). The Hylarious®can be mount¬ 
ed on any 2x2" or 2x4" post, or a port¬ 
able stand kit made of long lasting 
clear redwood is available. 

Graham Carlson Co., Inc. Hylarious® Birdfeeder - $55.95 
P.O. Box 10751 Redwood Stand Kit - $27.95 

2431 South Shore Boulevard 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 ( 612 ) 426-4015 

No additional shipping/handling charges. Please note color choice when ordering. 



Recycled Paper 

THE RIGHT MESSAGE 

S AVE NATURAL RESOURCES AND 
show others you care with 
beautiful note cards, stationery, 
gift wrap, and holiday cards made 
from recycled paper. Printing, office, 
copy, and computer papers are 
also available. Send for your free 
catalog today. 


Share of Profit to support Wildlife 


BIRD 8c WILDLIFE 

T-Shirts & Sweatshirts 


Beautiful Full Color 
Graphics 


irapl 

WRITE OR CALL 
1-800-233-2302 
For Free Color Catalog 

Wild About Birds 


(low birders can carry binoculars in ease and comfort with 

The Rhino-Roo Binocular Vest 

■ The RNIM0-R00 POUCH has room for binoculars, field guide, note pad and snack. 

■ frees up your hands and mind, lets you concentrate on birding full-time! 

■ Protects your binocular investment anywhere, anytime. 

■ Excellent for use at any sporting event. 

■ USA Manufactured, state-of-the-art construction in 6 nylon color options: blue, 
green, brown, blaze orange, camouflage, blaze camouflage. 

■ fleece construction available for extra stealth in 2 color options: camouflage, 
blaze orange. 



To Order, Clip this coupon and mail with check to: 

DEEPEST VALLEY DE5IGM5, P.O. BOX 1592, BISHOP, CA 93515 

Please ship-Mylon Rhino-Roos Ca $24.95 

Please ship_Fleece Rhino-Roos (a $28.95 

Add $3.00 per vest shipping/handling 
5pecify color and number of each color ordered: 

Mylon: □ blue □ green □ brown □ blaze orange 

□ camouflage □ blaze camouflage. Fleece: □ camouflage 

□ blaze orange Check enclosed for $_ 

I belong to a bird watching club and our members would like to purchase at 
a group rate. Please call ( )_or send Info to: 
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BAUSCH&LOMB® 

Custom® Binoculars 


Ideal for birding. Light¬ 
weight. 13 ft. Close 
focus. Long eye relief. 



BIRDING 



THE POKE BOAT 8 

ITS EVERYTHING AA CANOE ISN’T. 

It weighs only 28 Call toll-free 

1 - 800 - 



pounds. For 


than $700 you 


! Make a career out of 
I your love of animals! 

I Home study prepares you for great job! 
■ In animal care/veterinary assistance... 

I helps you give your own pet top care. too. 
1 School of Animal Science - Dept CP407 
I 2245 Perimeter Park - Atlanta, GA 30341 


, FREE BOOKLET: 800-223-4542 




Say you saw it in 



Your guide to birding at its best 



Discover the fun of 
feeding wild Birds 

Send for our free catalog 
for the widest selection 
of feeders, houses, feeds, 
books, videos and more. 
Wild Bird Supplies Dept, wb 
4815 Oak St. Crystal Lake, IL 60012 


The more advanced autofocus sys¬ 
tems can be programmed to follow- 
focus on action scenes. The system 
predicts where the subject will be as 
the shutter is released and moves the 
point of focus to that spot as the mirror 
flips out of the way. With this option, 
a bird flying toward the camera will be 
in focus the moment the exposure is 
made, which could mean the difference 
between a sharp or blurred flight photo. 

To assist you in choosing the camera 
for bird photography, we have as¬ 
sembled a chart that lists each 35mm 
SLR on the market and the features 


they offer. It's up to you to do the 
shopping. To obtain more information 
about specific models, contact the 
camera manufacturers listed in the 
accompanying camera directory. 

Overall, today’s cameras have ad¬ 
vanced to new levels of sophistication 
with space age advances in metering, 
computerized programming and 
autofocus options. The new models 
remain affordable and surely provide a 
wide range of options for bird pho¬ 
tographers using 35mm SLR cameras. 
Now all you need 
are the birds! 




Canon EOS700 with autofocus zoom lens 


WildBird 

Camera 

Directory 

Contax 

100 Randolph Road 

Somerset NJ 08875 

Leica 

156 Ludlow Avenue 

Northvale NJ 07647 

For additional information about 
35mm single lens reflex cameras 
and lenses for birders, contact the 
Customer Service Department at 
the following addresses: 

Camera Manufacturers 

Minolta 

101 Williams Drive 

Ramsey NJ 07446 

Nikon 

623 Stewart Avenue 

Garden City NY 11530 

Canon 

One Canon Plaza 

Lake Success NY 11042 

Olympus 

145 Crossways Park West 
Woodbury NY 11797 

Chinon 

1065 Bristol Road 

Mountainside NJ 07092 

Pentax 

35 Inverness Drive East 
Englewood CO 80112 
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EXPOSE A DUNE WITH A VIEW WITH 
OUR NEW PROCES METERING SYSTEM. 


I It had been 115° since 9a.m. 

I And as a wind began its ascent 
I from the west something jolted the 
I horizon. A red adirondack chair 



H £. 


that seemed to smell of pine. The 
rest is photography. ThePentax 
art of photography. 

Perhaps a moment like this 
doesn’t occur often, but when 
it does there’s an urgency, a 
quickness of breath that 
demands a camera that can 
capture that mood. That 
camera is the Pentax SF10 with 
its PROCES Metering System. 

Imagine a bright subject 
against severe backlighting. To 
avoid under or overexposure 
our PROCES Metering System 
automatically compensates by 
taking separate readings from 
the background as well as the 
center of the frame resulting 
in a crisp, sharp image. And 
when combined with the 
CENTIC panel which relays 
all relevant information, you 
can see 
why this 
camera is 
considered user friendly. 

The SF10 is geared to those 
whose aspirations have no 
limitations. And it comes 
equipped with Auto Focusing, 
Auto Exposure, and a Built-in 
Retractable TTL Auto Flash. 
And for more information, see 
your local Pentax dealer. 



















Birder's Guide to 
California's 
Salton Sea 

Article and Photographs by GREG R. HOMEL 
























B eyond a doubt, Salton Sea, which is 
located in the heart of California’s 
vast southern desertlands, is among 
the most unique birding locales in the nation. 
A total of 371 species have been recorded in the 
area. Several birds considered to be primarily 
tropical species make their only debut north of 
the Mexican border here. In addition, the sheer 
number of waterbirds that this salty wetland 
hosts is astonishing, especially in light of the 
remote location of this inland “sea.” 

Naturally, this birding hot spot attracts birders 
from all comers of the United States and Canada 
who are eager to add one of the “Salton Sea 
specialties,”—perhaps a Blue-footed Booby or 
[ Yellow-footed Gull—to their life lists. And there 

is always the possibility of discovering a new 
record for California. For instance, in the spring 
of 1983 a Spotted Redshank, a Eurasian 
shorebird, dazzled California birders in its full 
breeding plumage. 

Salton Sea is a big place—35 miles long and 
from nine to 16 miles wide—covering about 
380 square miles. The shoreline alone spans 
115 miles. In addition, there are good birding 
opportunities beyond the limits of the water in 
agricultural areas and native desert habitats. 
Most birds, especially the areas’ “specialties,” 

I i are extremely seasonal. Therefore, it is impor¬ 

tant for visiting birders to have a basic idea of 
the birds they would like to see. You should 
l familiarize yourselves with when and where 
these birds are likely to be found before ven¬ 
turing to this unique man-made saline lake. 

If you are considering a visit to the Salton Sea 
in the near future, come along on this four- 
season tour of California’s unmatched birding 
I wonderland, the Salton Sea. 

Winter 

Anyone who has visited the Imperial or 
Coachella valleys in winter is likely to be 
charmed by the groves of date palms, soft 
desert pastel colors and lazy, mild-weather 
days bathed in golden sunlight. When most of 
the country is languishing under winter’s chilly 
grip and even the coastal slope of California is 
inundated by heavy clouds, fog or rain, the 
Salton Sea area basks in warm sunlight, pro¬ 
tected by a rain shadow created by the sur¬ 
rounding mountain ranges. 

Winter at Salton Sea brings ducks and geese— 
hundreds of thousands of them. Somehow, 
multitudes of these long-distance migrants that 
breed in the far north, know of this “land of 
everlasting summer” and call the area their 
winter home. 

The fields within and surrounding Salton Sea 
National Wildlife Refuge, located on the 
southern end of the lake, attract large numbers 


of Snow, Ross’ and Canada Geese each winter. 
By far, the most abundant species utilizing the 
area is the Snow Goose. It is not unusual to 
sight flocks containing up to 10,000 Snows, 
and the sight and sounds of so many emissaries 
from the Arctic Circle is memorable indeed. 

From November through February, these 
Snow Geese are abundant. Most of their ranks 
consist of the white phase, but in this area 
about one out of 2000 are “Blue Geese.” 

If you look closely, some of the snowy flocks 
harbor numbers of the world’s smallest goose. 
Least numerous of North America’s indigenous 
geese, Ross’ Geese charm observant birders 
with their tiny bodies and bi-colored, almost 
conical bills that set them apart from their 
white relatives. Canada Geese by the thousands 
add to the honking profusion. 

At times, the sky for miles in every direction 
is alive with the sounds and movement of 
flocks of geese—an awe-inspiring sight indeed! 

In addition to geese, wintertime at Salton Sea 
is a paradise for the “duck enthusiasts” as 31 
species have been recorded. Northern Shovel- 
ers, Northern Pintails and American Wigeons 
winter by the thousands with other dabbling 
duck species in the freshwater marshes of the 
Imperial Valley near the Salton Sea’s south 
end. These wetlands are protected by Salton 
Sea National Wildlife Refuge, Wister Water- 
fowl Management Area, and Finney and Ramer 
lakes on the Imperial Wildlife Area. 

Diving ducks are usually found on the open 
waters of the Salton Sea itself. The ubiquitous 
Ruddy Duck is probably the most abundant 
duck at Salton Sea. They may be seen floating 
on nearly every open body of water, including 
the salty expanse of the lake itself, where the 
tiny ducks dot the water’s surface to the hori¬ 
zon. 

Smaller numbers of other diving ducks also 
winter here, including Canvasbacks, Redheads, 
Ring-necked Ducks, Lesser Scaup and the 
beautiful Common Goldeneyes. 

Among the winter shorebirds are Black¬ 
necked Stilts, their pied plumage and bright 
pink legs adding color along the Salton Sea 
shoreline. Although the stilts are year-round 
residents in the area, several shorebirds use 
Salton Sea as their winter home. 

Among them the Stilt Sandpiper is a species 
notably rare elsewhere in California. The Salton 
Sea is the sole location in California where this 
arctic breeder and winter resident of Argentina 
can be found during winter. Search for them 
among the numerous Long-billed Dowitchers 
that are found in shallow freshwater ponds at 
Unit 1 of the Salton Sea National Wildlife 
Refuge and at Wister Waterfowl Management 
Area. 







The shorebird of greatest interest to winter 
birders is not a typical “shorebird” at all. The 
field-loving Mountain Plover is a vacationer 
from prairies hundreds of miles to the north 
and east. Here it is locally common in agricul¬ 
tural fields south of Salton Sea, particularly 
fields bordering English Road between Salton 
Sea National Wildlife Refuge and Wister Wa¬ 
terfowl Management Area. 

A number of birds of prey can also be found 
here in winter. Both the Imperial Valley to the 
south of Salton Sea and the Coachella Valley to 
the north provide ideal winter hunting grounds 
for many raptors. The meticulous birder may 
sight a number of Northern Harriers floating 
low over fields and marshes or Red-tailed Hawks 
soaring wide circles in the skies above them. 

Particularly in the vicinity of the city of 
Thermal you may be able to glimpse the regal 
Ferruginous hawks. Occasionally, even Rough¬ 
legged Hawks are sighted hovering over an 
open field or perched on a roadside power line. 

Near the estuaries of the New, Alamo and 
Whitewater rivers, Osprey sit patiently atop 
submerged trees, vigilant sentinels keeping a 
sharp eye out for fish. Even Bald Eagles and 
Peregrine Falcons are occasionally sighted 
passing through the area. 

Spring and Fall 

Spring and fall migrations bring the greatest 
diversity of birds to Salton Sea. It is possible to 
see nearly any migratory bird species indigenous 
to the western United States during migrations. 
In addition, many species nest here each spring. 

Some spectacular species that have turned 
up here in the spring include the Laysan Alba¬ 
tross, Brown Booby, Reddish Egret, Zone-tailed 
Hawk, Spotted Redshank, White-rumped 
Sandpiper and Little Gull. During the fall, 
Leach’s, Black and Least storm petrels, Blue¬ 
footed and Brown boobies, Olivaceous Cormo¬ 
rant, Baikal Teal, American Black Duck, Lesser 
Golden-Plover, American Oystercatcher, 
Hudsonian Godwit, Little Stint and Curlew 
Sandpiper are but a few on the long list of 
unexpected migrants that have been sighted by 
some extra-lucky birders. Who knows, you 
might be the next to make such an exciting 
discovery. 

If you want to try your luck during either 
time of the year, it is best to check the ponds at 
Unit 1 of Salton Sea National Wildlife Refuge 
and Wister Waterfowl Management Area be¬ 
fore moving on to search through the myriad 
concentrations of birds crowding the mud flats 
at the estuaries of the New, Alamo and 
Whitewater rivers. This is a time-consuming 
chore, but the potential reward might be an 
unexpected addition to your life list! 



During the summer of 1990, lucky birders 
sighted Blue-footed and Brown boobies at Salton 
Sea—most in the vicinity of Obsidian Butte 
along the south shore, and Salton City on the 
west shore. In addition, Elegant, Royal and 
Least terns, Magnificent Frigatebirds and, 
amazingly, a Sooty Shearwater were also ob¬ 
served. 

It has been more than a decade since the last 
time birders sighted boobies at the Salton Sea, 
and the Royal Tern sighting was a first for this 
banner land-locked “hot spot.” No telling what 
will turn up next. 

A first-time visitor to the Salton Sea is likely 
to be satisfied by the sheer number of long- 
legged waders in attendance. It is possible to 
spend an entire day watching the antics of 
herons and other wading birds. 

Spring, in particular, is a choice time to view 
these “trigger-necked” anglers, as seven species 
breed here. Those likely to catch your eye in the 
vast fresh and saline marshes are stately Great 
Blue Herons dressed in their quintessential 
breeding attire, contrasting shades of steel- 
blue, black and deep chestnut; regal Great and 
Snowy Egrets adorned in white lace breeding 
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Brown Boobies joined 
Blue-footed Boobies 
at Salton Sea for the 
first time in a decade 
in 1990. 


Magnificent 
Frigatebirds are 
among the sub¬ 
tropical seabirds that 
visit Salton Sea. The 
white head and breast 
characterize this bird 
as a juvenile. 


plumes; and stealthy Green-backed Herons 
patiently stalking their pray along shallow ri¬ 
parian glades. 

Great Blue Herons and Great Egrets nest here 


by the hundreds. In fact, some of the largest 
heron nesting rookeries in the state of Califor¬ 
nia are located in the stands of dead trees that 
have been drowned by the rising saline waters 
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of Salton Sea. 

Rookeries are located at the north end of the 
lake near the Whitewater River estuary, at the 
south end of the estuaries of the New and 
Alamo rivers, along the west shoreline of the 
Salton Sea National Wildlife Refuge and the 
east shoreline of the Wister Waterfowl Man¬ 
agement Area. 

In the dense growth of cane and cattails 
shrouding the shores of freshwater catchments 
such as Finney and Ramer lakes at Imperial 
Wildlife Area or lining the lazy courses of rivers 
draining into Salton Sea, an avid observer will 
likely sight the lilliputian and reclusive Least 
Bittern. 

The less adventurous birder may settle for 
the sight of numerous Cattle Egrets dappled in 
pastel shades of peach, stalking insects amid 
roadside fields throughout the Imperial Valley. 
An overnight camper will be mystified by the 


Sea Birds Of Salton 


Water is a life force, and amid the vast, dry desert, Salton Sea has 
become a bastion for Southern California birdlife—particularly water 
birds. But how did water birds discover and colonize this oasis in this 
expanse of the desert? 

The Salton Trough had been bone dry for hundreds of years before 
the creation of the Salton Sea. Therefore, it is unlikely that any water- 
loving birds frequented the area since the demise of Lake Cahuilla. 

Naturally, many indigenous desert birds were present in the area 
before the Salton Sea was formed. It is probable that most of these 
species originally benef itted from this new source of fresh water, but the 
shoreline and open-water expanses of the lake were probably of little 
value to most of the desert birds. 

Most birds that eventually colonized Salton Sea probably traveled 
within sight of it while migrating to their respective breeding and 
wintering areas. 

Vast wetlands were located along the Colorado River and its huge 
estuary in the northern tip of the Gulf of California. Other river systems 
draining the coastal slope of California attracted water birds as did 
extensive salt and brackish marshes along the coast of southern 
California and northern Baja California. All of these areas supported a 
rich and extremely diverse array of aquatic and marine birds as winter 
residents, breeders or migrants. 

Despite the rather lengthy distances between Salton Sea and these 
waterbird habitats, it was only a matter of time before the birds began 
utilizing its great resources. Many of these diurnal migrants fly at 
altitudes higher than 2000 feet, allowing them to actually see the Salton 
Sea while flying their normal migration routes. In time, successive 
generations regarded the area as their primary wintering or breeding 
grounds, while countless others utilized the area in passing. 

The abundance and variety of birds now utilizing Salton Sea and 
adjacent lands is astonishing. The avian population at the Salton Sea 
probably reaches into the millions during some winters. To help 
manage these birds and provide lands for them, the Salton Sea 
National Wildlife Refuge was established on the south end of the lake. 
This unique refuge is the southernmost National Wildlife Refuge in the 
Pacific Flyway. - G.H. 


memorable squawking of Black-crowned Night- 
Herons calling throughout the evening. 

The yumanensis race of the Clapper Rail from 
the Colorado River and the gulf coast of the Baja 
Peninsula has expanded its breeding range into 
the area. Although they are rare and secretive 
here, Yuma Clapper Rails are the only formerly 
endangered birds that have increased their 
range in California in the past half-century. 

Other nesting birds include Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds, Marsh Wrens, Common Yel- 
lowthroats, Black-necked Stilts, Snowy Plo¬ 
vers, Common Moorhens and White-faced Ibis. 

During migration, White-faced Ibis may 
congregate here by the thousands and this is 
one of the only locations in Southern California 
where you will find Black Terns. 

Aside from water birds, a number of terres¬ 
trial birds of interest to California and out-of- 
state birders reside in the vicinity of the Salton ! 
Sea. Comparatively mild spring and fall tem¬ 
peratures make birding for these tolerable. 

Spring is a particularly excellent time to 
search, as these birds will be singing on terri- j 
tory in preparation for nesting. Special birds of I 

interest include Gila Woodpeckers in the vicin¬ 
ity of Brawley, the only place west of the 
Colorado River where they still occur. The 
surviving population ekes out a meager living 
amid date palm groves on the north edge of this 
rapidly growing town. 

Abert’s Towhees, Crissal Thrashers, Cactus 
Wrens, Ladder-backed Woodpeckers, Virdens 
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and Phainopeplas occupy the scattered mes- 
quite thickets and salt brush bosques that have 
escaped farmers tills throughout the Imperial 
and southern portions of the Coachella valleys. 

One of the best remaining patches of native 
Colorado Desert vegetation favored by these 
birds is protected by the Imperial Wildlife 
Management Area adjacent to Finney Cake. 

While traveling between Salton Sea and 
Finney Lake, keep a sharp eye out for Great¬ 
tailed Grackles scavenging along the Salton 
1 Sea’s shoreline or adjacent agricultural areas. 

Summer 

If you’re willing to brave scorching summer 
► temperatures that have climbed as high as 
j 130-degrees Fahrenheit and don’t mind the 
' stultifying stench emanating from the accu- 
1 mulation of thousands of dead fish—victims 
i of heat and oxygen deprivation—come on 
down! Several “Salton Sea specialties” breed 
here or occur in greatest numbers during the 
! summer. 

Late summer is a great time to find Wood 
I Storks, especially in the vicinity of the Alamo 
River estuary and at Wister Waterfowl Man¬ 
agement Area. Up to 200 of these stately storks 
1 regularly frequent the south end of the Salton 
| Sea from July to September, after breeding far 
i to the south in Mexican mangrove swamps. 
There may even be Roseate Spoonbills among 
their ranks. 

A number of unusual species such as the 




Fulvous Whistling-Duck, Gull-billed Tern and 
Black Skimmer breed here, but the rising water 
level of the Salton Sea has erased a significant 
part of their nesting habitat. In addition, sev¬ 
eral species that formerly nested on the low 
sandy islets, once a rather conspicuous aspect 
of the Salton Sea’s shallows, have since been 
eliminated as breeders due to the inundation of 
these islets by rising “sea” waters. Sadly, the 
ever-growing list of extirpated breeders in¬ 
cludes the striking American White Pelican, 
Laughing Gull and Caspian Tern. 

The name of the game here each summer is 
post-breeding dispersal. That is, watching for 
rare species that arrive at Salton Sea after 
completing their nesting cycle. Most of these 
species are subtropical Mexican birds. They 
usually increase throughout the fall, only to 
disappear entirely with the advent of winter. 

Typical members of this club include Brown 
Pelicans, which are sometimes accompanied 
by Blue-footed and Brown boobies. Though 
the Brown Pelican is rare or absent everywhere 
in inland California, these birds regularly ar¬ 
rive at Salton Sea after completing their breeding 
cycle on islands in the Gulf of California. 

Usually, this visitation consists ofa few dozen 
Brown Pelicans, but thousands occasionally 
appear. Most of these are immatures. 

Another regular summer visitant of note is 
the Yellow-footed Gull. This species was for¬ 
merly considered to be just a “yellow-legged” 
form of the Western Gull from the Pacific 
Coast. It is now recognized as a distinct species, 
endemic as a breeder to certain islands in the 
Gulf of California. In the recent past, this 
unique species was rare north of the border. 
They have since become a common post¬ 
breeding visitor to Salton Sea, which is their 


This family of Fuhous 
Whistling-Ducks will 
join hundreds of 
thousands of wintering 
ducks and geese at 
Salton Sea. 


Up to 200 Wood 
Storks may gather in 
late summer at the 
south end of Salton 
Sea. This is the only 
location in the 
western United States 
where this American 
stork congregates 
each year. 
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sole United States outpost. 

The best places to view Yellow-footed Gulls 
are the New and Alamo River estuaries. But 
these areas are difficult to reach. The most 
accessible locales affording reliably good views 
of this bird are along the shoreline surrounding 
Obsidian Butte and Red Hill on the south shore 
of Salton Sea and at Salton City on the west 
shore. 

Storms in the Gulf of California sometimes 
result in unexpected seabird surprises. During 
the last decade such unexpected pelagics as 
Least, Black and Wilson’s storm-petrels, a Cook’s 
Petrel and Sooty and Buller’s shearwaters have 
dazzled birders. In 1985, there were even two 
Layson Albatrosses present for a time. 

It is hypothesized that some of the pelagic 
wanderers became trapped in the Gulf of Cali¬ 
fornia. They eventually fly northward in a des¬ 
perate effort to escape to the open ocean, only to 
find themselves over a parched desert. Occa¬ 
sionally though, they find temporary refuge at 
Salton Sea, much to the delight of the lucky 


Additional Information 


To get to Salton Sea by auto, you may 
choose Interstate 10 or Interstate 8, de¬ 
pending on whether you are on the north 
or south side of the lake. 

Interstate 10 runs through Los Ange¬ 
les, Palm Springs and Blythe on the north 
side of the lake. To the south, Interstate 
8 roughly follows the Mexican border 
from San Diego to Yuma, Arizona. From 
these highways you will take Highway 86 
along the west side of Salton Sea, or 
Highway 111 along the east side of the 
lake. 

Services 

Salton Sea is a big place, therefore it is 
important to know where supplies and 
services can be obtained, wherever you 
are birding in the area. 

At the south of Salton Sea National 
Wildlife Refuge, hotels, motels, restau¬ 
rants and groceries are available in 
Brawley (20 miles), Niland (10 miles), 
Imperial (28 miles) and El Centro (33 
miles). Gasoline is available in Calipatria 
and all the areas cities listed above. 
Medical services are available at Brawley 
and El Centro. 

From the west side of Salton Sea, 
gasoline and food can be purchased at 
Salton City. 

At the north end of Salton Sea, all 
services are available in Coachella and 


Indio, whereas gasoline and some gro¬ 
ceries can be obtained in the small towns 
of Mecca and Thermal. 

Camping 

Birders who wish to camp should try 
the facilities at Salton Sea State Recre¬ 
ation Area on the northeast shore south 
of Mecca where developed campsites 
with full-hookups and primitive camp¬ 
sites are available. The Red Hill Marina 
on the south end of Salton Sea has 80 
hookups and 1000 acres for primitive 
camping. Wister Waterfowl Management 
Area near Niland, and Finney and Ramer 
Lakes at the Imperial Wildlife Area near 
Calipatria also offer limited areas for 
primitive camping. A number of private 
campgrounds are located in the Salton 
Sea area and provide camping facilities. 

Salton Sea National Wildlife 
Refuge 

For additional information about Salton 
Sea National Wildlife Refuge, write or 
telephone: 


Salton Sea National Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. Box 120 
Calipatria, CA 92233 
(619) 348-5278 

Salton Sea National Wildlife Refuge is 
open from sunrise to sunset 365 days a 
year. Refuge headquarters are open from 
7:00a.m. to 4:30p.m. Monday-Friday. 

Recreational Land and Wildlife 
Areas 

If you are interested in obtaining infor¬ 
mation about endangered species, 
camping, fishing or other recreational 
activities, write or telephone: 

Salton Sea State Recreation Area 
P.O. Box 3166 
North Shore, CA 92254 
(619) 393-3052 

Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
333 South Waterman Avenue 
El Centro, CA 92243 
(619) 352-5842 

California Department of Fish and 
Game 

8700 Davis Road 
Niland, CA 92257 
(619) 348-0577 
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birders who find them. 

Salton Sea is a unique place for birders to visit. 
Even more unique is the birdlife it has attracted 
during its 85-year history. 

Good luck birding at this 
desert sea, one of California’s 
premier birding hot spots! 


Greg R. Homel is a wildlife biologist and photogra¬ 
pher who operates Natural Elements Photo-Re¬ 
search based in Tucson, Arizona. 



Salton Sea is the only location in the United 
States where Yellow-footed Gulls congregate. 
This endemic Mexican species breeds on 
islands in the Gulf of California. 



The History Of California’s Desert Sea 


There is little hint that the sun-baked panorama of parched 
hills, sandy creosote flats and bone-dry desert washes in the 
Coachella Valley of California were once a cool and refreshing 
oceanic realm. Here, the Colorado Desert temperatures have 
soared to as high as 130-degrees Fahrenheit, making it one of 
the hottest climates in the world. A scant one to three inches of 
precipitation falls here each year. There is little to suggest even 
the most remote inclination that within this desert lies one of the 
most fascinating and unusual wetland habitats in North America. 

In an ocean-like realm, Salton Sea hosts hundreds of thou¬ 
sands, if not millions, of water birds during the course of a year. 
In some respects the terrain resembles an oasis somewhere in 
the Arabian Peninsula. But one question soon comes to mind: 
Where did all the water come from? 

The combination of an unforeseen accident of engineering 
and intense flooding led to the creation of the Salton Sea, now 
one of the most vital aquatic habitats in California. A veritable 
paradise for water birds was created in the middle of an inferno 
where few birds dared stop in recent history. 

By the turn of the century people began to show an increasing 
interest in the area, but they were unable to reside there 
permanently owing to the lack of water. In 1901, two experienced 
water engineers, George Chaffey and Charles Rockwood, 
owners of the California Development Company, built a canal 
that brought water from the Colorado River to the Imperial 
Valley. However, siltation problems in combination with political 
obstacles concerning water rights between the United States 
and Mexico induced Chaffey and Rockwood to stop the flow of 
water into the area. 

In the spring of 1905, unusually voluminous floodwaters from 
the Colorado River forced a torrent of water into the closed 
canal, forcing an uninterrupted flow into the Imperial Valley. The 
powerful floodwaters rushed through the formerly dry courses 
of the New and Alamo riverbeds, cutting steep river gorges. 

From 1905 until February 1907, the water flowed unimpeded 
into the Salton Trough to form a huge lake—the largest in 
Southern California. By the time the Colorado River flow was cut 
off, lake waters were 52-feet deep. Interestingly, the water 


surface of Salton Sea is about 235 to 240 feet below sea level. 

In time, this new body of fresh water dissolved ancient salts 
from the substratum that had been deposited long ago when the 
Gulf of California receded from the region. Without more Colorado 
River water, extreme heat evaporation reduced the volume of 
Salton Sea by 50 percent, thereby concentrating dissolved 
salts. 

Today Salton Sea covers 380 square miles, with a maximum 
length of 35 miles and a width of nine to 16 miles. Water levels 
have increased to two-thirds of the 1907 level due to incoming 
water runoff from surrounding irrigation projects. However, the 
average depth is only eight to 12 feet, with a few deep holes that 
measure a maximum 45-feet deep. 

To get a historical perspective, let’s go back in time. The 
Coachella Valley and the Imperial Valley to the south were once 
part of what is now known as the Gulf of California. On a map, 
this gulf resembles a finger-like extension of the Pacific Ocean 
that divides the Baja Peninsula from the rest of Mexico. 

The rich ocean water that formerly inundated the Coachella 
and Imperial valleys were, over millennia, cut off from the rest 
of the gulf by a giant delta composed of sedimentary deposits 
discharged from the Colorado River. Eventually the delta de¬ 
posits created a land-locked sea which later dried up and 
exposed the bottom substratum 250 feet below as a vast 
alkaline sink known as the Salton Trough. 

When southeastern California had a wetter climate, the 
Salton Trough was intermittently filled to form freshwater lakes. 
Most recently, Lake Cahuilla encompassed over 450-square 
miles and must have supported a spectacular variety of wild 
creatures. Although this lake was substantially larger than 
Salton Sea, it probably attracted similar birdlife. 

As recently as four- to five-hundred years ago, this huge lake 
also dried, leaving the Salton Trough barren and empty once 
again. Today the only hints of Lake Cahuilla are an ancient 
shoreline stain that is still visible along the rocky mountainous 
walls surrounding the Salton Trough and dunes composed of 
beach sand from the shore of the ancient lake. - G.H. 
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Where Hearing 
Is Believing 

The Library Of Natural Sounds Houses A Collection 
Of The World’s Bird Songs 


A s you walk into the hallway 
you notice the lack of sound. 
But just by opening a single 
door, the hall becomes filled with the 
sweet song of a Lincoln’s Sparrow, the 
wild call of a Bald Eagle or the trum¬ 
peting duet of a pair of Whooping 
Cranes. 

This is the Library of Natural Sounds 
(LNS) at Cornell University’s Labora¬ 
tory of Ornithology in Ithaca, New 
York. The world’s largest collection of 
songs, squeaks, hoots and whistles from 
the natural world is assembled here. 
This past year marked the 60th anni¬ 
versary of the first natural sound re¬ 
cordings made by the founders of the 
laboratory, and the noise is just be¬ 
ginning. 

“The LNS contains more than 65,000 
bird and animal sound recordings,” 
explained Greg Budney, curator at the 
LNS. “About 98 percent of the record¬ 
ings are bird vocalizations. We have 
around 4600 bird species recordings, 
which includes over half the known 
bird species on Earth.” 

Some of the first attempts to record 
nature were conducted at the Cornell 
lab by two recording pioneers: Arthur 
A. Allen, a celebrated ornithology pro¬ 
fessor at Cornell University and the 


Arthur A. Allen and Paul Kellogg 
were the early pioneers of bird song 
recording. In later years, their 
equipment was refined to include a 
portable tape recorder and a 
parabolic reflector. 


by PATRICIA BARNES-SVARNEY 

founder of the Ornithology Labora¬ 
tory; and Peter Paul Kellogg, a gradu¬ 
ate student of Allen’s, who later became 
an instructor at Cornell. 

In May, 1929, Fox-Case Movietone 
Corporation asked Dr. Allen to help 
record bird songs on motion-picture 
sound film. They transported the bulky 
equipment to nearby Ithaca Park, where 
they recorded the bird calls and songs 
of a Song Sparrow, a House Wren and 
a Rose-breasted Grosbeak. 

The first results, using heavy and 
expensive recording equipment, were 
disappointing. But it was the start of 
what would become an intensive effort 
to record bird songs and, eventually, 
other wildlife vocalizations. 

Allen and Kellogg were soon joined 
by Albert Brand, an ex-stockbroker 
turned ornithologist. At the time, 
sound-movie film was the best medium 
for capturing wildlife recordings and 
Brand, Kellogg and Allen put the 
method to good use. Transporting their 
equipment in a panel truck or mule- 
drawn wagon, the scientists made more 
than 40 bird species recordings, refin¬ 
ing their techniques as they gained 
experience. 

By 1932, Allen and Kellogg also made 
the first bird sound movie of a Ruffed 
Grouse drumming. Filming in a blind, 
the ornithologists answered an age-old 
question: Where does the drumming 
sound come from? By studying the 
film at slow motion, they found the 
Ruffed Grouse made its characteristic 
drumming—not by beating its wings 
together, beating its body or the log it 


was perched on—but by beating its 
wings rapidly in the air. 

Bird song recording continued into 
the 1940s, when the methodology 
drastically changed after the develop¬ 
ment of the first lightweight tape re¬ 
corder (with Kellogg’s help). 

Today, Allen, Kellogg and Brand’s 
original recordings are stored at the 
LNS. In addition, thousands of record¬ 
ings, almost all of which were donated 
to the LNS, come from every comer of 
the globe. 

“We received well over 3000 re¬ 
cordings in 1988 alone,” Budney said. 
“Some people record wildlife just for 
fun. If they maintain their equipment 
properly and are careful in their re¬ 
cording techniques, they can produce 
some very valuable data for scientists 
to use.” 

In addition, some recordings are 
received from ornithologists and other 
scientists doing field work. Theodore 
Parker, an associate at the lab, is the 
single largest contributor to the LNS 
recordings. 

In 1988, Parker collected more than 
900 recordings from locations in the 
United States, several South American 
countries and Antarctica. Perhaps the 
most exciting of these was the first 
recording of the rare Helmeted Wood¬ 
pecker. 

Robert Bowman, the founder of the 
Galapagos Darwin Station, recently 
added his personal collection of the 
birds of the Galapagos to the LNS, 
which is considered to be the finest 
collection of the archipeaigo’s birds. 


WildBirdl December 1990 45 











The methods of collecting sounds 
from the field have not changed too 
dramatically since the 1940s. To cap¬ 
ture the songs and calls of birds, the 
field biologist uses standard equipment: 
a 20-pound tape recorder, a parabolic 
reflector to focus the sound, a micro¬ 
phone, plenty of bug repellent and a 
lot of luck! 

It may sound simple, but collecting 
wildlife recordings for the LNS is not 
as easy as pointing a microphone in the 
direction of an unsuspecting bird. Great 
care must be taken to center the 
parabolic reflector directly at the ani¬ 
mal. The reflector acts as a sound col- 
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lector on the same principle as a satel¬ 
lite dish. 

Parabolic reflectors are cumbersome 
and may range in size from 24 to 36 
inches in diameter. The dish-like 
parabolic reflector is designed to col¬ 
lect sound and magnify it from 500 to 
1000 times and focus the sound into a 
microphone attached in its center. 

The specially designed tape record¬ 
ers (most standard tape recorders are 
not able to record the high frequencies 
that some species produce) must be in 
peak working condition, with about 
five reels of recording tape ready for 
recordings. 


Taping in the field also has its own 
benefits. Some birds are frightened of 
noises and hide in trees. They are 
characteristically heard but not seen. 
After recording a bird’s song, re¬ 
searchers often play back the song to 
lure a hiding, but inquisitive, bird out 
into the open. In addition, the call on 
record can be used to lure other birds 
out of the bush. 

Recording bird songs can be compli¬ 
cated by outside interference. “One of 
the hardest things to contend with in 
the field is noise pollution," explains 
Budney. “1 need to be 10 miles away 
from a highway in order to get a fine 
















recording.” But even when recording 
from a location secluded from a road¬ 
way, commercial airliners, private 
airplanes or low-flying military aircraft 
may interfere. 

To get people involved in helping to 
collect sound recordings, the Cornell 
lab has offered several training courses. 
The most notable site is located at the 
Sierra Nevada Field Station of San 
Francisco University. 

The training is invaluable, and the 
field work is similar to networking. 
Personnel instruct one group in the 
techniques of how to make recordings, 
stalk their targeted bird species and get 


The heavy, bulky motion-picture 
recording equipment that was 
originally used for recording bird 
songs was transported by mule- 
drawn wagon or panel truck. Paul 
Kellogg is pictured recording bird 
songs near Ithaca, New York. 


the most sound and science out of their 
field work. Once they have completed 
their training, the students show oth¬ 
ers in their area how to make record¬ 
ings. 

One of the most exciting areas to 
record birds is in South America. Very 
little is known about most tropical 
American birds. Basic questions such 
as: what species live in different habi¬ 
tats? when and where do they nest? or 
what do they eat? remain unanswered 
for many South American birds. Like¬ 
wise, little is known about the birds’ 
calls and songs. 

In addition, there is an urgency in 
the efforts to record the songs of South 
American birds, due to the loss of the 
coastal and interior rainforests to 
lumbering and development. 

The LNS is also working to refine the 
methods and equipment used for field 
recordings. Although recording meth¬ 
ods have not changed appreciably in 
the past few decades, archival storage 
and the reproduction of recordings 
have changed. 

Many of the older tapes were be¬ 
coming worn with age, while other 
tapes were affected by local humidity. 
LNS personnel knew something 
needed to be done to safeguard the 
recordings. 

A new addition to the LNS opened 
this year. It boasts humidity controls, 
soundproof rooms, and some of the 
best quality sound processing equip¬ 
ment in the business of wildlife re¬ 
cording. 

“The working, or edited, part of the 
collection has been copied onto a stan¬ 
dard tape stock at a standard speed,” 
said Budney. “The idea was to quickly 
access the collection.” 

Work to standardize the huge LNS 
collection has taken several years, with 
more than 75 percent of the process of 
copying recordings onto respective 
species reels completed. Each tape 
contains recordings of a certain species, 
with recordings differentiated by song, 


NATURE VIDEO 


NATURE SCIENCE NETWORK 


2 NEW RELEASES 

Just in time for Christmas 

* 48 to 52 minute videocassettes 

* Digital Hi Fi Stereo — natural 
sounds and original new-age 
music 

* Breathtaking wildlife footage by 
Michael Godfrey. 


RAIN FOREST 
VOICES 



Discover the rain 
forest ecosystem 
Filmed in lush 
Costa Rican rain 


You’ll be right there! Savor the 
birds, sights, sounds and feeling 
of a tropical forest. Magnificent! 


FLIGHT SONG 


1 


1 The perfect gift for 
any birdlover — 
of any age. 

1 A celebration of bird 
flight in film, music 
and natural sound. 


Fly with the birds! Experience 
the feeling of bird flight like 
never before in this captivating 
video and audio production. 


$29 


95 


call toll free 

AUDUBON WORKSHOP 
1 - 800 - 322-9464 ext. 55 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

Dealer inquires welcome 
at NSN 919-967-3531 
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call, duet or, as in the case of wood¬ 
peckers, some voiceless “mechanical” 
sounds. 

The tapes are arranged in the order 
of the taxonomic relationships of the 
birds, following Morony, Bock and 
Farrand’s book Checklist of the Birds of 
the World (published by the American 
Museum of Natural History). 

Unhappy with the quality of the 
usual cassette recordings, the LNS staff 
has worked on the best fidelity and 
balance recording has to offer. The 
often high and low frequencies of a 
bird song and the pure trills of a vo¬ 
calization are difficult to distinguish 


on most tape recordings. By using spe¬ 
cial studio equipment, the original tapes 
are processed to draw out the quality 
of the recording. Then a backup, safety 
tape is made. 

But what does the LNS do with 
65,000 wild bird and animal calls? 
Initially, the recordings are valuable 
resources for researchers. The call of a 
song bird or the scream of a monkey 
are often used by conservationists, 
animal behavior specialists and tax¬ 
onomists to help record wildlife com¬ 
munities, describe wildlife behavior or 
distinguish between similar-looking 
species. 


For example, in the neotropics, 
where lush vegetation often makes it 
difficult to see birds, recordings can 
help to improve an auditory census of 
various songbirds. A tape of the Ivory¬ 
billed Woodpecker’s calls, made by 
Allen and Kellogg in 1935, was used 
by ornithologists in 1986 to help lo¬ 
cate the bird—which was thought to 
be extinct—in the hardwood forests of 
Cuba. In the eastern United States, the 
look-alike Willow and Alder flycatch¬ 
ers were differentiated into separate 
species by taxonomists comparing their 
recorded songs. 

The wildlife recordings are also used 
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as educational tools. A special touring 
exhibit by the Smithsonian Institution 
features integrated sounds from the 
Peruvian rainforests—supplied by 
LNS. Other wildlife vocalizations from 
the LNS have also been used as back¬ 
ground sounds for jungle or outdoor 
movies, including Raiders of the Lost 
Ark and Mosquito Coast. 

The LNS also works closely with the 
ornithology lab’s Bioacoustics Labora¬ 
tory—the research arm that often uses 
the resources at the LNS. Scientists at 
the bioacoustics lab utilize the cutting- 
edge technology of computer data 
analysis. 


The complex data that result provide 
researchers with detailed comparisons 
of wildlife vocalizations that can be 
used to advantage by taxonomists and 
ecologists alike. 

The LNS collection gives us reason 
to reflect, for it holds a legacy that may 
not endure forever. For example, the 
Guam Rail no longer calls from the 
wetlands of Guam—it is extinct now 
as a result of the depredations of the 
brown snake. But its calls live on in the 
carefully tended LNS collection. 

While the LNS recordings hold the 
vocal remains of other lost animals, 
there are thousands of other songs and 
calls to record for now. And it is nice to 
know that even though we may not 
visit the Neotropics or the Siberian 
arctic, we have access to some of the 
mysterious sounds of nature from these 
parts of the world— 
from the Library of 
Natural Sounds at 
Cornell University’s 
Laboratory of 
Ornithology. 




(Above) Many of the bird song 
recordings filed in the Library of 
Natural Sounds have been collected 
in the field by researchers using 
state of the art equipment. (Left) In 
1935, Allen, Kellogg and James 
Tanner conducted a cross-country 
expedition to record bird songs. 
Often times, their equipment 
attracted considerable attention. 


Purple Martin houses have 
become very popular gift 
items, particularly in the 
Christmas season. 

,^ 0ST 

I />! 

"Can eat 2,000 ^ 
mosquitoes per day" 

Give Grandpa a Trio-Granpa, 
and give him the pleasures of 
purple martins for a lifetime. 



The Trio-Grandpa TG-12 
Purple Martin house 

The Trio-Grandpa TG-12 martin 
house is the world’s most popular 
martin house, for the world’s most 
popular birds. Raises and lowers like 
a flag for easy maintenence. 

Made of cool, re¬ 
flective aluminum, so 
durable it should last a 
lifetime! 

Has 12 rooms, guard 
rails to protect young 
nestlings, easy open¬ 
ing doors for mainte¬ 
nance, nylon rope 
lanyard, winter door 
stops to keep 
noxious spar 
pests, starling-free in¬ 
teriors and dri-nest 
subfloors. 

Perfect for martins and 
Grandpa too! 

Trio purple martin products 
are sold through leading hardware 
and general merchandising 
chains; and lawn and garden cen¬ 
ters. For further information 
about America's most wanted 
bird call: T-800-255-2692. 

Nature House ^ 

Nature House makes the best in martin products. 

Designed, tested and built in the USA, 
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All Things New and Necessary 


Special Christmas Gift-Suggestion Edition 


Compiled by Patti Carpenter 


There is something special about 
receiving a gift, be it for yourself or to 
share with the birds. There is something 
even more special about giving one. At 
one time or another, we have all gone 
out shopping with the best of intentions 
and come home empty handed. A suc¬ 
cessful impromptu purchase can be as 
hard to come by as a rare bird sighting. 
Here are some interesting ideas that 
might help make things a bit easier. 
Remember, at Christmas Time...All 
Things Are “New And Necessary”... 



The Happy Cricket, 

Scarf and Sweatshirt 

The Happy Cricket has items from 
feathers to snowflakes. The Cedar 


Waxwing Scarf, 13 3 A inches by 49 
inches, captures the beauty of the Cedar 
Waxwing. This silky washable poly¬ 
ester scarf is shimmering with vibrant 
fashion colors. A dye is used to print 
the design that is almost weightless, 
compared to ink, so that the fine tex¬ 
ture and feel of the fabric is not dis¬ 
turbed. Suggested retail price, $12.50 
postpaid. 

The “Let It Snow” Sweatshirt fea¬ 
tures Chickadees and Snow depicted 
on a warm and washable poly-cotton 
fleece, 50 percent cotton and 50 per¬ 
cent acrylic. It is screen printed in four 
colors, with raised white puffs of snow 
to bring out the classic effect, $21.50 
postpaid. Contact: The Happy Cricket, 
P.O. Box 670, Dept. WB, Asheboro, 
North Carolina 27203. 


\ \ 


Neme & Mezzomo Imp./Exp., 
Dolomite Stone Parrot 
Statuettes 

Neme & Mezzomo Imp./Exp. is 
offering hand-carved Dolomite Stone 
Parrot Statuettes mounted on Amethyst 
crystals. The statuettes are about 2 3 A 
inches tall including the base. An in¬ 
teresting, colorful gift idea. Statuettes 
are $18.00 each, plus $3.00 shipping 
and handling. Contact: Neme & 
Mezzomo Imp ./Exp., 5419-W South 
Rockwell, Dept. WB, Chicago, Illinois 
60632; (312) 925-8773. 



Ol’ Sam Peabody Co., 
Heated Birdbath 


Ol’ Sam Peabody has the perfect gift 
for the backyard bird enthusiast. 
During freezing weather water sources 
become scarce, and while providing 
food for the birds, many forget this 
very important need. Water can attract 
a great variety of species including 
those that do not eat seed. The heated 
birdbath provides a continuous supply 
of open water. The 12-inch bowl is 
easily cleaned with a sponge or cloth. 
Suggested retail price of $44.95. 
Contact: OF Sam Peabody Co., 109 N. 
Main, Dept. WB, Berrien Springs, 
Michigan 49103; (616) 471-4031. 



Tilley Endurables Inc., 
Tilley Hats 


Tilley Endurables Inc., the not-yet- 
famous Tilley Hats, they are virtually 
indestructible. Tilley Hats are con¬ 
structed of 10-ounce cotton duck, 
specially treated to repel rain and mil¬ 
dew, and are hand-crafted for ultimate 
quality control. The “Tilley” is held on 
by gravity (or by the cords when it’s 
windy), not by pressure on your fore- 
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head. They are machine washable, pre¬ 
shrunk, have non-rusting solid brass 
hardware and a comfortable, foam- 
filled sweatband. If your Tilley Hat 
ever wears out, they replace it free. 
There are three styles, Tl: Alex is 
wearing the small brim hat and it is 
also shown on both sides of the bottom 
of the rack, $42.00, T2: not shown but 
it has a real wide brim and designed for 
the sunnier areas of our planet, tie it 
down with a scarf if you want to, 
$55.00, T3: on the top of the display 
rack, both sides, a wider, snap-up brim 
with a higher crown, $45.00, T3B: 
middle of the rack, is a brown version 
of the T3, $48.00. Contact: Tilley 
Endurables, Inc., 900 Don Mills Road, 
Dept. WB, Don Mills, Ontario M3C 
1V8 Canada; (800)387-0272 in the 
U.S.A;(416) 441-6141 in Canada. 



Holbrook’s, 

Cardinal Christmas Tree 
Ornament 

Holbrook’s Cardinal Christmas Tree 
Ornament is the first of a series of hand 
painted, limited edition drawings of 
“Art by August.” Eachofthe 500 works 
of art will be numbered and signed by 
the artist, carefully packaged and ac¬ 
companied by a certificate of authen¬ 
ticity. A solid oak presentation stand is 
included. Suggested retail price, $39.95 
plus $3.80 shipping and handling. 
Contact: Holbrook’s, 5437 Rose Mar 
Blvd., Dept. WB, Chippewa Falls, 
Wisconsin 54729; (715) 726-1702. 



Arundale Products, 

The Mandarin Bird Feeder 

Amudale Products, Mandarin Bird 
Feeder is designed specifically to foil 
squirrels. Squirrels will climb up the 
tree, hang off the chain and then slide 
off the dome. The more persistent ones 
will try over and over again. The Man¬ 
darin is made of crystal-clear acrylic, 
17 inches high by 17 inches in diam¬ 
eter and weighs 6 pounds. It holds 
from 5 to 7 pounds of seed, depending 
on type of seed, and has a 24-inch steel 
chain. It is designed to prevent spillage 
and is easy to fill, just, slide the dome 
up the chain. Suggested retail price for 
the Mandarin Bird Feeder, shipping 
included, $49.95. Contact: Arundale 
Products, P.O. Box 4637, Dept. WB, 
St. Louis, Missouri 63108; (314) 367- 
8030. 



Landmark General Corporation, 
Landmark Calendars 

Landmark General Corporation has 
a calendar for everyone. Their bird 
calendars are especially nice for the 


folks reading this magazine. There are 
lots of beautiful pictures and plenty of 
room to write reminder notes. All the 
Calendars listed here are 12 inches by 
12 inches square except for Hum¬ 
mingbirds, it is 9 7 /s inches by 12 3 A 
inches horizontal. Pictured above is 
Number 1400—Hummingbirds, also 
available are: Number 1323—Birds, 
Number 1359—Ducks, Number 
1374—Flamingos, Number 1444— 
Penguins, Number 1457—Puffins, 
Number 1498—Tropical Feathered 
Friends and for those of you that might 
want something just a bit different, 
Number 1412—Just Ducky. All calen¬ 
dars are $9.95 each plus $2.50 US/ 
$3.50 Canada shipping and handling 
for your first calendar and $.50 US or 
$1.25 Canada for each additional cal¬ 
endar. (California residents add 6 l A 
percent sales tax to total price of calen¬ 
dars, excluding shipping charges). U.S. 
funds only, no cash. Contact: Land¬ 
mark Calendars, P.O. Box 6105, Dept. 
WB, N ovatoa, California 94948-6105. 
No phone orders please. 



Designs In Nature, 
Eagle Coaster Set 


Designs In Nature proudly presents 
etchings that consist of only the purest 
crystalline, cultured marble. The Eagle 
Coaster Set has four different Eagles 
that rest in a marble holder. It is one of 
many beautiful gift ideas that are hand- 
etched by Designs In Nature, all are 
made in America. Eagle Coaster Set, 
Number 60103, $35.00. Contact: De¬ 
signs In Nature, 117 Olmsted Place, 
Dept. WB, Syracuse, New York 13219; 
(315) 488-6998. 


WildBird / December 1990 S3 













Russell Design Studio, 
Hummingbird Pendant 

Russell Design Studio has a Hum¬ 
mingbird Pendant that is available in 
three versions, Sterling Silver $35.00, 
two-tone 24K gold vermeilon on 
Sterling Silver (shown in the photo) 
$45.00 and 14Kgold $240.00. Size of 
the pendant is approximately 1 3 A 
inches in length. Matching earrings are 
available. Contact: Russell Designs 
Studio, 949 Manitou Ave., Manitou 
Springs, Colorado 80829; (719) 685- 
1404. 


Audubon Workshop, 

State Bird Christmas Ornament 
Series 

Audubon Workshop is offering Art 
of the States, a collector series of 
Christmas Ornaments, The State Bird 


Christmas Ornament Series. Each 
beautiful ornament is 3 V 4 inches in 
diameter, in full color. They depict the 
Bird, Flower or Tree and Capital of 
your State. They can be signed, dated 
and dedicated as as an exclusive gift. 
All 50 States are available, suggested 
retail price, $14.95 each. Contact: 
Audubon Workshop, 1501 Paddock 
Dr., Dept. WB, Northbrook, Illinois 
60062-6891; (800) 322-9464. 


Flights Of Fancy, 

Stained Glass Birds 

Flights of Fancy has an assortment 
of stained glass birds for the bird lover. 
Chickadees, cardinals, Bluejays, blue¬ 
birds and orioles are just a few of the 
birds available in this attractive format. 
There are big window panels and round 
sun catchers, all made of beautiful 
stained glass. They vary from 7 inches 
to 15 inches in size. Shown is the 
chicadee sun catcher, priced at $69.95. 
Other stained glass bird products range 
in price from $44.95 to $179.95. Con¬ 
tact: Flights of Fancy, 2600 Stewart 
Center, Dept. WB, Wausau, Wiscon¬ 
sin 54401; (715) 845-3311. 


Purina Mills, 

Wild Bird Suet Products 

The Purina Mills literature tells us, 
“wild birds will really appreciate calo¬ 
rie packed suet for extra energy this 
winter”. Purina provides bird lovers 
with a way to fortify the natural diets of 
the most beautiful birds in your area 


by introducing four delicious varieties 
of new Purina Mills Suet For Wild 
Birds. Packages include: Suet Dough, 
Peanut Treat Suet, Songberry Suet with 
real berry bits and High Energy Suet. 
These products are available nation 
wide for the suggested retail prices of 
$1.99 to $2.99. When you buy these 
products tell them that you read about 
them in WildBird magazine. For more 
information contact: Kieth 

Schumacher, Purina Mills, 1401 
S.Hanley, Dept. WB, St. Louis, Mis¬ 
souri 63144; (800) 227-8941. 


Birdsong Products Corp. 

Thistle Feeder 

Birdsong Products Corp. Thistle 
Feeder is both squirrel and racoon- 
proof. The crystal-clear acrylic cylin¬ 
der is 15 inches high, 3 l U inches in 
diameter and Vs-inch thick with 12 feed 
ports. The end caps are hard ceramic 
saucers in earthtone with copper-col¬ 
ored accents. The birds love it, and the 
squirrels hate it! The Birdsong Thistle 
Feeder sells for $31.00, plus $5.00 
shipping, and is available from: 
Birdsong Products Corp., 3900 Chey¬ 
enne Court, Dept. WB, Oxford, 
Michigan 48051; (313) 693-7479. 

Wildwood Farms Inc., 

Chair & Table Squirrel Feeder 

Wildwood Farms Inc. says, “Stop 
the war. Feed the squirrels!” You can 
do this with their Chair & Table Squir- 
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rel Feeder. Research has proven when 
squirrels are fed on opposit ends of the 
property from birds, they tend to leave 
the bird feeders alone. This squirrel 
feeder is hand crafted in the USA from 
solid Cedar. Suggested retail price, one 
feeder with com, $24.95, two feeders 
with com $39.95. Add $3.00 shipping 
and handling for each feeder ordered. 
Illinois residents add sales tax please. 
Contact: Wildwood Farms Inc., P.O. 
Box 304, Dept. WB, Clinton, Iowa 
52732; (319) 242-3767. 



Tide-Mark Press, 

Birds 1991 Wall Calendar 


Tide-Mark Press, Birds 1991 Wall 
Calendar shows the beauty of birds 
and the allure of bird watching with 
spectacular color photography. Birds 
pictured include Eastern Meadowlark, 
Flooded Merganser, Prairie Warbler, 
Common Loon, Western Tanager, 
White Ibis and more. “Birds 1991,” 
features 13 full-color, 11-inch by 14- 
inch photos and measures 22 inches 
by 14 inches when open. Suggested 


retail price, $9.95 plus $3.00 ship¬ 
ping. Contact: Tide-Mark Press, P.O. 
Box 280311, Dept. WB, East Hartford, 
Connecticut 06128-0311; (800) 338- 
2508- 



Valley Glassworks, 

Hand Blown Glass Ornaments 


Valley Glasswords is owned by mas¬ 
ter glass-blower Bob Bell. According to 
Bell, “Because of the growning de¬ 
mand for unusual, one-of-a-kind gifts, 
my hand-blown ornaments are works 
of art that will surely appreciate in 
value.” Each 5-inch, clear glass tear¬ 
drop ornament is carefully hand blown 
and signed by the artist. Mysteriously 
placed inside each ornament is either a 
hand-blown glass unicorn, elephant, 
reindeer or golden-winged humming¬ 
bird. To order please specify your or¬ 
nament choice and send a check or 
money order for $21.95 plus $2.50 
shipping per ornament to: Valley 
Glassworks, P.O. Box2035,Dept. WB, 
North Conway, New Hampshire 
03860; (603) 356-2167. 


LJB Expert Systems, 

The Electronic Birder 

LJB Expert Systems has a new bird 
guide for the computer, The Electronic 
Birder. This new guide uses artifical 
intelligence, you can identify and learn 
about birds using the computer. You 
interact with, and learn from, the 


KANE 


Quality Pet 
Products 


HIGH DENSITY - DURABLE - POLYETHYLENE 


Easy-Perch BIRDFEEDER 

THE PERFECT GIFT FOR BIRD LOVERS 



I# A m r Manufacturing 
iWtllL Company Inc. 

P.0. Box 774 • Des Moines. Iowa 50303 
U.S. TOLL-FREE: 1-800-247-0038 
FAX: 515-262-9023 


COPPER CANYON 


Hike Mexico’s Remote Sierra! 

Jirdwatching, Cross Canyon Expeditions or Day Hikes tror 
)ur comfortable mountain lodge or our tropical hacienda 

Copper Canyon Lodge 
800-77-MEXICO 



Award-winning artist Walter Gaffiiey-Kessell 
brings an intimate view of nature to these 
beautttul, four color, signed lltho prints. 


GREAT BLUE: 16" X 20" $30 (P.P.) 

Order by December 15, 1990 for Christmas. 

Brochure available. 


WATERMARK FINE ART’S 
Post Office Box 2732 W 
.tXQAQiAQLSXSX Kennebunkport, Maine 04046 
WVTERJMARK Telephone (207)985-4421 
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knowledge of expert birders in a natu¬ 
ral, fun and exciting way. This guide is 
suited for personal use for the begin¬ 
ner or as a means for experts to test or 
refresh their skills. The program is 
available for either 5 1/4-inch or 3 1/2- 
inch disk drives. Suggested retail price, 
$59.95. Contact: LJB Expert Systems, 
96 Craig Drive, Dept. WB, Kitchener, 
Ontario N2B 2J3, Canada ; (519) 894- 
9308. 



Ducktrap Bay Trading Co., 

Handcrafted Bird Ornaments 

Ducktrap Bay Trading Co., have 
Handcrafted Bird Ornaments that are 
made from a wood composite and 
authentically colored with acrylic. 
These exquisitely detailed birds, the 
Chickadee, Goldfinch, Mallard, 
Bluejay, Owl, Goose, Cardinal, Loon 
and Puffin are approximately three 
inches in size. There is an inconspicous 
brass hanger at the neck of each bird 
and they sell for $15.00 each, post 
paid. Contact: Ducktrap Bay Trading 
Co., 28 Bayview St., Dept. WB, 
Camden, Maine 04843; (207) 236- 
9568. 
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Bushnell, A Division Of 
Bausch & Lomb, 
Waterproof Spotting Scope 

Bausch & Lomb has a new Water¬ 
proof Spotting Scope that combines 
the traditional high quality optics with 
total moisture proof integrity. The sleek 
black matte finished scope has a per¬ 
manently sealed eyepiece that will 
withstand the most punishing weather 
conditions. The 60mm objective pro¬ 
vides maximum light gathering capa¬ 
bility. The fully multi-coated optical 
surface ensures maximum eye comfort 
for prolonged viewing. The roof prism 
optical system reduces overall scope 
length to 12 l /i inches. Waterproof 
Spotting Scope: Model No. 61-1545, 
power 15-45x, objective diameter 
60mm, weight 22 ounces, length 12 Vi 
inches, suggested retail price: $719.95 
(tripod not included). Available at 
dealers nationwide or contact: 
Bushnell, A Division Of Bausch & 
Lomb, 300 North Lone Hill Ave., Dept. 
WB, San Dimas, California 91773; 
(714) 592-8000. 


Duncraft, 

Hanging Absolute With 
Wunderhook 

Duncraft’s absolutely squirrel-proof 
hanging bird feeder, the Hanging Ab¬ 
solute With Wunderhook. Now there 
is an all-metal feeder that Duncraft 
says keeps squirrels out and you hang 
it where you want to! This all-steel 
feeder has a perching platform that 
drops down with a squirrel’s weight, 
shutting the seed hopper. This coun¬ 
terweight system is fully adjustable so 
that you can feed whatever weight 
birds you want. The roof fastens se¬ 



curely, and can rest open by itself for 
easy refilling. The Hanging Absolute is 
12 inches long, 13 inches wide, 9 V 2 
inches high and holds 2 V 2 gallons of 
seed. The Wunderhook suspends the 
feeder from the tree limb so that the 
squirrels can’t detach the feeder. Sug¬ 
gested selling price, Number 714H 
Hanging Absolute With Wunderhook: 
$59.95 plus $7.50 shipping and han¬ 
dling. Contact: Duncraft, 33 Fisherville 
Rd., Dept. WB, Penacook, New 
Hampshire 03303; (603) 224-0200. 



Light Impressions, 

Photo Archive For Slides 

Light Impressions has an archival 
storage system for your 35mm slides. 
Catalog and preserve up to 600 card¬ 
board slides in this versatile system of 
acid-free trays and bins housed in an 
attractive cloth-covered, hinged box. 
Included are six removable trays, 24 
slidebins, slide index that fits into box 
lid, self-adhesive plastic label holder 











and box label. Available in taupe, 
mauve, colonial blue and spruce green. 
Suggested retail selling price: $29.95 
plus $3.00 shipping and handling. 
Contact: Light Impressions, 439 Mon¬ 
roe Ave., Dept. WB, Rochester, New 
York 14607-3717; (800)828-6216,in 
New York (800) 828-9629. 



Stylistic Services, 

Sherri’s Hummingbird 
Nectar Plus 

Stylistic Services, Sherri’s Hum¬ 
mingbird Nectar Plus is a pure hum¬ 
mingbird food that closely resembles 
the natural nectar from flowers. Nectar 
Plus has 12 vitamins and five minerals 
added. Suggested retail price: 6pints— 
$17.95, 4 Vz gallons—$34.00, 4 gal¬ 
lons—$49.95. Contact: Stylistic Ser¬ 
vices, P.O. Box 6359, Dept. WB, Ful¬ 
lerton, California 92637; (714) 525- 
8004. 



Classic Outdoor Products, 

The Camera Caddy 

Classic Outdoor Products is offering 
a support system for cameras, the 


“Camera Caddy.” The Camera Caddy 
uses a patented Body Strap to hold and 
stabilize your camera securely against 
your body and reduce the excess weight 
on your neck. It is out of the way until 
the instant you need it. Included is a 
telephoto support strap that distrib¬ 
utes the weight of the large lens onto 
the camera strap and holds it in a 
horizontal position. There is a com¬ 
fortable, contoured, fully-adjustable 
neck strap made of suede leather and 
soft webbing and an optional body 
strap. Suggested retail price, $32.95. 
Contact: Classic Outdoor Products, 
P.O. Box 3707, Dept. WB, Paso Rob¬ 
les, California 93447; (800) 726-0039. 



aus Jena Binoculars 

Europtik Ltd. is pleased to announce 
two new binocular models, the aus 
Jena Notarem 10x40BGA (A) and 
8x32BGA (B) rubber-armored, roof- 
prism compact Binoculars. These new 
models feature superb optics combined 
with central internal focusing and slim 
design. Rubber armor covers the pre¬ 
cision-made metal body construction. 
Suggested retail price for the aus Jena 
Notarem 10x40BGA is $590.00, 
8x32BGA $550.00. All aus Jena Bin¬ 
oculars are made in Germany and fea¬ 
ture a limited lifetime warranty. Con¬ 
tact: Europtik Ltd., P.O. Box319,Dept. 
WB, Dunmore, Pennsylvania 18512; 
(717) 347-6049. 

Tempo Glove Mfg. Inc., 
Fingermit 

Tempo Glove Mfg. Inc. has intro¬ 
duced the Fingermit, a full mitten that 
provides both exceptional warmth and 
full five-finger touch and only a split 
second apart. Ideal for cold weather 
use when both comfort and manual 
dexerity are essential, Fingermit is made 
of knitted 100-percent wool with a 



“WAiklWUWL bOO’k 

Thunder Bay Is proud to announce an 
exclusive new series by World Class artist/ 
sculptor Robert Perrish. The premier 
edition features “The Mallard," one of 
America’s favorite ducks. Each life-sized 
bust is exquisitely painted, signed and 
numbered by Robert Perrish. 

450-REGaLAREDITION .... $145 
7 *"• {mounted on walnut base) 

50 - DELUXE EDITION_$195 

(mounted on marble base) 

Add S5.00 for shipping / Ml residents add 4% lax 
THUNDER BAY COLLECTION 


■ uni CULLCC IIU 

33523 8 Mile Rd.A-3, Suite. 200 
' Livonia, Michigan 48152 


TILLEY HATS 

ARE FOR THE BIRDS! 



Repels Rc 


F rustrated that he couldn’t find a proper outdoor 
hat, Alex Tilley (pictured above) of Toronto 


Tilley (pictured above)_ 

maue one as a hobby in 1980. Unexpectedly, it 
turned out to be the best outdoor hat in the world. 
(Sir Edmund Hillary treks in it, others sail in it in 
Americas Cup, and at Point Pelee, you'll occa¬ 
sionally see more Tilleys than warblers!) 

Besides its smart appearance and comfort, the 
Tilley Hat protects you from sun and rain, ties 
on in the wind, won’t shrink yet is machine- 
washable, FLOATS (for boating birders!), comes 
with a four-page OWNERS manual, a lifetime 
GUARANTEE against wearing out, and in every 
human size. Natural-coloured 10 oz. cotton duck, 
solid brass hardware. 

$45 plus $3 shipping. Money-back guaran¬ 
tee... although no-one ever asks. 

FORGIVE THE TOTAL LACK OF MODESTY: 

Acclaim for the Hat changed Tilley’s life and led 
him to make the best travel/casual and adventure 
clothing in the world (see NY Times 6-8-90, LA 
Times 3-29-90, Boston Globe 11-5-89), splendid- 
looking clothes with secret passport pockets and 
washing instructions you can swear by: “GIVE ’em 
hell!” We’ll show and tell you more in the free 
catalogue! lmm , 338mZJ97 m wrjte 

Tilley Endurablcs (WB) 

3525 Seneca St., West Seneca, NY, 14224 
Stores in Toronto, Vancouver, Montreal 
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Thinsulate lined mitten cap to insure 
warmth in the harshest temperatures. 
An exclusive Fingermit two-way thumb 
construction keys the action, allowing 
the thumb to instantly be exposed or 
retracted. The Fingermit’s hinged flip- 
over mitten cap permits selected expo¬ 
sure of any or all fingers without sacri¬ 
ficing warmth to the rest of the hand. 
Fingermit is available in small 5-8, 
large 9-12, and comes in beige, navy 
blue, black, camouflage and rag gray. 
They are sold factory direct for $26.95 
per pair plus $2.00 shipping and han¬ 
dling. Contact: Tempo Glove Mfg. Inc., 
3820 W. Wisconsin Ave, Dept. WB, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53208; (800) 
558-8520, in Wisconsin (414) 344- 
1100 . 



Streamlight, Inc., 
Streamlight Jr. 

Miniature Flashlight 

Streamlight, Inc. Streamlight Jr. 
Miniature Flashlight is compact and 
lightweight, approximately 5 x h inches 
long and weighs 3 ounces. It is up to 
2,000 times brighter than ordinary 
pen lights. There is a push-button 
switch housed in a waterproof rubber 
boot in the light’s tailcap. This switch 
enables the user to turn on the flash¬ 
light quickly. A lanyard ring has been 
added to the tailcap switch that allows 
a key ring or wrist strap to be attached. 
It fits neatly into small spaces, runs on 
58 WildBird / December 1990 


two AA batteries, is available in a vari¬ 
ety of colors and sells for a suggested 
price of $16.95. Contact: Streamlight, 
Inc., 1030W. Germantown Pike, Dept. 
WB, Norristown, Pennsylvania 19403; 
(800) 523-7488 in Pennsylvania (215) 
631-0600. 



Birder’s Connection, 
Quick Index 


Birder’s Connection has a handy aid 
for field identification of birds. The 
“Quick Index.” It’s easy to place on 
your field guide, just peel and stick. It 
features large, easy to read type and 
birds and groups are arranged in al¬ 
phabetical order. It is available for 
Peterson’s Field Guide to the Birds-East, 
Peterson’s Field Guide to the Birds-West 
(1990 edition), National Geographic 
Society Field Guide to the Birds of North 
America, and the Golden Guide to Field 
Identification of Birds of North America 
(1983 edition). The cost is $2.00 per 
lable, Illinois residents add 14 cents 
tax. Contact: Birder’s Connection, 2521 
College Rd., Dept. WB, Downers 
Grove, Illinois 60516; (708) 852-9615. 


Wildlife Products, 

4 In 1 Bird Feeder 

Wildlife Products 4 In 1 Bird Feeder 
is 20 inches high, has a 16-inch alumi¬ 
num roof, an aluminum seed tray, 
eight aluminum feeding stations and a 
central hopper of lexan. It is divided 
into four sections, each of which can 
be filled with a different seed-mix 
blend, approximately 10 pounds (2 
gallons) in all. Two specially designed 
finch feeding stations are also included 
in addition to the eight feeding stations 
already provided. Suggested retail sell¬ 
ing price, $45.00. Contact: Wildlife 



Products, 1191 Huntington St., Dept. 
WB, Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 
54495;(715) 423-3737. 



Vermin-X, 

Transonic 200 Portable Repeller 


Vermin-X claims pests can’t stand 
the sounds their Transonic 200 Por¬ 
table Repeller generates. It gets rid of 
annoying, germ-carrying fleas, cock¬ 
roaches, mosquitoes and other flying 
insects, as well as mice, bats and other 
common pests. Turn it on and turn 
pests off. No messy traps or baits. 
Ecologically clean and safe. Won’t kill 
pests, it simply drives them away with 
a hostile sound environment that ef¬ 
fects their central nervous systems. A 
9-volt battery provides up to 48 hours 
of continuous protection and covers 
up to 800 square feet. The complete 
package includes the repeller itself, AC 
and DC adapters and a nylon carrying 
case. Suggested retail selling price, 
$49.95. Contact: Vermin-X, A Divi¬ 
sion of BIRD-X, Inc., 730 West Lake 
St., Dept. WB, Chicago, Illinois 60606; 
(312) 648-2191. 




Swift Instruments Inc., 
825-Compact Audubon 
Binoculars 


Swift Instruments Inc., introduces 
the 825-Compact Audubon - Water¬ 
proof (Armored) Binoculars, 7x35 C.F. 
Features include: roof prisms, a broad 
field of view of428 feet, close-focusing 
capability of 13 feet, 5 inches, and light 
weight of 21 ounces. Its four-lens ocu¬ 
lar system and magenta fully coated 
optics with multi-coating on the ocu¬ 
lar and objective lens give a high re¬ 
solving power, resulting in an espe¬ 
cially bright image even under the 
most demanding light conditions. 
Suggested retail price: $575.00. Con¬ 
tact: Swift Instruments Inc., 952 
Dorchester Ave., Dept. WB, Boston, 
Massachusetts 02125, (617) 435-2960, 
order department (800) 446-1116.. 



Rubbermaid Inc., 
Bird Feeder Gift Set 


Rubbermaid Specialty Porducts Di¬ 
vision offers the perfect bird watchers 
gift to start people of all ages on a 
lifelong and rewarding hobby. It con¬ 
sists of a Colonial Bird Feeder that 


holds four pounds of seed and a 
Window Hummingbird Feeder that 
gives you a bird’s eye view of hum¬ 
mingbirds as they feed. There is also a 
four ounce packet of Hummingbird 
Food and a Bird Field Guide that will 
help you identify hundreds of 
species...all included in an 18-inch by 
18-inch by 20-inch, easy to wrap, box. 
Suggested retail price, $12.00. Contact: 
Rubbermaid Incorporated, Specialty 
Products Division, 6250 North 
Honeytown Rd., Dept. WB, Smithville, 
Ohio 44677; (216) 669-9000. 



Creative Comforts, 

Insect Repellent System 

Creative Comforts has an Insect 
Repellent System that protects against 
insects ranging from mosquitoes to the 
dreaded deer tick which is the carrier 
of Lyme disease. The system consists 
of a lightweight jacket and leggings 
(outerwear) capable of retaining the 
repellents for up to 48 hours of actual 
use. The repellents included are: Repel, 
a DEET formula for maximum pro¬ 
tection against biting insects and, 
Permanone, a non-DEET chemical that 
actually kills ticks, chiggers and mos¬ 
quitoes without harming users, cloth¬ 
ing or equipment. Also included is a 
zip lock bag to lock in the effectiveness 
of the system when not being worn. 
Suggested retail price: $29.50. Con¬ 
tact: Creative Comforts, a Division of 
B.L.I., 5317 W. Burnham St., Dept. 
WB, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53219; 
(414) 384-3777. ES 



f Looking for the 
Perfect Gift? 

Choose that special 
something from c 
>'T large selection of 
& gift packages . 

Our catalog features 

•jr a wide variety of Holiday S 

quality bird feeders, Goose Doormat 
/ houses, books, 

\S squirrel baffles, bird 
baths, handcrafted 
J bird seed boxes and ISpil JS 

:• door mats. kSgpp 

S Prices shown y§||gjSg|ii ^5 

it include freight. # 

^ B BirdSeed 

We ship within Wrcath 
i 48 hours! 




jji Send for your free 
;; ] color copy, or call 

§f 1-800-782-3300 

SL OLD ELM FEED 
r & SUPPLIES 
\'M Box 825-W21 
W Elm Grove, WI 
•V 1 53122. 


Feed 6 Supplies j, 
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BIRDER’S 

QUIZ 

Herons of North 
America 

by JOHN PEPIN and JON 
FISHER 

T 

he heron family, Ardeidae, 
includes herons, night herons, 
bitterns and egrets. These long- 
legged, long-necked, long-billed, 
long-toed wading birds are 
common wetland residents. 
They are skilled hunters that 
feed principally on fish, insects 
and aquatic invertebrates. How 
well do you know the heron 
family? Test your birding skills 
below. 

1. The only member of the heron family 
that is consistently a solitary nester.(A) 
Green-backed Heron (B) Least Bittern 
(C) American Bittern (D) Little Blue 
Heron 

2. This species “dances” with out¬ 
stretched wings while feeding. (A) 
Reddish Egret (B) Tricolored Heron 
(C) Little Blue Heron (D) Cattle Egret 



3. This species lacks the preference for aquatic habitats exhibited by most members of the heron family. (A) Cattle Egret 
(B) Snowy Egret (C) Green-backed Heron (D) Least Bittern 


4. Immature Little Blue Herons can be distinguished from Snowy Egrets in the field by: (A) Yellowish feet (B) Dark wing 
tips (C) Size and shape (D) None of the above 


5. Some individuals of this species exhibit a rare red color phase. (A) Cattle Egret (B) Green-backed Heron (C) Least 
Bittern (D) Black-crowned Night Heron 

6 . Which Old World species has spread rapidly from Florida to California and continues to proliferate throughout 
North America? (A) Chinese Egret (B) Black-crowned Night Heron (C) Yellow-crowned Night Heron (D) None of the 
above 

7. Immature Black-crowned Night Herons may be distinguished from immature Yellow-crowned Night Herons in the 
field by which of the following features? (A) Longer bill (B) Paler face and underparts (C) Shorter legs (D) All of the 
above 


8 . This coastal heron is rare inland but breeding has been recorded inland as far as the Great Plains states of Kansas and 
North Dakota. (A) Yellow-crowned Night Heron (B) Tricolored Heron (C) Reddish Egret (D) None of the above 

9. This species was once harvested to near extinction, but has steadily increased in numbers. (A) Little Blue Heron (B) 
Great Blue Heron (C) Snowy Egret (D) None of the above 

10. The former name of the Tricolored Heron was the (A) Slaty Heron (B) Louisiana Heron (C) Gulf Coast Heron (D) 
Mississippi Heron 
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WildBird 

YES, please send me WildBird 
every month as follows: 

□ 2 YRS. (24 ISSUES) $36 

(Save $24 off the newsstand cost!) 

□ 1 YR. (12 ISSUES) $21.97 
(Save $8 off the newsstand cost!) 




IF YOU LIKE DOGS, YOU’LL LOVE . . . 

DOGFANCY 

A wealth of information about the warm, caring world of dogs can 
be yours each month— 

Up-to-the-minute articles on health and nutrition • Tips on grooming 
and training • Expert help with canine behavioral problems • A full-color 
centerfold poster in each issue • And much more... 

Order NOW and save up to 40% off the regular newsstand rate. 


7. Immature Black-crown 
field by which of the folio 
above 

8 . This coastal heron is ra 
North Dakota. (A) Yellow 

9. This species was once 1 
Great Blue Heron (C) Snc 

10. The former name of t 
Mississippi Heron 
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□ YES, send me DOG FANCY every month as follows: 

□ 24 ISSUES for $36.00. (I save $24 off the newsstand cost!) 

□ 12 ISSUES for $21.97. (I save $8 off the newsstand cost!) 


□ Enter my order as □ New 

My Name J- 

Address_ 

City/State _ 

□ Payment enclosed □ 

(Canadian 


Send gift to: □ New □ Renewal 


Bill me (U.S. and Canada only.) 


-Zip- 


7LJ06 


























Holiday Special 



Whether your friends are avid 
field birders, garden birdwatchers, 
or simply love the beauty of 
nature, they will enjoy a 
gift subscription to 

WildBird 


$ 21.97 First Subscription (your own or as a gift). 

SAVE $8 OFF THE SINGLE ISSUE PRICE. 

$ 17.97 Second Subscription and each gift thereafter. 

SAVE $12 OFF THE SINGLE ISSUE PRICE. 


Fill in the handy order form with your name and address and 
the names and addresses of those special people you wish to 
receive a gift subscription. And then forget about the rest of 
the details—we’ll see that everything is taken care of! 


IMPORTANT— Your holiday orders must be received no 
later than December 1st in order for announcements to 
be mailed in time for Christmas. 



MAIL TO: WILDBIRD 

P.O. Box 483, Mt. Morris, IL 61054-0483 


From (Your Name) _ 


HOLIDAY GIFT ORDER FORM 

Please enter a one-year subscription 

(12 monthly issues) for the persons listed below. 

□ I have enclosed $_ 


ORDER #1 12 Monthly Issues for $21.97 
(Your own or gift) 


($21.97 for the first and $17.97 for each additional gift.) 
□ Please bill me. 

Add $4 per subscription for Canada; $8 per subscription for 
other countries (International Money Order, please). Orders 
received after November, allow 8 to 10 weeks for delivery of first 


ORDER #2 12 Monthly Issues for $17.97 


Friend's Name_ 
Address_ 


Friend’s Name_ 
Address_ 


! _ 


NEED MORE ROOM? 

Enclose a separate sheet for additional gifts. 






















CANADIAN 

NATURE 

TOURS 

A program of the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists 


Warblers to Whales 
Canoes to Caribou 

Our groups are small & enthusiastic 
Our leaders expert naturalists 
Our locations the best in the world 



THE MAGIMUM 

Sunflower Seed Feeder 



Handcrafted of Holds 2 gals, of black 

squirrel-proof materials, oiler sunflower seed. 


Roof slides up hanging rod Hang or 

for easy filling. pole mount. 

$29.95 ppd. (U.P.S.) 

Check or Money Order. 

(219) 696-9315 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 

MAGNUM 

FEEDERS 

P.O. Box 173 wb 
Lowell, IN 46356 


Birder’s Emporium 



1 7 BIRD 

7 T IDENTIFICATION 

? PROGRAM 

' _ 3 Songbirds 

Over 300 Common Songbirds 

Warblers, Vireos, Finches, Etc, 

• Sharpen Blrding Skills 

• Easy To Use, Very Friendly 
Introductory Offer • $54.95 

(Minn. Residents Add 6% Sales Tax) 

Requires IBM Compatible, 512K 

Here, CGA, EGA, VGA - Specify 5'/«, 3W Disk 
Send Check Or Money Order To 

NATURAL SOFTWARE 

17731 Jalisco Ct. 

Lakeville, Mn. 55044 

Parts II & III Available Soon. 





“VOICES OF THE LOON” 

Hear the captivating 
calls of the Loon. 

.l.yJPlMsI Now available in ex- 
. : panded Compact 

KaPSal Disc or Original 

Record and 

Cassette, Postage 
| Paid. 

Record $10.50 

Cassette 11.50 

Compact Disc 19.50 

Call 1-800-462-5666 for M/C or Visa, or send 
check to: North American Loon Fund, WB 

RR4, Box 240C, Meredith, NH 03253. Inquire 
about contributor information. Help us pre¬ 
serve the symbol of the wilderness. Dealer 
inquires welcome. 




MAKE PROTECTING THE 

ENVIRONMENT YOUR JOB 

Specializing in environmental & natural resource 

opportunities from private, local, state, and federal 
employers. A 6 issue trial subscription is only $19.50. 
Subscribe todayl Send check/money order to: 

The Job Seeker 


Of the many potential predators 
that may prey on the birds that come 
to feed in your yard, the house cat is 
among the most persistent and 
dangerous. If you own a cat, attach a 
bell to its cottar to minimize the 
hazard it poses to the birds. 


The 

LINK 

Binocular and Camera Strap tm 

• No weight on neck 
•Noscratched equipment 

• Cut down on swaying '(flHR 

•Adjustable i^t 

$8.00 postpaid (IL Res. add 45C) 

Downers GroveJL 60515 ( 

(708) 652-9615 Dealer Inq. Invited 1 

Money-Back Guarantee 





Complete Line Of Quality 

WILD BIRD FEED 
and FEEDERS 

P 



CALL OR WRITE 
FOR A FREE 
BROCHURE 


3913 14th Avenue 
Rock Island, IL 61201 

Phone: 309-793-4020 


Everything for the 
Wild Bird Enthusiast! 





















































Birder s Emporium 



Wildbird Mix (no cracked corn) 

10# - 3.95 25# - 6.95 50# - 12.49 

Wildbird Mix (with cracked corn) 

10# - 2.95 25# - 5.95 50# - 10.95 

Sunflower Seed 



Black 

Oil 

Small 

Stripe 

Large 

Stripe 

Large 

Gray 

Chipped 

Hulled 

5# 

2.85 

2.95 

3.95 

4.95 

4.80 

4.95 

10# 

4.75 

5.49 

6.95 

7.95 

7.45 

8.45 

25# 

9.95 

11.49 

14.49 

14.95 

13.81 

D 

22.80 

50# 

17.95 

21.60 

27.56 

31.40 

26.40 

42.00 

Millet Seed 

Other Seed 


White 

Red 

German 

Rape 

Niger 

Safflower 

5# 

2.75 

2.75 


2.95 

3.95 

6.95 


4.30 

10# 

4.50 

4.50 


4.95 

5.95 

9.95 


7.60 

25# 

8.95 

11.95 


12.49 

11.95 

25.00 

14.30 

50# 

16.25 

21.95 


23.49 

19.00 

48.00 

27.30 


We also carry Buckwheat, Flax, Hemp, Milo, Pump¬ 
kin, Red Peppers, Millet Sprays, Dove Seed & 8 
different Pigeon Feeds. Large amounts available. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Call us at (904) 396-4273, Ext. WB-10 or Send $1 to: 

Feed, Feather & Farm Supply 
Department WB-10, 4541-9 St. Augustine Road 
Jacksonville, Florida 32207 
VISA • MASTERCARD 


WILD BIRD SEED 

-Time-tested mixes backed by 
6 generations of experience. 
—No-nonsense formulas. 
—No-nonsense prices. 

—FREE SAMPLES show you what 
you’re buying. 

—U.P.S. to your door. 


MU THOMAS FEED MILL 


R.D. 2 (Thomas Mills) 
Holsopple, PA 15935 

814 - 479-4426 

Call or write for FREE SAMPLES & Prices 



ECO-CHmCE 

ENVIRONMENTALLY PROGRESSIVE 
& CRUELTY-FREE PRODUCTS 

FREE BROCHURE 

I-80O-535-6304 

recycled paper products, biodegradable 
household cleaning products, bioradonal pest 
controls, recyclables containers, personal care, 
hair & skincare, cosmetics, washable diapers, 
baby products and much, much more 

ECO-CHOICE, Dept. 3203(P.O. BOX 281, 
MONTVALE,NJ 07645 


f ADORABLE ANIMAL \ 

RUBBER STAMPS! 



CRITTER PRINTS 
P.O. BOX 630 DEPT WB 
NEWPORT, WA 99156-0630 


Authentic English Cottage 



$11.99 


shipping and handling 


Handcrafted in England 
This weather-proof 
birdhouse will outlast 
all wooden boxes. 
Entrance suited for 
small birds and finches. 
Attractive, easy to 
install and clean. 

Order Now! 

1-800-722-6115 

PPM, P.O. Box 1221 
Mansfield, OH 44901 


Forty-seven species of birds are 
endemic to the Hawaiian Islands — 
they are found nowhere else on earth. 



GRANDPA 
DAN'S 

OLD 

FASHIONED Hlf 

_ • Feeders 

/ / \ • Nest Boxes 

\ / • Platforms 
1 —- 1 • Seed 


For Small Feeder send $19.50 plus $3.50 
Postage and Handling or write for free 
brochure to: 

"Country Birds" P. O. Box 649 WB 
Hudson, MA. 01749 

MASS RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 


Herb Koehler - Owner 


There are more than 8600 species of 
birds in the world. How many have 
you seen? How many can you name? 


Quality 

Environmental 

T-Shirts 



Show your concern for the world around you 
by wearing beautiful clothing that inspires 
environmental awareness. We specialize in 
T-shirts, tank tops and sweatshirts with 
Earth healing images! Our designs focus 01 
endangered wildlife, Native American 
culture, creation centered spirituality, peace, 
and other environ¬ 
mental themes. All 
our T-shirts and 
sweatshirts are top 
quality, reflecting 
respect for our 
customers and the 
Earth. Your satisfac¬ 
tion is guaranteed! 

(517) 647-2535 
M-F 10am-4pm EST 

Free 24 Page 

The common Loon Color Catalog 


Environmental Awareness Products 


3600 Goodwin Road, Dept. WBC 
Ionia, MI 48846 $-| ^ go 


$25 oo 

50% cotton/ 


Prompt shipment 

VISA, MasterCard, Check, Money Order Accepted. 








































































Attract more birds 
to your yard while 
contributing to a 
cleaner environment 


Living with 

Nature 


Home Habitat Society members 
are working to restore the 30 
million acres of developed 
land In the U.S. to a useful 
habitat for birds and other 
wildlife. Join us todayl Send 
$20 for membership. Including 
the Society's quarterly 
Journal, HOME GROUND. 

Or write for free 
decal and Info. 



The Home 

Habitat Society 

11824 Taneytown Pike, #B 
Taneytown, MD 21787 


Neighbor’s cats and strays may prey 
on birds you feed. Be sure your pole- 
mounted feeders are mounted high 
enough to prevent a cat from jumping 
onto it Ground feeders should be 
located in an open area away from cat 
hiding places. You may also consider 
keeping a pet dog in your yard to 
discourage cats from terrorizing the 
birds at your feeders. 


BIRDING! 


AT POINT PELEE NATIONAL PARK 

The Field Mark Identification Game 
“It’s fantastic!”— Ross Thompson, Superintendent, 
Point Pelee National Park. (Windsor Star) 

Designed by naturalists to simulate birding in the field, 
this unique board game teaches the field marks of all the 
spring birds of one of North America's most popular hot 


Colorful map and detailed descriptive cards provide 
clues on shape and size, plumage, habitats, feeding and 
flight characteristics, habits, and songs and calls. Best 
when played using standard field guides, this game 
covets 292 species that are found throughout the East. 
Whether you're a beginner or a well-traveled expert, 
Birding! will improve your field skills, or your money 
back. It's a great gift idea! 

Send $28.50 (postage paid) to Field Mark Publications, 
P.0. Box 51177, Livonia Ml 48150. 


Reid Mark Publications 


Birder's Emporium 


r 


We specialize 

in making the finest quality 
Ilford Cibachrome color prints 
from your slides 
or transparencies. 


Holland Photo 

1221-B S. Lamar-Austin, Tx. 78704 
512-442-4274 


WEEKEND 

BIRDING WORKSHOPS 1 

• Eagle Searches 
• Hawk Watches 
• Warbler Weekends 
• Beginning Birding 

at the 


$ 69 per person includes programs, meals, anc 

i lodging. 

For more information please write or 
PEEC 

RD 2, Box 1010 WB 

Dingmans Ferry, PA 18328 
(717) 828-2319 

call: 




ROME'S ORIGINAL 


DUPLEX 


P) FEEDER 

Since 


• ROME'S TRAY FEEDER 

• FEEDS 2 DIFFERENT SEEDS 

• DURABLE - GOOD LOOKING 

• LONG LASTING - ALL STEEL 

• SQUIRRELS HATE IT 

• BIRDS LOVE IT 

• 7" x 15" x 8” 

• MADE IN THE U.S.A. 

29.95 DELIVERED 

-Satisfaction Guaranteed- 

Send check or money order to: 

ROME INDUSTRIES 

1703 W. DETWEILLER DRIVE 

PEORIA, IL 61615 

With Visa or Mastercard call: 

309-691-5359 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 



BIRD OF THE YEAR 

Our exclusive pink and white flamingo is 
tifully woven onto medium gray backgroun 


money order, VISA, 
\A Enterprises. P.O. 
;Y 40206. (502) 897-1734. 



Ayers 
Pottery 

Stoneware 
Bird Feeder 

• Squirrel 
Resistant • 

• 2 Styles 

308 N. Third • Hannibal, MO 
(314) 221-6960 


*28 




‘TUtOrifjinaC 

guff Island Lighthouse 
‘Bird feeder 


Capturing the beauty of a 
lighthouse, each feeder is hand 
crafted from solid copper. 25" tail, it 
can be pole mounted or attached to 
any flat surface. Transparent upper 
tower dispenses thistle mix; lower 
tower dispenses cardinal mix. This 
beautifully detailed and functional 
bird feeder will last a lifetime. 
Request free brochure or order now 
direct from the workshop. Check/ 
Visa/Master $97.00 + $5.00 shipping. 

Orders processed 24 hours. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
GULL ISLAND CRAFTSMEN 
15 CLAY CUFF DRIVE 
TONKA BAY. MN 55331 
612M74-2B49 























































Birder's Emporium 


HUMMINGBIRD 

HAND BLOWN GLASS ORNAMENT 

Signed by the Artist 
Start a holiday tradition by 
giving a one of a kind hand 
blown glass ornament. Inside 
each 5 ” clear glass tear drop the 
artist has mysteriously placed a 
hand blown golden winged 
hummingbird in flight... truly a 
collector’s item that will 
appreciate in value. Order now 
in time for Christmas!!! 


Valley Qlassworh§ 

2035, N. Conway, NH 03860 (603)356-2167 



THE ONLY 
SUBSCRIPTION 
FEEDER 

IN THE COUNTRY 

You can get any amount 
of Wild Bird Food 
on a schedule. 

A great gift 
for you or a friend. 



Call ‘The granary 
at 1-800-336-6094 

The Granary 
R. R. 1 Box 49 
Francesville, IN 47946 

Free Catalog 


BUDGET BIRDING 

Birding trips to 
Pt. Pelee, Mexico, 

Costa Rica and 
more at reasonable 
rates. Organize 
your Audubon or 
Sierra Club Chapter, 
photography club, or 
friends for group 
discounts. For more 
information write or call: 

BUDGET BIRDING 
1731 HATCHER CRESCENT, DEPT. WB 
ANN ARBOR, Ml 48103 (313) 995-4357 



Tote- 


A-POUCH 


% 


Send Check or M.0, to: 

C&J Specialties 

P.0. Box 3402, Dept AB 
Englewood, CO 80155 
(303) 741-2942 urn,*.*. 



1 - 800 - 432-8376 


CALL FOR YOUR FREE 

BIRDWATCHING 
GIFT CATALOG 


QUALITY BIRD FEEDERS 
SQUIRREL BAFFLES • BAT HOUSES 

BOOKS 

FIELD & SITE GUIDES • RECORDINGS 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

BINOCULARS & SPOTTING SCOPES 

ONE GOOD TERN The Backyard Nature Store 
1710 Fern Street, Alexandria, VA 22302 
Open 7 Days • (703) 820-8376 

Dept. WB 



Flexible Plastic 

Birdhouses 

Easily Attach to 
Tree! 

Willie Tree Spirit Only $10.50 ea. 

~~“ de P USAadd $2.00 




Send for our 

Catalog 
of Unusual 
Birding Supplies 
& Gifts 

KEMPF’S 

P.O. Box 504 
Woonsocket, SD 
57385 


Habitat loss is the principal reason 
for the extinction of bird species. 
Today, the cutting of mature forests is 
a major environmental concern. 
Scientists predict a wave of species 
extinctions in the next few decades as 
a result of the cutting of tropical 
rainforests around the world and old- 
growth forests in this country. 


Precipice 

Survival through endeavor 



George Weymouth print 
"Pileateds at Nest" (20"x30") 
$55 postage paid. Full color 



Birder Bear (12" tall) 
Hand crafted $37.50 
postage paid 

Send check or money order to: 
PRECIPICE, Rt. 3, box 5455 
Crawfordville. Florida 32327 
extinction is forever 


BIRD’S NEED WATER 

(Especially in Winter) 


4 


13 

Ala ter Set Jr- ! 


Get the Complete Winter Water Set -it 

(Set Includes) 

THE DECK OASIS “ BIRD BATH 

SPECIAL BIRD BATH HEATER 

• All weather bath with lift-out washable 
bowl. 

• Safe, Low Wattage Bird Bath Heater. 

• Bath mounts to Deck, Fence, Post, Tree 
or any Vertical Surface. 

ORDER SET NOW! 

ONLY $79.95 POST PAID 
Call AUDUBON WORKSHOP 
TOLL FREE 1-800-322-9464 

MENTION THIS AD AND... 

GET YOUR FREE BIRD BOOK 
Dealer Inquire’s Welcome 
on Bath & Heater At: 

IRON DESIGN 

26309 146th St. 
Zimmerman, MN 55398 
(612) 856-4700 






















































pros 
choice 
for cold assignments. 

Fingertip movement and full dexterity are 
essential to you as a professional. Bone- 
chilling cold weather can hinder your ability 
and cause discomfort. The solution: Finger- 
mit,® the glove that has proven effective on 
assignment world-wide. 

Fingermit® gives you the warmth of a 
mitten without sacrificing fingertip touch. 

• 100% wool knitted 

• Hinged Thinsulated® lined tip-over mitten cap 

• Velcro closure tabs 

• Knitted fingers attached and reinforced by hand 

• Positive grip leather palms and thumbs 

• Patented split thumb 
Quantity discounts available. 
Sizes: Small 5-8, Large 9-12 
Colors: Camouflage • Beige • 
Navy Blue • Black • Rag Gray 


Only 

26.95 


plus $3 per pair 
shipping & handling, available. 

VISA/MC Accepted 
To order the Fingermit,® please 
call 1-800-322-6440. 

Suite 217 Depi.WB 


Toto 


Zeiss. 

The Performance Binoculars. 



10x40 B/GA T* 

THE STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE. 
IDEAL FOR BIRDING AND NATURE 
OBSERVATION. 


FREE LIST AND LITERATURE 


Wentlings 


EXPERIENCED CONSULTANTS 


Birder’s Emporium 



Stained Glass Chickadee 



Beautifully handcrafted Chickadee hanging from 
an Oak leaf. Approx. 7". $44.95 add $1.75 for 
shipping. Wl residents add 5.5% sales tax. 
M Check. Money Order. MC & VISA 
Send $2.00 for color brochure. 

2600 S 




2600 Stewart Center • V 


fl 54401 


WILDBIRD TINS 

the Great Horned Owl 
Wood Duck. Canada Goose 

Printed on 1 or 2 qt. collector’s 
tins filled with trail m i x 
(peanuts, raisins. M&M’s™) or 
a selection of Stash™ teas. 

1 qt. $ 8.95 - 2 qt. $ 14.95 
UPS postpaid 
ADVENTURE FOODS 

Rte. 2. Box 276 Whittier, NC 28789 

Visa / MC - 704-497-4113 


With 62 national wildlife refuges, 
North Dakota hosts more of these 
federal preserves than any other state. 


ADOPTaHAWK! 

For the rare bird on your gift list.l^. 
"adopt" a wild bird of prey and 
contribute to the conservation of 
these magnificent species. Your sponsor¬ 
ship package includes a color photo and 
certificate with information about the bird 
selected. Ten raptor species available. 

For information contact: 

HAWK WATCH 

INTERNATIONAL 
A non-profit organization 
P.0. BOX 35706 Dept. WL 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87176-5706 

1505) 265-5393_VISA/MC Welcome 


FIELD CHECKLISTS 

FOR MOST AREAS OF THE WORLD 

ALSO FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 
FIELD GUIDES AND OTHER 
NATURAL HISTORY PUBLICATIONS 





Write For Free Catalog 


RUSS'S 

NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS 

WB BOX 1089 

LAKE HELEN, FLORIDA 32741-1089 
PHONE: (904) 228-3356 



616GANT 

HUMMINGBIRD 


RP6NDRNT 

Sterling.35- 

uuith 18" chain 

14K.240- 

uuith 18" chain 


EARRING S 
Sterling ujith 
14K posts .. 30- 
14K . 90- 

ppd. 

Set - sterling ... 60-; 14K ... 295- 

ppd. 



F^ussell 


design slrjdio 

949 Manitou Rve. 

Manltou Springs, CO 80829 
(719) 685-1404 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Check, M.O. 

MC, VISA, RM€X DISC 


















































Birder's Emporium 



Sturdy, Wisconsin Nonway Pine 
with textured roof 
f m SUET BALL HOLDER 
9" Introductory Offer: 

Free giant 24 oz. handpacked 
All Natural Beef Suet Ball 
$13.25 coated with birdseed 


Ideal for Christmas or any occasion giving 
-4 pack replacement 24 oz. Beef Suet Balls 
(Prepaid) $9.50 

request catalog of Handcrafted 
Bird related items (free) 


JUST FOR THE BIRDS 
P.O. Box 716 
Hayward, Wl 54843 


Two parrots were native to the 
United States. The Carolina Parakeet 
was once common over a wide range 
from the Mississippi River Valley to 
New England and the southeastern 
states. However, this beautiful species 
was extinct by the beginning of the 
Twentieth Century due to unrestricted 
shooting. The Thick-billed Parrot was 
formerly an irregular visitor to the 
mountains of southeastern Arizona 
until the 1930s, when the destruction 
of pine forests in northern Mexico 
prevented their movements north. 
Today efforts are underway to 
reintroduce Thick-bitted Parrots into 
former haunts in Arizona, but the 
Carolina Parakeet is gone forever. 



IML(3E&® 


To help preserve a Mexican Cloud Forest 
Send check or money order to: 

Gorgas Science Foundation,Inc. 
26 Casa De Las Palmas 
Brownsville, TX 78521 


PAHS 1 ” 5 MINOLTA 

LOMB 


ID 



ELITE 

8x42.*669 

8x42 Armor...*689 

10x42.*689 

10x42 Armor.*709 

22xScope.*253 . 

15-45xScope .*329 7x50. 

CUSTOM 10x51 

7x26.*169 I J I 1 WEATHERMATIC 

8x36.*179 7x42.*189 

10x40.*189 Official USA Warrantyl 7x50.*179 

BUSHflELL ~**~ 10x42219 


3522 Eastern, 


(800) 762-4282 


Old Bob’s 
Country Store 
Farm Fresh Bird Feed 
THISTLE 25# $22.49 

SUNFLOWER 25# $ 8.99 

CRACKED CORN 25# $ 5.99 

MIXES FROM 25# $ 5.99 

Add S/H Visa/MC 
For complete list 
9400 Rockville Road 
Indianapolis, In. 46278 
317-271-2266 


d;©;gs 




Where to Find Your Special Puppy 

If you’re thinking about sharing your home 
with a special canine companion, discover 
DOGS USA . . . the complete annual guide 
for dog lovers everywhere. 

Published once each year, DOGS USA brings 
you a world of practical information—almost an 
encyclopedia of dogs. It’s a vital reference every 
dog owner should have. 

DOGS USA helps you select the right breed, and 
the right breeder. Our Gallery of Breeds is a show¬ 
case of purebred dogs, and gives you a wonder¬ 
ful glimpse at a wide variety of dogs from around 
the world. 

An extensive Directory of Breeders puts you in 
touch with top breeders in your home town and 
across the country. Clubs, kennels, trainers, 
special services and more! 

DOGS USA will make every moment you spend 
with your dog rewarding and special. Rich in color 
photographs, helpful and informative articles, 
short stories and pet care tips, you'll want to keep 
and refer to it over and over throughout the year. 
Return the love your pet deserves. Order the 1991 
DOGS USA today, and gain a new understanding 
and appreciation for man's best friend. 

Order now 

your 1991 copy of DOGS USA 
—only $5.95, plus 
$1.55 shipping and handling. 

(California residents add 6%% sales tax.) 
And while the idea is fresh, why not order extra 
copies for others you know who love dogs? 
DOGS USA makes an excellent gift that will be 
appreciated all year long! Send your order and 
payment to: DOGS USA 

Dept. 5LM0 , P.O. Box 6040, Mission Viejo, CA 92690 


HANDCRAFTED BIRD ORNAMENTS 


Exquisite Detail, 
Approximately 3" 


/A 

/ Chickadee • Goldfinch 
Mallard • Bluejay • Owl • Goose 
Cardinal • Loon • Puffin 
$15.00 each post paid 
DUCKTRAP BAY TRADING CO. 

28 Bay view St., Dept. WB 
Camden, ME 04843 • 207-236-9568 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 


DAKOTA QUALITY 
BIRD FOOD 

Enjoy the Convenience of 
Bird Seed Delivered To Your 
Door Buy Direct & Save — 
Prices Include UPS Delivery 

Request Our 

Complete Catalog— FREE! 

10# Niger Thistle.$16.95 

25# Sunflower Harts Medium_$24.85 

25# Sunflower Harts Fine. $22.95 

30# Sm. Black Sunflower Seeds .. $22.50 

30# Striped Sunflowers. 

25# Wild Bird Mix. $18.95 

10# Royal Finch Mix.$13.50 

25# Safflower. $25.00 

Send Check or Money Order to: 

D.Q.B.F. 

Box 3084, Fargo, ND 58108 
Visa, Discover, or 
MasterCard Accepted 

Toll Free 
1-800-356-9220 















































































An Elegant 
Wetland Beauty 

Species Profile: American Avocet 
(Recurvirostra americana) 

Article and Photographs by JEFFERY RICH 


W atching American Avo- 
cets (Recurvirostra 
americana ) on their 
breeding grounds is exciting; there is 
always a lot of action and never a dull 
moment. I was finally in perfect posi¬ 
tion to begin photographing the avo¬ 
cet wading in the shallow water in 
front of me. I had been waiting for this 
opportunity and my eye was pressed 
against my camera’s viewfinder, ready 
to begin taking photographs. 

At the same time, it was very difficult 
to sit motionless as the mosquitoes 
probed deep into my skin and buzzed 
in my ears. I wanted to swat those 
giant-sized insects, but I wasn’t about 
to risk moving. The American Avocet 
had accepted my presence and I pro¬ 
ceeded to snap photographs to my 
heart’s content. 

The American Avocet’s breeding 
grounds are also prime skeeter- 
breeding habitat. I usually come home 
with swollen mosquito bites and, 
sometimes, the photos to make it all 
worthwhile. But it was this great day 
that hooked me on wildlife photogra¬ 
phy. This spring’s pilgrimage to the 
Klamath Basin refuges will mark my 
eighth annual avocet photography trip, 
and I see no end to future trips in sight. 

The breeding range of the American 
Avocet extends roughly from Texas 


A golden sunset illuminates a 
silhouetted pair of courting Ameri¬ 
can Avocets. 


north to western Minnesota and the 
Prairie Provinces of Canada, and west 
to the Pacific Coast. A relic population 
still inhabits an area along the middle 
Atlantic coast. Throughout their range, 
avocets inhabit shallow wetlands that 
are often characterized by brackish or 
saline water. Here they feed on a vari¬ 
ety of invertebrates ranging from in¬ 
sect larvae to fairy shrimp and other 
small crustaceans mixed with some 
aquatic plants and seeds. 

These graceful wading birds are 
characterized by their slender, recurved 
bills and spindly, sky-blue legs. The 
distinctive rust-colored head and neck, 
so notable during the breeding season, 
molts to gray-white throughout fall 
and winter. Their striking wings are 
black and white above and white be¬ 
low. 

Avocets are also distinguished by 
partially-webbed feet. This partial 
webbing gives them more stability as 
they wade in muddy wetland bottoms 
and better locomotion when swim¬ 
ming in deeper water. 

The American Avocet’s striking color 
pattern of black and white cannot be 
mistaken for any other wader. For 
example, the two species of dowitch- 
ers, the yellowlegs and the smaller 
peeps can give some of us identifica¬ 
tion fits. 

Both sexes are very similar in avo¬ 
cets, but the field guides mention that 
the male’s bill is longer and straighter 
than the female’s. A good close look at 
a pair will confirm this, especially when 
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one can compare the differences side 
by side. 

Our avocet is one of only four spe¬ 
cies of avocets found worldwide. There 
are only two members of the family 
Recurvirostridae inhabiting North 
America—the American Avocet and 
the Black-necked Stilt. Black-necked 
Stilts are similar to avocets in shape, 
but they have a long straight bill. They 
are most easily distinguished from the 
American Avocet by their black head, 
neck and back, and their pink legs and 
feet. 

Avocets are wetland birds and al¬ 


ways nest near water. Usually they 
select a nesting site on an island or 
along a muddy shoreline where they 
gain a degree of safety from would-be 
predators. American Avocets may nest 
in widely dispersed nesting territories 
or in loose colonies where nests may 
be just a couple of feet apart. 

Their nests range from merely slight 
depressions in the sun-baked mud to 
substantial saucer-shaped platforms of 
plant stems. The nest design seems to 
depend on the water level and sur¬ 
rounding habitat. On open sand, mud 
or gravel, the nests are usually very 


inconspicuous and consist of few nest¬ 
ing materials. 

If the water level should begin to rise 
under very wet conditions, avocets 
will work actively to build up the nest 
to keep the eggs above the water. It 
doesn’t always work, but when it does, 
the nest may consist of a one-foot high 
mat of dried plants, small sticks, 
feathers and other suitable material. 

Average clutch size is four, but I 
have observed avocet nests with two to 
six eggs. Some nests have been found 
with seven or eight eggs, but these 
super-clutches are probably the prod¬ 
uct of two females’ egg-laying endeav¬ 
ors. 

The eggs are very well-camouflaged 
and each is quite distinct. They have an 
olive-green or tan base color covered 
with brownish spots, which helps to 
blend them in with the nest and the 
surrounding terrain. 

Both male and female incubate 
during the 22- to 28-day incubation 
period. The eggs hatch synchronously 
and the hatchlings spend little time in 
the nest after they dry off and begin 
testing their legs to stand and walk. 

Avocet hatchlings are precocial and 
begin walking, running, swimming and 
feeding just a few hours after hatching. 
Downy avocet chicks are cryptically- 
colored in shades of tan and gray. 
Whether they are in vegetation or on 
bare ground, they will crouch down 
when danger approaches to blend in 
with their surroundings with an 
amazing degree of invisibility. 

Adult avocets use the broken-wing 
display to perfection to distract 
predators—no Killdeer can best these 
stilt-legged actors. The incubating 
avocet will secretly leave the nest, and 
once it is a safe distance away, it will 
slip into this injury-feigning routine. 

While bending low to the ground or 
water, the avocet flops its wing help¬ 
lessly. It will take a few steps and flap 
its wing sympathetically again in hope 
that the predator will follow it away 
from the eggs or downy young. 

If the old broken-wing trick doesn’t 
work, both adults, or even several pairs 
of avocets, will chase the intruder. 
While they are flying overhead and 
dive-bombing the predator, the avo¬ 
cets keep up an incessant, sharp, loud 
cry. 

Avocets consider just about every- 
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thing a potential predator, and the 
adults will chase gulls, hawks, stilts, 
people, cars or anything that comes 
near their nesting territory. This makes 
for quite a show throughout the day at 
an avocet breeding colony where 20 to 
40 birds may all be circling around 
intimidating an intruder. 

But even with all the parent’s dis¬ 
traction displays and protection and 
their excellent camouflage coloration, 
I have seen young avocets attacked by 
Black-necked Stilts and other avocets 
and preyed upon by California Gulls. 
Mammalian predators also prey on 
some young avocets and eggs. 

The young feed on their own, but 
they accompany the adults and remain 
under their care through fledging, 
which usually takes from four to five 
weeks. By fall the birds have congre¬ 
gated and most avocets migrate to the 
coastlines with warmer climates to 
spend the winter. 

Their wintering range extends south 
from Northern California along the 
Pacific Coast and along the Atlantic 
coast of Florida and the entire Gulf of 
Mexico. They seem to prefer coastal 
wetlands in winter where they con¬ 
gregate into flocks and mingle with 
other shorebirds that share the same 
winter haunts. 

Avocets that feed on the tidal flats 
during the fall and winter usually feed 
during the low tide and loaf on islands 
and dry areas out of the tidal zone 
during high tide. Avocets characteris¬ 
tically feed by probing with their re¬ 
curved bills and by sweeping the water 
surface with a scythe-like, back-and- 
forth swing. 

They sometimes feed in groups, 
walking side-by-side while sweeping 
the water with their upturned bills. 
With every step and bill-sweep, in¬ 
vertebrates are stirred up, and few of 
these “bugs” escape the avocets hunt¬ 
ing together in marching-band for¬ 
mation. 

Avocets are expert swimmers and 
they can easily swim across deep 
channels. While swimming, they may 
pick insects off the water’s surface. 
This feeding behavior and the prob¬ 
lems arising from it were studied by 
Dr. Wetmore in a 1925 study. 

Wetmore found large tapeworms 
almost without fail in the duodenum 
of avocets. His study indicated that 



The nest, eggs and chicks of the 
American Avocet blend into the 


surrounding terrain. The precocial 
young leave the nest soon after 
hatching. 


these tapeworms are transmitted from 
one bird to another by feeding on 
floating matter in this manner. The 
cast-off terminal segments of the worms 
that contain the eggs are picked up and 
swallowed by other avocets, and the 
cycle continues. 

Wetland habitats that avocets and 
many other species rely on have de¬ 
clined drastically during the twentieth 
century. Drained for use in agriculture 
and other human development, about 
one-half of the wetlands in the conti¬ 
nental United States have been de¬ 
stroyed. A worst-case example: only 
about five percent of the original 
marshlands still exist in California’s 
Central Valley. 

This critical loss of habitat since the 
turn of the century is continuing at a 
rate of about two percent nationally. 
However, some important areas have 
been preserved as refuges and wildlife 
areas where American Avocets and 
many other wetland animals can be 
found. 

As the days get longer with the 
coming spring, avocets molt from their 
white-gray winter plumage to their 
rust-colored breeding plumage on neck 
and head. They begin courtship even 
on the wintering ground, and soon 
return to their nesting marshes where 
the breeding process begins anew. 

Some of my favorite spring avocet 
memories come from watching avo¬ 


cets at the Lower Klamath National 
Wildlife Refuge in Northem California. 
In fact, I will never forget one romantic 
interlude that developed after spend¬ 
ing an entire day sitting along the edge 
of a marsh. 

It didn’t take long for the birds to 
accept my presence and give me some 
very intimate glimpses into their 
courtship behavior. As the sun was 
setting, I was enj oying some of the best 
light of the day. The water turned 
orange, reflecting the setting sun’s 
brilliant colors. 

Two avocets began rubbing against 
each other, then started bowing and 
bobbing in the shallow water. The 
other birds fed all around the pair, 
ignoring their courting postures. It is 
difficult to describe their courtship 
behavior without being somewhat an¬ 
thropomorphic. 

The pair was splashing, bathing, 
jumpingup, rubbing, entwining necks 
and touching bills. The combination 
of human-like postures and gorgeous 
light combined for this photographer’s 
euphoria. I was quite a distance from 
the action even for my 400mm lens but 
it didn’t stop me from continually cap¬ 
turing the “moment.” 

After about five minutes and two 
rolls of film the interlude led to more 
serious behavior. The female stretched 
out in a horizontal position with body, 
neck, head and bill only about an inch 
above the water. This is known as pre- 
copulatory behavior. 

The male mounted the female in 
copulation posture, standing on top of 
her back with his wings open for bal¬ 
ance and lowering his tail to meet hers. 
Bird copulation is characteristically 
quick, and the actual copulation lasted 
only seconds. The male dismounted, 
the female stood upright, and they 
began feeding as though nothing had 
happened. 

This insight into bird biology is the 
type of behavior that keeps many 
people going afield to observe birds. In 
my case, it hooked me 
on watching and 
photographing this 
fascinating species. 


Jeffery Rich is a wildlife biologist and 
photographer who lives in Redding, Cali¬ 
fornia. 
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AVIAN ART 


SONGBIRD PRINTS BY Marvin J. Fryer, 
wildlife artist. Beautiful s/n limited edi¬ 
tion print, $20; framed $40 to $50 (origi¬ 
nals $250, orders only). Send for flyer. 
WILDLIFE CARVINGS AND ILLUSTRA¬ 
TIONS, P.O. Box 1094, College Park, MD 
20740. 12TF 


EIGHT EXQUISITE handcrafted wildlife 
notes. $3.95 ppd. Send large SASE for 
free wildlife brochure. Gift ideas under 
$10. STAMP ACT, 1199 Longpoint Rd„ 
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464. 4TF 


STAINED-GLASS BIRDS. Brighten your 
windows with sun catchers of your favor¬ 
ite birds. Original designs handcrafted 
by the artist. Write for information. 
JAMESON STUDIO, 5688 S. Lorene Ave., 
Milwaukee, Wl 53221; (414) 281-7469. 
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SCRATCHBOARD ART limited edition 
lithographic prints by wildlife artist Peg 
Burrus. Free color brochure. BURRUS 
ARTS, P.O. Box 520532, Independence, 
MO 64052. 10/1290 


through 25, by Richard Sloan. 22"x28", 
mint condition. Priced to sell. ANDREW 
MILLER, 20333 Nunda Rd„ Butler, OH 
44822. 12/291 


BIRDHOUSES 


HOUSES, PLATFORMS, BOXES, 
SHELVES. 26 nesting sites. Each design 
for particular bird. Also winter roosts. 
Informative catalog. VISA/MC. WILDLIFE 
STUDIO, WBG, 7 Patten Rd., Bedford, NH 
03102; (603) 668-8979. 1/1290 


PREMIUM-PINE BLUEBIRD NESTBOX 
with cleanout, $14.95; stained, $16.95; 
kit, $9.95; plans, $3.95 ppd. WINDOMHILL 
PETFARM, 8910WB, Rt. 46, Arkport, NY 
14807. 11/1290 


BUILD YOUR OWN! Attract the birds you 
want. Package includes assorted, detailed 
birdhouse plans. Send $7 to BIRD’S-EYE- 
VIEW, 501 Islington St., Portsmouth, NH 
03801. 12/391 


HANDCRAFTED, QUALITY BIRDHOUSES 
and feeders. Handmade of western red 


cedar. Free catalog. CEDAR THINGS, 408 
Kaye Dr., Pickerington, OH 43147. 

12/291 


BIRDING EQUIPMENT 


FREE CATALOG OF unique bird houses, 
bat-house, birder’s supplies, wildbird art 
and note cards, strap-pal and gifts. 
KEMPF’S, P.O. Box 504, Woonsocket, SD 
57385. 7TF 


FREE LIST and literature, quality optics. 
Binoculars and spotting scopes. Com¬ 
plete line of Zeiss, Swarovski, Bausch & 
Lomb, Bushnell, Swift, Leupold and 
Fuginon. Experienced consultant. Imme¬ 
diate shipping. 50th year. WENTLING’S, 
P.O. Box 355B, Hershey, PA 17033; (717) 
533-2468. 10TF 


ausJENA BINOCULARS (GERMANY). 
Experience the ultimate in brilliance and 
clarity! Europe’s largest manufacturer of 
finest quality binoculars. Consumer and 
dealer inquiries invited. EUROPTIK, LTD., 
Box 319WB, Dunmore, PA 18509; (717) 
347-6049. 10TF 


FREE WILD BIRD note cards. Also realis¬ 
tically drawn rabbits, bears, dogs, etc. 
For catalog and sample, send SASE to 
FEATHERS & FUR, P.O. Box 15535-W, 
Ann Arbor, Ml 48104. 10/1290 


AUDUBON PRINTS: originals and fine 
reproductions. Minimum cost, $75. Cata¬ 
log, $3. Call (202) 484-3334 or write 9720 
Spring Ridge Ln., Vienna, VA 22182. 

11/291 


ROGER TORY PETERSON PRINT: “Or¬ 
chard Oriole” a limited-edition 11"x14" 
print is offered by the Georgia Ornitho¬ 
logical Society, with proceeds to benefit 
the Society and the Roger Tory Peterson 
Institute. Each numbered print has been 
signed by Dr. Peterson. To order your 
print send $125 to GOS, P.O. BOX 1278, 
Dept. WB, Cartersville, GA 30120, or write 
for more information. 12/191 


FIVE OF VERMONT’S BEAUTIFUL birds 
in pen. Ink on tan notecards: Great-blue 
Heron, Loon, Canada Goose, Chickadee, 
Killdeer. $3.75 ppd. Send SASE for flyer. 
Artist CARMELLA CYR, RR #1, Box 2651, 
Fairfax, VT 05454. 12/291 


HAND CARVED FEATHER PINS. Blue Jay, 
Cardinal, Loon, Pintail, Black Duck, Red¬ 
tailed Hawk, others. $13.95 ppd. ERWIN 
FLEWELLING, P.O. BOX 1, Van Buren, 
ME 04785; (207) 868-5015. 12/191 


BIRD COLLECTOR PRINTS: Numbers 1 
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BINOCULAR SALES AND SERVICE. 
Repairing binoculars since 1923. Align¬ 
ment performed on our U.S. Navy colli¬ 
mator. Free catalog and our article Know 
Your Binoculars published in Audubon 
magazine. MIRAKEL OPTICAL CO., INC., 
331 Mansion St., West Coxsackie, NY 
12192; (518) 731 -2610. 11/1091 


THE TURNSTONE & COMPANY, INC. Fall 
Migration Optics edition is ready for 
mailing. For yours, write to TURNSTONE 
& COMPANY, INC., Dept. WB90, P.O. Box 
1259, Oxford, NC 27565, or call (919) 693- 
1062. 10/1290 


BOOKS & MAGAZINES 


RARE AND OUT-OF-PRINT books on wild 
birds and natural history. MARCHER’S 
BOOKS, Dept. WB, 6204 N. Vermont, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73112. 12TF 


LETTER FROM THE COUNTRY. Wildflow- 
ers, birds, gardens, stars, nature deliv¬ 
ered to your mailbox monthly. Warm and 
homey. Send $1 for three-month trial. $10 
per year. LETTER, P.O. Box 237, Walnut- 
port, PA 18088. 8TF 


QUICK INDEX to Peterson’s A Field Guide 
to The Birds-East ; Peterson’s A Field 
Guide To The Birds-West (1990 Edition); 
National Geographic Society Field Guide 
To The Birds Of North America-, Golden 
Guide To Field Identification Birds Of 
North America. Peel-and-stick label. Bird 
identification becomes easier with quick 
reference attached to book cover. $2.00 
each ppd. Illinois residents add 140 tax 
per index. BIRDER’S CONNECTION, 2521 
College Rd., Downers Grove, IL 60516. 

1290 


FREE CATALOG OF BOOKS for birders. 
Hard-to-find classics by Audubon, Phil¬ 
lips, others. Bent Life History series, 
Borror bird-song cassettes, bird identifi¬ 
cation posters, much more. Write DOVER 
PUBLICATIONS, Dept. A286, 31 E. 2nd 
St., Mineola, NY 11501. 7/1290 


NEWSLETTER: For birders with special 
interest in Texas birds. For full year’s 
subscription, send $8 to PENFEATHERS, 
P.O. Box 38157, Dept. WB, Houston, TX 
77238-8157. 7/1290 


BINOCULARS FOR BIRDERS. $12.95 plus 
$1.95 s/h, or send SASE for free informa¬ 
tion. Contact AVIAN PRESS, P.O. Box 
56068, Madison, Wl 53705-9368. 

11/1091 


UNIQUE WILDERNESS NEWSLETTER! 
Habitat, birds, animals, more. Monthly. 
$10 per year. Send to W.I.L.D. COMPANY, 
203 Adams, Box 42, Ridott, IL 61067. 

12/291 


BIRD BOOKS, NEW AND OLD. To receive 
catalogs and remain on mailing list, send 
$2. BUTEO BOOKS, P.O. BOX 481, Ver¬ 
million, SD 57069. 12/391 


FEED & FEEDERS 


SQUIRREL-PROOF BIRD FEEDERS. Fin- 
est-quality feeders ever designed. Engi¬ 
neered to last a lifetime. You will never 
have to worry about squirrels destroying 
your feeder again. The last feeder your 
birds will ever need. Write for catalog. 
WILDLIFE PRODUCTS, P.O. Box 363WB, 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wl 54494. 10TF 


FREE CATALOG: Top-quality wild bird 
products, birdhouses, bird feeders, bird 
seed, T-shirts, etc. Everything guaran¬ 
teed, gift-wrapping available! SERYS 
CREATIONS, 2433 S. 74th St., Dept. WB, 
West Allis, Wl 53219. 8/1290 


TIRED OF REFILLING your feeders every 
day? Large capacity feeders are hard to 
find and expensive. We’ve designed an 
extra-large capacity feeder that is inex¬ 
pensive and easy to build. Send $5 for 
plans and easy step-by-step instructions. 
WILD BIRD DESIGNS, 12210 Long Lake 
Dr., Owings Mills, MD 21117; (301) 356- 
4804. 10/1290 


SEEDS. Free sample and price list of 
evergreen seeds. WAUKESHA SEED 
COMPANY, P.O. Box 1820, Waukesha, Wl 
53187. 11/591 


HUMMINGBIRDS. Ever had the pleasure? 
Enjoy! Great gift! $20 kit includes feeder, 
nectar container with recipe and instruc¬ 
tions. Contact BURNS, 650 Monroe N.E., 
Minneapolis, MN 55413. 11/1290 


PECORN WILD BIRD MEAL. Increase your 
backyard bird population with an energy- 
packed blend of meals that appeals to a 
broad spectrum of birds. A virtually waste- 
free, granular meal to give top-feeding 
value. Ingredients in order: ground pe¬ 
cans (no shells), enriched corn meal, 
finely ground suet. 5 lbs., $8.75; 10 lbs., 
$15.25 ppd. Larger quantities available. 
UNTETHERED FEATHERS, 5020 N. 
Apache Hills Trail, Tucson, AZ 85715. 

11/1290 


FANCY FEEDERS: sunflower, suet, 
thistle, $8 each ppd. Free catalog. FANCY 
FEEDER FACTORY, 3886 Nassau, Mus¬ 
kegon, Ml 49441. 12/391 


QUALITY WILD BIRD SUPPLIES by mail. 
Feeders, houses, bird seed, gifts and 
more. Many unique items. For free cata¬ 
log call or write: IRIS, P.O. BOX 326, 
Petoskey, Ml 49770; (800) 832-2441. 

12/291 


GUIDED TOURS 


NEW MEXICO. Guided birding tours, three 
home-cooked meals daily. BEAR MOUN¬ 
TAIN GUEST RANCH, Silver City, NM 
88061; (505) 538-2538. TF 


RAPTOURS. Birding tours emphasizing 
birds of prey and raptor workshops led 
by Bill Clark. For 1990 schedule and in¬ 


formation on Israel, Spain and Ecuador 
tours, write to P.O. Box 8008, Silver 
Spring, MD 20907; (301) 565-9196. 1 TF 


COSTA RICA. Guided birding along rain 
forest trails. Delicious meals, elegant 
accommodations in beautiful hacienda, 
ground transportation, horseback riding 
and tours all included from $390/person/ 
week. RANCHO NATURALISTA, Apdo. 
364-1002, San Jose, Costa Rica; (506) 39- 
7138. 11TF 


MISCELLANEOUS 


OWL COLLECTORS. “I Love Owls” 
bumper sticker, $1. 1991 Nightwatch 
calendar, $13.00. Merchandise catalog, 
$1. (Refundable). OWL’S NEST, Box 
5491 WB, Fresno, CA 93755. 10TF 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your 
ornithology-related small business. 
Grants/loans to $500,000. Free recorded 
message; call (707) 449-8600. (LM9). 

11/1290 


HAND PAINTED, EXOTIC BIRD designs 
in brilliant colors on T-shirts and sweat¬ 
shirts. Free brochure. WELSH TRADING 
COMPANY, P.O. Box 221433, Charlotte, 
NC 28222. 9/1290 


MICHIGAN HIAWATHA PHOTOGRAPHY 
workshops at Deerfield. Write to CHUCK 
McMARTIN, 701 Elm St., Essexville, Ml 
48732. 10/391 


WILD BIRD NOTECARDS by wildlife art¬ 
ist Jeanette Packard. Only $4 for set of 
eight. Send large SASE for free brochure 
depicting birds and other wildlife. JEAN¬ 
ETTE PACKARD, 366 Wakeman Rd., Fair- 
port, NY 14450. 10/191 


FREE SUBSCRIPTION KIT. Become a 
charter member of the North American 
White Ibis Lifer Bird Club. Order your lifer 
patch and newsletter kit today. Send to 
NORTH AMERICAN WHITE IBIS BIRD 
CLUB, 3212 Alethea Dr., Algonquin, IL 
60102. 11/191 


WORLDWIDE BIRDS ON STAMPS. An¬ 
other life list! Twenty-five different stamps 
plus availability lists, $1. Contact JOE 
NIHEN, 222 East Bertsch, Lansford, PA 
18232. 11/1290 


DECOY ETCHINGS, GAME-BIRD cigarette 
cards, English-thatch birdhouse. Many 
more quality bird gifts and collectibles. 
ARCHAEOPTERYX, 791 Bridgetown Pike, 
Langhorne, PA 19053; (215) 364-4407. 

12/591 


TRAVEL & LODGING 


BIRDING IN COSTA RICA’S rain forest 
(300m) with all the comforts of private 
homes. Includes vast stretches of virgin 
forest. Weekly rates, $650 double. MI¬ 
CHAEL SNOW, Apartado 73, Siquirres, 
Costa Rica. 10TF 
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RAMSEY CANYON INN Bed & Breakfast, 
adjacent to the Mile Hi/Ramsey Canyon 
Preserve. 14 species of hummingbirds 
and over 200 other species of birds visit 
during the year. One-bedroom cottage 
also available. For information contact 
Box 85, Ramsey Canyon Rd., Hereford, 
AZ 85615; (602) 378-3010. 10TF 


JAMAICA, JAMAICA, JAMAICA! Secluded 
mountaintop villa surrounded by thou¬ 
sands of acres of wooded terrain. Miles 
of rural lanes. Six acres of bird-attracting 
food trees and horticultural gardens. 
Swim and fish pools. Superb views. 
Minutes from beach and coral reefs. 
Marshland and river trips arranged. 
Weekly rates: $22/day/person at occu¬ 
pancy of six or more. Chefs and house¬ 
hold staff included. Call (809) 955-2852,9 
to 4 EST, weekdays. 11/191 


SOUTHWEST BRITISH COLUMBIA, Can¬ 
ada Bed & Breakfast. Field trips: 200+ 
local species; British Columbia total, 
400+. Write/phone for brochure, check¬ 
list. Contact D. SOLECKI, 3672 West 1st 
Ave., Vancouver, British Columbia, Can¬ 
ada V6R 1H2; (606) 736-9471. 11/1290 


BED & BREAKFAST, CENTRAL FLOR¬ 
IDA. Charming, historic-district home of 
nature lover, 1/2 hour from Disneyworld 
and good birding. $25 per person; dis¬ 
count for longer stays. Call collect (813) 
682-8484. 1290 


BIRD COSTA RICA'S HIGH Talamanca 
(7,500 ft.) with all the comforts of a private 
home. Personalized vacations include 
lodging, delicious meals, expert guiding 
on well-maintained and beautiful trails. 
Weekly rates: $650/couple. STEVE FRIED¬ 
MAN, APDO 10303,1000 San Jose, Costa 
Rica. Phone (506) 25-07-71; FAX (506) 23- 
38-73. 12TF 


LOST MAPLES PARK! Texas hotspot! 
Golden-cheeked Warbler, Black-capped 
Vireo, Green Kingfisher. Checklist. Seed 
and hummer feeders. Beautiful log cab¬ 
ins overlooking river, one mile from park. 
Clear starry nights; quiet song-filled 
mornings. FOXFIRE, P.O. Box 142, Van- 
derpool, TX 78885; (512) 966-2200. 

12/391 


VIDEOS 


NORTH AMERICAN WATERFOWL Video 
available only in VHS. Includes majority 
of North American swans, ducks and 
geese. Many rare birds. Send check or 
MO for $37.50 (Texas residents, $40.50, 
Canadian residents, $43.25) plus $3.50 si 
h to SHOREBIRD FILMS, 6355 Wes- 
theimer, Houston, TX 77057. 9/191 


WILDLIFE VIDEOS. Available only in VHS: 
bird banding, chimney swifts, wildlife 
rehabilitation, $15.95 to $25. For brochure 
send SASE to PAGE PRODUCTIONS, 8504 
Romney Rd., Austin, TX 78748. 12/491 


Quiz Answers: 

1. (C) American Bittern. Other herons occasionally nest solitarily, 
but they most often nest in colonies that include from a few to 
several hundred nesting pairs. 

2. (A) Reddish Heron. This is the only heron that displays this 
unique feeding behavior. 

3. (A) Cattle Egret. This species typically forages in open fields 
where it preys on insects, rather than in shallow wetlands. 

4. (B) Dark wing tips. In addition to this characteristic, the two-tone 
bill of the Little Blue Heron is also an excellent field mark. 

5. (C) Least Bittern. Individuals with the rare russet color phase are 
sometimes encountered in its eastern range. 

6. (D) None of the above. The Cattle Egret has exploded in recent 
years and has re-defined the boundaries of its former range. 

7. (D) All of the above. All of these characteristics are helpful in 
separating these two species. 

8. (B) Tricolored Heron. Several of the southern herons, including 
this species, wander widely from their normal ranges. 

9. (C) Snowy Egret. This species was harvested to near extinction by 
plume hunters, as were other species including Great and Reddish 
egrets. 

10. (B) Louisiana Heron. The other three choices are fictional 
names. 
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Flying Free 


Photograph by Brian Henry 


Nature is full of genius , 
full of divinity; so that 
no snowflake escapes 
its fashioning hand. 

-Henry David Thoreau 
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Save 32% off newsstand rates: 


_ YOUR GUARANTEE _ 

If, for any reason, you are not satisfied with 
Hawaii Magazine, your money will be refunded 
on all unmailed issues. 


$11.99—6 bimonthly issues 
or Save even more: 
$23.97—12 bimonthly issues 


Still planning that dream vacation 
to Hawaii? Already visited the Islands 
and long to return? Or is this tropical 
paradise your home? 

If you answered “yes” to any of 
these questions, then you’ll want 
to receive each and every issue 
of HAWAII Magazine. 

• Get to the heart of Hawaii—its native 
languages, dances, folklore, arts and crafts. 

• Know the facts on best vacation buys and 
what to look for in package tours. 

• Keep up-to-date with the special events 
calendar. 

• Review a different restaurant in each issue 
and tease your tastebuds with Hawaiian 
cuisine. 

• Save time and money—plan ahead with our 
helpful hints. 

• Enjoy beautiful pictures and breathtaking 
landscapes. 

And much, much more! 


Remember that subscriptions 
make great gifts—your friends will be reminded 
of your thoughtfulness all year long. Don’t take a chance on 
missing the next valuable issue—subscribe TODAY! 


—HERE’S HOW TO ORDER— 

$11.99—6 bimonthly issues 

(Save $5.71 off newsstand price) 
$23.97—12 bimonthly issues 
(Save $11.43 off newsstand price) 

Send payment for 6 or 12 issues to: 

Hawaii Magazine 
Subscription Department almo 
P.O. Box 485 

Mt. Morris, IL 61054-0485 

(Canada add $4 postage per 6 issue order; Foreign add $8. 
International money order, please.) 
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v ~ The moment you lay eyes on a 

\ pair of Nikon binoculars you’ll fall 
' 1 in love. 

With the breathtaking images 
T. 1 Nikon’s legendary multi-coated optics 

m can create. Super bright. Ultra crisp. 
m Perfect down to the last detail. 

,/ Even in early morning or twilight. 

M With the feel of a Nikon in your 
' -Jf' hands, like they always belonged. Sub- 

fi stantial but easy to hold and carry. Focus- 
yjfai ing quickly and smoothly at the touch of 
a finger. 

With the value of a Nikon. A 25-year limited 
warranty. Plus the realization that you can de¬ 
pend on Nikon binoculars to fill your life as well 
as your lifelist with wondrous sightings for years 
to come. At a surprisingly affordable price. 

See the full line of Nikon birding optics today, in¬ 
cluding: Our featherweight compact binoculars top 
rated by a leading consumer magazine. The 8x30 E 
which swept all birding categories in an evaluation 
by BBC Wildlife Magazine. Our state-of-the-art 
j StayFocus Plus™ Series with both autofocus and close 
[ focus capabilities. And our ED Field Scope called “the 
j most satisfactory telescope” by British Birds Magazine. 

I If you truly love bird-watching, it could be the start of a 
beautiful relationship. 


No Exchange 





